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CASTLE OF INCHVALLY. 


CHAPIER hk 


NorwirksraNx DING the certainty 
with which ſo many people ſpoke of having 
ſeen Charles Wilmot, and notwithſtanding 
the plauſibility of the herdiman's ſtory, 
nothing is more certain than that that young 
gentleman actually arrived ſafe at Liſbon, 
and was rather better than worſe for his 
voyage. 


A few days after his arrival in that me- 


1 


tropoiis, he rode into the country a little 


way, and was ſoon fo retrieved by the 
Vol. III. B voyage, 
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voyage, the air, and the unadulterated wine, 
together with the fine fruits of Portugal, 
that he was able to make very long excur- 
ſions. In one of theſe he was ſo much 
captivated with the beautiful ſituation of a 
vineyard which lay near a ſmall village, 
that he was tempted to ride up to it, and 
aſk whether he could be accommodated with 
lodging and board there. An elderly wo- 
man, of an aſpect much ſuperior to the 
ſituation of a planter, anſwered him; and 
perceiving that our young gentieman ſpoke 
the Portuguele with much difficulty, ad- 
dreſſed him in good French, which he well 
underſtood, and deſired him to walk in. 
After giving him ſome wine and refreſh- 
ments, ſhe ſaid that ſhe had never yet let 
lodgings, and ſhe could not with certainty 
ſay whether her huſband, who was abroad, 
would agree to let them; but that, tempted 
by the politeneſs of his manner, and by 
his being an Engliſhman, to all of whom 


ſhe was very partial, ſhe would ſpeak to 
her huſband on his return; and added, 


.- 8 


1 


that ſhe had hopes it would be an additional 
recommendation of her place that neicher 
ſhe nor her huſband were Portugueſe, 


Next day Wilmot returned to the vine. 
yard, The huſband, an agreeable lively 
little Frenchman, received him with a pro- 
fuſion of compliments, and aſſured him 
that he was heartily welcome to make uſe 
of his poor houſe ; that he feared it was not 
worthy of ſuch an inhabitant, but that he and 
his wite would do every thing they could to 
render it agrecable to hun. Charles, there- 
fore, aſter making a proper acknowledge- 
ment, went back to town; and next day, at- 
tended by Dennis and his baggage, returned 
and took up his reſidence at the vineyard. 


The ſituation of this ſpot was highly fa- 
yourable to Wilmot.—In the firſt place, 
the air was charming; in the next, the place 
abounded with all thoſe fruits and other 
refreſhments that could be beneficial to his 
health; and laſtly, the bewitching beauty 
of 


1 

Of the place, the occaſional ſolitude, and 
the accommodating politeneſs of the peo- 
ple, mixed together, made his time more 
eaſy to him—and he had a ſcene where un- 
diſturbed he could luxuriate in the thoughts 
of his Arabella. He had beſides the com- 
mand of a very good horſe, on which he 
every day took exerciſe, and all at a price 
which, though the good people thought it 
extravagantly high, he thought ſo much 
the reverſe that he reſolved to double it or 
perhaps do more. Of evenings he would fit 
under an immenſe -cork-tree, that ſtood on 
the verdant bank of a rivulet which purled 
round the bottom of the garden, and, 
gazing at che ſtream, endeavour to imagine 
himſelf at the fide of the river of Inch- 
vally. Thus his buly mind would raiſe 
a thouſand delightful airy viſions, till cruel 
recollection would intrude and baniſh all 
happineſs and hope from his heart, 


One day, in an excurſion which he took 
towards a imall town not far diſtant, as 
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he was returning home ward, paſſing througft 
an olive grove, his notice was attracted by 
the voice of a perſon calling out aloud for 
help, alternately in the Engliſn and Por- 
tugueſe languages, accompanied with & 
violent claſhing of ſwords. He imme- 
diately puſhed forward his horſe as faſt as 
he could go, and, coming to a place where 
four paths met, perceived a gentleman 
defending himſelf with his fword againſt 
two men, who alſo had ſwords and ſeemed 
intent upon putting, him to- death. The 
youth, who had no weapon with him but 
a {tout cane, did not heſitate a moment to 
ride up and join the gentleman ; when 
throwing himſelf off from his horſe, hemade 
a blow at one of the aſſaſſins, which ſtruck 
him to the ground, and.gave the gentleman 
time to pay. his whole attention to the 


other, whom he ſoon diſpatched, running 
his {word up to the hilt in his body.. 


The gentleman wore clothes of the Bri- 
tiſn cut, and a cockade in his hat; which 


B 3 Wilmot 
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Wilmot perceiving, addreſſed him in the 
Engliſh language, and, obſerving that he 
was far advanced in life and much ex- 


hauſted, offered him his aſhſtance—which 
the other for the time declined, chooſing 


Tather to fit down. 


« Are you wounded or hurt, Sir?“ ſaid 
Charles.—** No, I think not,“ returned he; 
but I am exceedingly weak—my exertions 
were too great for my debilitated frame, 
and ſuch as nothing but the extreme ur- 
gency of my ſituation could have enabled 
me to uſe, for I am old and infirm.”* Then 
looking up at Wilmot, and ſtaring at him 
for ſome time with many geſticulations of 
countenance, he exclaimed, © Who the de- 
vil are you, that ventured your life for a 
ſtranger? I thought it was out of faſhion to 
fight for any thing but a gambling debt or 
a ſtrumpet Who the devil are you, 1 ſay ? 
You mult be ſome ſtrange outlandiſh crea- 
ture, indeed 
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Wilmot 
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Wilmot was aſtoniſhed extremely at the 
ſingular addreſs of the old gentleman :—he 
could perceive however that the man was 
an humouriſt of the molt extravagant kind, 
but was at a loſs what to ſay in anſwer to ſuch 
2 queſtion as © Who the devil are you?“ 
and remained gazing at the oddity in won- 
der. You look! do-you?” continued the 
old fellow“ Damn me, I wonder you are 
no: afraid of me!“ 


& Afraid, Sir Of what ſhould I be 
afraid, pray?“ laid Wilmot, 


Of me, young man ! of me.—Zounds, 
I wonder you are not afraid I ſhould Rab 
you to the heart with this word!“ 


Wilmot directly concluded the man was 
mad ; and not being without apprehenſions 
of his taking a ſudden fit of phrenſy, re- 
ſolved to humour him, and ſaid, © No, Sir, 
Jam not afraid of you! Wh ſhould I ?— 
I never did you any injury, did I ?” 

B 4 « No: 
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13 
*© No: but you have ſerved me; and 
that, as the world goes, is ſufficient to make 
me your enemy. Damn it! you are young, 


fair, and well dreſſed and yet you ſeem to 


be totally ignorant of modern faſhions 
and modern morality— Y ou muſt mend, or 
you never will do in this world.” 


% Why, what would you have me do? 
How mend?“ ſaid Wilmot, who began to 
{moke the man. 


« Pill tell you what you ſhould have 
done, and I will tell you what you ſhould 
not have done, to entitle you to the reſpect 
of the world Tou ſhould not have ven. 
tured your pretty perſon (which, *faith ! to 
do you juſtice, is not a bad one) to fave 
the life of any one, particularly an old 
man beſet by odds. But you ſhould have 
galloped as faſt as your horſe could carry 
you into town—informed the magiſtrate of 
the affair—diſplayed twenty or thirty holes 
made by yourſelf in your coat for the 


purpoſe, 


EI 8 


("3 


purpoſe, and {worn that you got them all 
in defending me; and then you ſhould 
have ſent out a parcel of- conſtables to catch' 
the murderers, and two or three clergymen 
to pick my pocket and pray over me. 
But there! ſee there By the lord Harry, 
your ſhare cf the field is running away 


Wilmot turned about, and perceived 
== the fellow he had knocked down was again 
on his feet, and running. He leaped on his 
borſe, therefore, to purſue him; but a 
dlump of olive-trees hid the villain from 
2 ; his fight, and he returned again to the old 


Z gentleman. 

| 1 Well, young man,” continued the 
1 ſtranger, * ſince you ſeem diſpoſed neither 
j to be afraid of me, nor- to mend your 
1 manners, I muſt even proceed with you in 
| the ordinary courſe of humanity. Men of 
d your unfaſhionable way of thinking are not 
; L very tond of being paid with acknowledg- 
; 4 ments, Without my faying more about the 
=_ B 5 matter - 
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C 0" 
matter now, you have ſaved my life, and 
cannot be at a loſs to conjecture what ! 
owe you. But, damn compliments II am 
running on like the worft coxcomb of them 
all, I therefore will only fay J am in- 
debted to you: and, odd as you may 


think it, you are the only man exiſting to 


whom I could with truth ſay ſo much,— 


I am obliged to you— that 1s all—that is 
all!“ 


The whole of the old gentleman's ap- 
pearance and manner had an air of the ſame 
whimſicality and oddity that diſtinguiſhed 
his thoughts and expreſſions. He was tall, 
thin, ſtraight, and muſcular. His face, 
naturally ſtrong- featured and fierce, was 
embelliſhed with a deep yellowiſh brown 
hue, and broken into acute angles by a 
thouſand wrinkles : his eyes were keen, 
lively, and penetrating: his noſe large and 
aquiline; and his manner and expreſſion 


ſhort, bold, and blunt. 
| | After 


CRE 

After muſing for ſome time, the old 
gentleman, ſuddenly ſtarting as from a 
reverie, and looking up to Wilmot— Tell 
me, young man,” ſaid he, where do you 
live?“ I reſide,” ſaid Wilmot, “at the 
plantation of Jean Bouvet, in the Valie de 
las Uvas. —“ Give me your hand then,” 
{aid he, * till I rife,” He did fo.—** Now 
do vou walk home, boy,” continued he, 
* and I will ride your horſe into town.“ 


Wilmot ſtared. 


© Nay, if you don't like it,“ continued 
he, © let it alone !1—I can walk, I believe, 
to far, ſore though my bones are.“ 


Lou are miſtaken, good Sir,” ſaid 
Charles; © you are heartily welcome to the 
horſe—but where ſhall I ſend for him?“ 


No matter,” ſaid the other ſhortly, 
© I will ſend him home to you ;”* and, 
without more. words, got upon the horſe 


B 6 and 


3 

and rode off, Charles ſtaring after him in 
aſtoniſhment. Having got a few ſteps, he- 
turned about and cried out, * Holloa, 
young man! what is your name ? I for- 
got to aſk you before,” —*© My name is 
Wilmor,”—** Wilmot !“ faid he.—“ Yes, 
Charles Wilmot.” The old man ſtopped 
the horſe, took out a tablet, and wrote in 
it; and then turning about his horſe again, 
without another word departed. 


Nothing could exceed the wonder of our 
youth at the old man's conduct. It was a. 
character which he had not only never 
ſeen, but of which he had not even formed 
the moſt remote conception. He, how- 
ever, upon conſideration, was at a loſs to 
determine what he ſhould ſay when he 
went home about the horſe, and regretted 
that his ſurpriſe had prevented him from 
aſking the name of the old gentleman. 


As ſoon as he got home he recounted the 
whole adventure to Monſieur Bouvet and 
his 


e 
His wife who laughed very heartily, and 
told him that he had wrought a miracle; 


for he had made old Captain Amagro (An- 
glicè Acid) ſpeak. | 


Wilmot aſked them, . if they knew who- 
this man really was? They ſaid they did 
not, nor had they ever ſeen him :—that he 
had come to Liſbon about two years before 
for the benefit of his health, which was 
now conſiderably recruited :—that he was: 
an Engliſhman, and was ſuppoſed to be 
extremely rich; but that further they. 
could not ſay; only that he avoided ſo- 
ciety, ſpoke to no one but his own family; 
and gave away money very frequently and 
largely in charity :—that he was the ſub- 
Je& univerſally of converſation and con- 
jecture in the town in which he lived, and in 
all the neighbourhood, and was conſidered 
as a perlon deranged in his intelle&s. About 
the horſe, however, they ſaid they had not 
the ſmalleſt apprehenſions, for there was 
not a perſon in the country who would be 
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( 14 ) 
fooner truſted with any thing than Captain 
Markham, which, they obſerved, was his 
real name, though from the ſourneſs of his 
manners he had acquired the name of 


Amagro. 


Next morning the horfe was brought 
home, and along with it a letter directed 
to Wilmot, which, on opening, he found 
to contain the following words : 


. 


& Iſend you back the horſe, which carried 
me into town with more eaſe than I could 
have walked it, for I was curſedly fagged 
and fore with defending myſelf againſt the 
rogues who attacked me, and faith frighten- 
ed me to boot! Thank you. I cannot 
ſay but I would be glad to ſee you when 
you come this way —ſo, if you pleaſe, 


any one will direct you to 


« MILES MAREKHAM.“ 


Charles ſent back by the meſſenger an 
anſwer, 
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anſwer, written in terms expreſſive of re- 
fpe& to the Captain, aſſuring him that he 
would take the firſt opportunity to avail 
himſelf of the liberty that gentleman had 
ſo kindly allowed him, of paying his com- 
pliments in perſon. 


When our young gentleman communi- 
cated this invitation to his hoſt and hoſteſs, 
Monſieur Bouvet, who was a very ſenſible 
man, aſſured him that he might confider 
it as a very extraordinary compliment in- 
deed ; for that in all the time the Captain 
had lived there he would hold no inter- 
courſe with any, no not even with Engliſh- 
men—two of whom, gentlemen of great 
reſpectability, who lodged near them, had 
actually made ſeveral efforts to be on a 
footing of intimacy with him—but in vain, 
for he ſtudiouſly avoided them—and indeed 
ſhewed himfelf more averſe, if poſſible, to 
his own countrymen than to the people of 


any other nation, 
Charles 
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Charles concluded that ſome great and 
probably unmerited calamity had made 
this ſtrange impreſſion on the mind and 
temper of Captain Markham, and he could 
not help already entertaining a ſympathetic 
feeling for him and his misfortunes, and 
conceiving a hope that a ſimilarity of for- 
tunes might bring about between them a 
full intercourſe of ſentiment and a con- 
ſequent friendſhip. Strongly impreſſed 
with thoſe notions,. he determined to pay 
the old gentleman. a viſit the firſt day he 
went to that town, and give him at leaſt a 
fair opportunity of following up the in- 
cident which had brought them together 
with a more frequent and 1atimate inter-. 
courſe. 


In purſuance of this reſolution he went 
the next day to town, and readily found 
out the reſidence of a perſon whoſe eccen- 
tricity of character had rendered him ſo re- 
markable. He was ſhewn into an apart- 

ment, 


1 


666 
ment, where he was ſoon after waited upon 
by Captain Markham himſelf. 


& Well!” ſaid he“ Well, young man! 


l find you have come to ſee me, and can- 
= not ſay but I am glad of it.“ 


I ſhould think myſelf,” replied Wil- 


mot, much wanting in proper reſpect to 
Captain Markham, and in duty to myſelf, 


if I longer delayed to return him my thanks 
in perſon for the favour he did me in 


writing.” 


Do you want me,” ſaid the old gentle- 
man, ** to thank you again for the ſervice 
you did me? If you do, I will moſt cer- 
tainly diſappoint you. But tell me, why 
do you reſide in the cauntry ??? 


' © Becauſe, Sir, I am at preſent diſin- 
clined to ſociety, and love to be alone.” 


Damn it!“ ſaid the Captain brighten» 
ing, 


46 
ing, I took you to be an odd outlandiſh 
kind of a chap when firſt I ſaw you Eh! 
Did not I fay fo ?—I think I was right. — 
You love to be alone !—Eh !—So much 


the better. But tell me what brought you 
to Portugal?“ 


& A bad ſtate of health, Sir—and a de- 
fire to ſee foreign countries.“ 

« Sce foreign countries!“ repeated the 
Captain ſneeringly—** What the devil to 
do ?—The devil is in it if you have not 
raſcals and jilts enough at home without 
driving vp and down in foreign countries 
to ſearch for them Do you hope to find 
any country where your miſtreſs will not 
jilt you here your friend will not betray 
you—where your ſuperior in power will not 
play the inſolent tyrant over, and your in- 
ferior crouch with abject humility to you— 


or where ninety- nine men in a hundred of 


the great chain of ſociety, from the peer 
down to the beggar, do not ſpend their 
lives 


U 
n 


1 
5 3+] health—— 
1 


5 E 

y : lives in acting a two-fold part of villainy, 
1 drawing inceflanily on ruffian inſolence for 
9 Itneir loſſes in ſycophancy, pandariſm, and 
1 5 paraſitical meanneſs ? - But I forgot,“ con- 
tinued he, “ you talked of a bad ſtate of 


72 


« ] did, Sir,” ſaid Wilmot ; “ it was 


indeed my chief motive for coming to Por- 


Nrugal.“ 


* Why, how the plague came you to be 


in ſuch a bad tate of health as to require a 
warm climate ?—A young fellow like you! 


You look ſtout too A fever, or a thing 
of that kind, you 8 have had indeed 


* 
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Here Wilmot's face betrayed evident 
marks of uneaſineſs, and he ſighed. Mark- 
ham was not ſlow to perceive it. 


40 Hah Eh !—Perhaps ſome misfor- 


tune?” ſaid the old gentleman, «© Well, 


well 


1 


well—T will aſk you no more. Ay! ay? 


God help us !-—Misfortunes fly in this life 3 0 
thicker than ſhot in a battle But we muſt Ml 
Rand the field—if we cannot conquer we 
muſt not retreat—and all our comfort is, 


that death will at laſt relieve us But he q 1 


that ſubmits to that raſcal man is a poltroon | 
and a coward. —Are you unfortunate *— | 
Eh !—I believe you are—Are you not?“ 


&« Indeed, Sir,” replied Wilmot, 1 
cannot but admire your penetration, Few 


in this world can complain with truth of i 


ſuch miſery as he who now ſtands before 1 : 
you,” IF 


ee Then,” ſaid Markham, * there is 
ſome chance that you have not been en- 
tirely bereft of feeling and humanity, and 
F will converſe with you. Indeed your 
generous aſſiſtance, when I was attacked 
by aſſaſſins, made me believe ſo: but I was 
Rot ſure; for that might poſſibly have been 
an act of vanity, or mere unpetuous, incon- 
ſiderate 


7 C28; -3 

L ; gderate animal valour.—By the bye IJ have 
3 : never heard, for in truth I never inquired, 
WF ha became of the fellow I killed. Theſe 
: S things are nothing here.” 


Nor have I heard either,“ replied 
7 Wilmot: “ for obvious reaſons I made no 
| inquiry.“ 


„ 1 


Four name is Wilmot, you ſay Pray 
4 what country are you of 7” ſaid the old 
gentleman. 


ü e] am a native of Ireland the fon of 
Sir Clement Wilmot.“ 


lladeed!“ ſaid the other, ſtaring at 
bi The ſoa of Sir Clement Wilmot ! 
&# 1 once knew him when he was fir-leſs— 
 whcn he was plain Clem Wilmot ; and 
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voron my ſoul you have a ftrong reſem- 
= blance to him !—Pray tell me, is he yet 
alive?“ 


60 He 


« He is, Sir, thank God!” returned | 
Charles; and I hope will long live to ve, 1 | 
as he has long been, the delight of his fel- I : 
low-creatures, and the bleſſing of his coun- 3 7 
try.“ 1 


« Why, to tell the ch, he was a good 


lad; but when he got title and eſtate, I 


ſuppoſe they ſpoiled him, as they do every q 
one,” A 


« Upon my word, Sir,” replied Charles, 
« that is a point on which J may venture 
to anſwer you in the negative. What he J 7 
was before he had title and eſtate I can on- F 5 
ly know from report; but all who know 5 4 
him now will join me in ſaying, that it is I ; 
impoſhble he could ever have been better 2 
than he is at this day—if the moſt feeling F : 
heart, guided in its movements by a ſound * 
underſtanding — if beneficence and libe- 
rality, limited only by juſtice in its diſtri- N 
bution—and the moſt unfeigned piety and : 


humility, 
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Humility, can entitle a man to that cha- 
accer.“ | | 


What the plague, then,” interrupted 
e Captain haſtily, “can make a young 
low like you unbappy ?” 


& Alas, Sir!” replied Wilmot, © ſuch is 
y fate. You may well, indeed, be ſur- 
Priſed that a perſon of my youth, the ſon, 
x nd, without arrogating too much to my- 
We lf, I may ſay the favourite ſon of a Baro- 
F : et of immenſe fortunc, great connections, 
A Ind ſplendid character, ſhould come to be 
D bappy. Vet fo it is; but the cauſes of 
, 4 y miſery are fo involved 1n a feries of 
3 Wranſactions and incidents, filing up a 
WW pace of time not leſs than my whole life— 
o dull and tedious to afford any one 
3 umuſement—intereſting only to myſelf and 
ode involved in my fate - many of them 
WP nvolved in utter obſcurity, and incompre- 
enſible even to myſelſ—that no relation 
| f them, however laboured, could give an 

T adequate 
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( 24 ) 
adequate conception of them. Could you 
but know them, however, you would alloy 
that no man ever met with ſuch unparal. 
leled, and, I will ſay too, ſuch unmerited 


misfortunes as my ſelf.“ 


« Sir,” ſaid the old gentleman haſtily, 4 
« ] muſt deny your poſitionI beg your 
pardon! I do not mean offenſively but 
will maintain that my misfortunes are ten 
thouſand times greater than yours, be yours ; 
what they may, —Sir ! Sir! J have been ſo 
abuſed, ſo treated, ſo buffeted—Oh ! bla ? 
me, Heaven!“ ſaid he grinding his teeth, 5 : 


« if ever I forgive it!“ 


Here he roſe from his ſeat, and walked 
a few turns acroſs the room in great agita- 


tion“ Yes, Sir,” continued he, *I have 
been moſt inhumanly treated—neglected 4 
and oppreſſed ia my youth, forſaken in : 
my deepeſt diſtreſs, and betrayed by theſe 
whom molt I loved !”— Here he took a fes a 
turns more then muſing for a while, ai 


. ( 
; down, and in a cooler tone of voice pro- 
eeded: 


«© You are unfortunate, you ſay, and un- 

8 delcrvedly ſo. I believe both, and there- 
; | fore think I may ſafely communicate with 
 vou: for I will let you into one ſecret of 
the human heart which manifold expe- 
rience bas unfolded to me, and may be 
a of uſe to you hereafter, It is this that the 
f : W :ccital of others' miſeries ſeldom excites, 


; in the breaſts of thoſe who are happy, any 
"WK other ſenſations than languor, ridicule, diſ- 
b, ; like, or contempt ; and for one man who 

fcels it with ſympathetic ſorrow, there are 
4 ten chouſand whom it ſerves only for mali- 


cious paſtime, inhuman triumph, or de- 
rraction. Men who have themſelves muck 
13 enſibility, if unexperienced in the ways of 
e world, are moſt fooliſhly prone to 
eck ſome friendly boſom into which to pour 
"YN a portion of their grief: the boſom may be 
bend, but every channel to it will be fro- 
iin bp-and the ice of worldly caution, with 

Vor. III. * its 
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60 
its ſmooth impenetrable ſurface, will be 
found to dam up all acceſs to it. Indulge 
not then the propenſity to impart your ſor- 
rows to others: for it will ſerve no purpoſe 
but to ex poſe you to unfeeling contempt, 
and to unveil to your view the filthy 
nakedneſs of your lellow-creatures, till 
at laſt, by natural conſequence re- acting 
upon them, you will become a miſanthrope; 
while, its regular current being ſtopped, 
your beneficence will turn back upon its 


ſource, ſtagnate, and become poiſon. Above 


all, avoid the exotic fungus of the day, the 


upliart ſpawn of putre faction; he who, born 


in ſqualid wretchedneſs, and familiariſed 
even with his mother's milk to crouching 
vaſſalage, conceives not nor can feel the 
ſtings of an ingenuous mind in ſorrow —and 


who, unuſed to wealth, knows not how to ex- 5 


tract from it the greateſt bleſſing it can im- 

part, the power of bleſſing others.“ 
| 5 
Charles replied, that he was ſo well con- 
vinced of the juſtice of his remarks, that 
his 


= 6527) 

; : is conduct ſhould always be guided by 
em; and in doing ſo he ſhould have no 
eat difficulty to overcome, having never 
; Welt the propenſity to which the other al- 
aded— And if he talked of his affairs to 
im, it was only becauſe he felt within 
imſelf that there was ſomething in their 
W-(>-&ive conditions that would probably 
Vaken their mutual ſympathy for each 
, WScicr. 


la _ 


oe old gentleman was much pleaſed 
ih the manner of Wilmot, and even flat- 
ered by his attention.“ This day,” ſaid he, 
d 5 you ſhall dine with me, if you have no very 
8 


. 


atticular engagement In the evening we 
E : Wil! retire to the arcade at the end of my 
d R=i<<n, and there over a bottle of wine and 
x- plate of olives converſe together freely. 
n- L : lean time, if you have any other buſineſs 
o tranſact in the neighbourhood, or any 
2 [11ts to pay, go and diſpatch them, that the 
de of the evening may be our own.” 


C 2 Wilmot 
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Wilmot accordingly left the old gentleman 
and returned at the appointed hour, when 
he found an excellent dinner prepared, and 


ſerved up in a ſtyle of ſimple elegance, 


which, when coupled with the extravagant 
and whimſical manner of his hoſt, aſtoniſh- 
ed him, At dinner they were -attended 
by one ſervant only, a black man, to whom 
the Captain ſpoke occaſionally in a lan- 


guage unknown to Wilmot. Beſide the 
wine of the country, he had a variety of 
others, ſuch as madcira, claret, hock, &c. 


with different liqueurs of exquiſite flavour; 


and in ſhort ſhewed evidently that he was 
a perfect adept in the avoir vivre. Dur- 


ing dinner- time he ſeemed to have ſlipped MW 

out of the rough huſk that uſually enve- 
loped him; and to his black ſervant dil-f 
played a 900 of manners that wou 


have done honour to any man. To the : 


dinner ſucceeded a deflert of the moſt ex: 
quiſitely delicious fruits; and, on the whole, 
the mode of his entertainment, che neatne|: 
and at the ſame time the richneſs of eve!) 
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appendage to it, and the unexpected ſuavity 


of che old gentleman's deportment, joined to 


the exhilarating influence of the wine, gave a 


urn to the ſpirits of our youth to which he 
5 had for ſome time been a ſtranger. As 


ſoon as dinner was over, they retired to 


another room, formed into an arched ſa- 


loon that projected into the garden. Here 
there was a table laid with wine, and they 
ſar down to it It will be time enough, 
ſaid the Captain, to talk about the bitters 
of life when we can no longer reliſh the 


ſveets; the pleaſure theſe impart is of but 
Ws ſhort duration—let us therefore make the 


belt ule of them. Then taking the bottle 
and proceeding to fill his glafs—* Young 
gentleman,” ſaid he, I fill for a bumper 
toaſt, Your health! But before I drink it, 
give me leave to offer you, in the beſt terms 
{am able, my moſt fincere acknowledge» 
ments for the very eflential ſervices you 
have rendered me. Then putting the bottle 
acroſs to Charles, who alſo filled his glaſs, 
** Give me your hand,” ſaid he. Charles 

C 3 accord- 
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accordmegly preſented him his hand, which 
he held while he drank—then laying down . 
his glaſs, put upon the young man's finger | 

adiamond ring of unuſual magnitude, and 
of the fineſt water Accept this, my gal- ; 
lant fellow!“ ſaid he, “ as a ſmall teſti. Þ 
mony of my gratitude and goodwill,” — il 
Charles, overcome with confufion at ſuch Ml 
unmerited generoſity, was about to ſpeak, 
but the old gentleman ſtopped him“ Not 
a word!” ſaid he: 1 am old and arbitrary, 
and will have my own way; nor ſhall my i | 
gratitude, I hope, have ſuch narrow limits 
as to ſtop here—You are the only man 
now on earth to whom I owe an obligation, 
and you muſt not diminiſh the force of it 
by refuſing to indulge me in my own way.” *F 


Nothing could exceed the aſtoniſhment 
of Wilmot; and he ſcarcely knew whe- W 
ther to conſider all this revolution in the 
behaviour of old Markham as a reality, 


or as the workings of imagination in 4 
cream. 


To 


4 

Toa mind naturally good, nothing con- 

veys ſuch ſolid felicity as a full opportu- 

nity of diſcloſing the finer feelings of hu- 

manity. Nature had given to Captain 
Markham one of the beſt of hearts; the 
chilling inhumanity of a ſelfiſh world had 
given it a kind of artificial contraction, and 
t now began to warm and dilate to its na- 
taral expanſion, He flattered himſelf he 
had found an honeſt fellow, and a friend, 
and was not the leſs pleaſed becauſe it was 
in a young man he found them; and he be- 
came, if not cheerful, at leaſt ſomething like 
it, The bottle therefore paſſed about, and it 
was not till the ſervant gave the old gentle- 
man his uſual ſummons to coffee in the ar- 
cade that they thought of moving. Thither, 
however, they retired and took their coffee; 
which done, two black ſervants attended, 
each carrying in his hand a machine of a 
conſtruction to new and extraordinary to 
our young gentleman that he was entirely at 
a loſs what to think of them—* You will 
perceive, Sir,” ſaid Captain Markham, 
* by thole houccas, that J am an Eaſt n- 
C4 dlan, 
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( 32 ) 
dian, or, as they charitably denominate us in 
Europe, a nabob. He then explained the 
nature of thoſe ſmoking machines, to the 
great entertainment of Charles—whom he 
exhorted, at the fame time ſetting him che- 
example, to make uſe of them, aſſuring 
him that they were ſovereign in caſes of 
ſpleen or hypochondria, and that if it had 
not been for the aſſiſtance of thoſe his 
worthy friends and companions he muſt 
have long fince ſunk beneath the preſſure of 
his feelings. 


The ſervants having withdrawn, Cap- 
tain Markham addreſſed himſelf to Wil- 
mot, and ſaid It cannot ſurpriſe you that 
I ſhould find myſelf warmly intereſted in 
the welfare of a man who ſaved my life. 
In conſidering that point, however, I affure 
you lay more account bythe reflection that 
Thave found a perſon capable of ſuch an act 
of generous gallantry, than on the actual 
benefit I have perſonally derived from it 
for life never was over-rated by me, and 
has for ſome years paſt given me very little 
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concern or anxiety, unleſs it were at tnnes 
to part with it. Thus intereſted as I avow 
myſelf to be in your welfare, you will ex- 
cuſe the earneſt curioſity I have to know 
how you have come to be, as you fay you 
are, unhappy. Nor will I ſuffer you to 
imagine that this curiofity ariſes merely 
from an unworthy, idle, womaniſh defire 
for anecdote—but affure you on my honour 
that it proceeds from an anxious inclination 
to do any thing and every thing that may 


poſſibly be in my power to alleviate your 
misfortunes.” 


Wilmot made the Captain a ſuitable re- 
turn for his profeſſions of friendſhip, the 
ſiacerity of which it was impoſſible to call 


in queſtion; and though he was convinced 


that it was not in the old gentleman's power 
to afford him either conſolation or relief, 
he gratified his wiſhes by giving lum a de- 
tail of the leading incidents of his life, 
nearly as related already in the previous 
part of our hiſtory, and bringing up the 

C5 narrative 
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("0 3 
narrative of his ſufferings even to the day 
on which he bade him tell them.“ 


During this recital, Captain Markham 
underwent a variety of emotions, which did 
not eſcape the obſervation of Wilmot—He 
ſtamped—he ſtruck the table with his fiſt 
as if he would ſplit t—he graſped the few 
tragments of hair which time had left be- 
neath his temples—he grinned, he raved, 
and he ſwore .- By the Lord, Sir! he would 
ſay when Charles would ſtop,“ they are all 
mad—Oh the villain ! (meaning Godfrey.) 
I wiſh I had him here, and d—n me if [ 
would not—W hat a wolf— What an aſs— 
What a brute—W hat an 1deot !” (meaning 
Mr. Howard.) Then when he ſpoke of 
the fidelity of Arabella, Ah! the dear 
creature Charming girl! Noble young 
woman!“ — But when he related the con- 
duct of Sir Clement, Excellent, excel- 
lent man!“ he would cry. “ By Heaven, 
Sir, he is an honour to the creation!“ 


At 
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At length, when about one o'clock in the 
morning Charles had concluded his ſtory, 
« Look you, Sir!” ſaid the Captain very 
gravely—** It 1s plain that your brother 
Godtiey, that baſe fon of a good father and 
mother, has been at the bottom and 1s the 
cauſe of all your misfortunes, and the con- 
founded Parſon has been his prompter.,— 
Why, Vl tell you what, I would ſooner 
let looſe one hundred of the largeſt and 
fherceſt royal tigers in Bengal among a 
community, than one unprincipled fana- 
tical churchman of any religion whatever! 
Ay, and they would do leſs milchicf too. The 
hand of every one would be lifted againſt 
the one as an avowed open enemy, but the 
other prowls along inſidiouſly under the 
hypocritical maſk of friendſhip and good 
will to men. Why, Sir, they are worſe than 
attorneys, But come, I perceive you are 


fatigued; ſuch late hours are unfit for you. 
Fill your glaſs ! and, when you pleaſe, goto 
bed, there 15 one ready for you. To-mor- 
20 we will talk further of this matter; and 
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( 36 ) 
if your Arabella' does not turn out in the 
end as great a jilt to you as my firſt and 
only love turned out to me, you may yet 
be happy ; for, as to your father's overſtrain- 
ed delicacy about a clandeſtine marriage, 
I do not underſtand 1t—it is all ſtuff and 


curſe me if you and a fine girl ſhall fall a 
ſacrifice to it if I can help it! 


II. 


C HAP. 


Next morning Wilmot found the 
Captain very cloudy in his aſpect. The- 
treacherous ſupport of the previous even- 
ing had ſhipped from under him, and left: 
his ſpirits a prey to gloomy bitter reflec- 
tion. Ze was himſelf well aware of this 
feebleneſs, and ſaid to Charles, © You 
muſt not mind me, young gentleman 
| am uſually troubled with what I call tbe 
zlue devils in the morning. By dinner- 
time, however, I ſhall be able to ſhake 
them off.” Breakfaſt being over, Wilmot 
prepared to depart What!“ ſaid the 
old gentleman, “ you have no inclination 
then to hear my ſtory? and yet, give me 
leave to te!} you, it might be entertaining, 
perhaps inſtructive; and it would at leaſt 
altord you the conſolation to know that you 
are 


1 
are not the only man in the world who has 
cauſe to complain of the cruelty of fate.“ 


«© Upon my word, Sir,” ſaid Wilmot, 
« 1 ſhoul! think myſelf highly favoured 
with your ſtory; and if I did not aſk you 
to relate it, the reaſon was, I was unwilling 1 
to take a freedom that might hurt your 
feelings, or bring back to your recollection, 


perhaps with renewed force, ſomething 
which it might be more conducive to your 
peace to have buried in oblivion.“ 


& Since that is the caſe, then,” returned 
the Captain, “ you ſhall be indulged. Go 
and diſpoſe of your time as you think pro- 
per between this and dinner. Be then i 


here; and, after we have dined, I will re- 
* N 3, l 
late to you my hiſtory. 


Accordingly Wilmot, after taking a ride 
to his lodgings, and informing his friends 
there where he had. ſpent the night, no 
doubt to their great ſurpriſe, returned and 

4 | dined 


6 
dined with Captain Markham; who, after 
the ſame ceremonies, at the ſame hour, and 
in the ſume place as Wilmot had related 
his the night before, began his little hittory 
in the following words : 


"a 
Captain Markham's Story. 


« MY father was a younger brother of a 


very reſpectable family in that coungry 
which gave you birth. He had, at an 
early age, made choice of a military life, 
which 1s only to fay in other words that he 
embraced poverty from choice; for, when 
a min has no intereſt with men in power, 
no money to purchaſe, and no talents or 
diſpoſition for ſervility, he has no chance 
of riſing in the army (I mean the King of 
England's army), be his merit and profeſ- 
fional abilities what they may. Being of 
an 2morous complexion he fell in love with 
a young lady, who rewarded his altach- 
ment by putting her all, that is to ſay a very 
tine perſon and about two hundred pounds, 
into 
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into his poſſeſſion. She was, to ſay no 


more than truth, an excellent woman, and 
managed his little income (only lieutenant's 
pay) with ſuch {kill that they contrived to 
live together very comfortably for a few 
years. But as they both were young, 
ſtrong, and healthy, and were exempted 
by the narrowneſs of their circumſtances 
from the debilitating effects of luxury and 
repletion, they bred like rabbits, and in 
five years had five children; when my 
father's regiment being ordered abroad on 
ſervice, and he being unable to carry fo 
numerous a family along with him, -we 
were all, together with my mother, left at 
home, under the protection of a brother of 
hers, to live upon the intereſt of her two 
hundred pounds, and as much of my fa- 
ther's pay as his frugality could enable him 
to allow us. 


ce In about two years after my father's 
departure, a ſmall- pox of a moſt virulent 
ind ſeized my mother's lutle flock, and 
Out 


I 


6 
out of her five children left her only my- 
ſelf, A deep and rooted melancholy ſeized 
ner-—ſhe pined away, and gradually de- 
clined ; till the following campaign, taking 
her huſband off in the field of battle, cloſed 
the ſcene with her death, which took place 


in twelve hours after the news of that event 
reached her. 


« Thus was I left, at the age of about 
four years, an orphan, with no other de- 
bpendence than the protection of my uncle, 
ho was certainly a man of large property, 
and the ſum of two hundred pounds which 
I have already mentioned to you. My 
W uncle took me into his houſe, became my 
guardian, and ſupported me for the intereſt 
of my money ; which being twelve pounds, 
and he living in the cheapeſt country in the. 
W world, might be conſidered as not leſs than 
ede hundred per cent. profit on my real 
expences: and for this he expected all the 
oy ertitude, and claimed to himſelf all the 
Zerit, that he could have done had I lived 


POR: 


. | HET, e r 
Sy 8 8 e n. — 
A A. ISS] 3 1 
IE oy 8 3 
* hes 7 3 5 > » 75 *T, "4 1 wart Si 
We ST 3 * V W 


** 8 8 
on 5 DID \ 


1 
upon and been ſupplied entirely at his 
expence, As I grew up, I was not unfre- 
quently reminded of my ſtate of depend. 
ence and told that it could not laſt long, 
as he muſt look to his own family, which 
was large. In proportion as I advanced WW 
in underſtanding I felt with increaſed 


and, being by nature extremely proud, 
ſhould before I was fifteen years of age 
have quitted his houſe, let the event have 
been what it might, had I not been re- 
ſtrained by a ſtronger power even than pride 
itſelf—a power which may truly be ſaid to 
reign lord paramount over all the paſſions, iſ 
to ſubdue the moſt rugged diſpoſitions of 
the ſoul, and appeaſe or at leaſt check the 
moſt violent tranſports of the mind: I mean 
love. 


% My uncle had a daughter, whoſe 5 
beauty was ſuch that, to convey to you if 
an idea of 1ts extent, I will barely ſay that 
in all probability the moſt beautiful wo- 
man 
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man you have ever ſeen was inferior to her; 
and her mind, I thought, was ſtill more 
angelic than her perſon. Almoſt from 
infancy I loved her—in manhood I adored 
her; and, from every inference that might 
fairly and rationally be drawn from her 
conduct, which, though conſiſtent with the 
moſt extreme modeſty, was not without 
ſtrong manifeſtations of feeling, I was led to 
believe that my paſſion was returned. For 
her ſake, therefore, I bore the daily inſult- 
ing infinuations of her father, who was as 
clumſy in the manner of expreſſing, as he 
was unjuſt in the principles that dictated 
them, 


© It was my good fortune to be very much 
beloved by all the people of our neighbour- 
hood, my own relations only excepted, 
In their view the helpleſſneſs of my ſitua- 
tion was ſuhicient cauſe for diſguſt ; and, 
as ] n up, they all 11 turn took upon 
them, under the pretext of zeal for my in- 
Wy to turn dictators, and overwhelm 
me 
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me with advice, cautions, and documents; 
above all things expreſſing their admira- 
tion that a grown-up youth, full of health 
and ſtrength, ſhould lounge away his time 
at home, while ſo many thouſands with 
inferior qualifications were daily going 
abroad 1nto the world, and returning home 
to their friends with independent fortunes. 
My uncle particularly gave me many hints 
of this kind; and: an entire diſcovery of 
my having entertained a. violent love for 
my couſin, brought about by the wicked- 
neſs of an eaves- dropping ſervant-maid, 
accelerated the burſting of the ſtorm that 
had already been thickening over my head. 
He accuſed me in the moſt groſs terms of 
wicked and diſhoneſt intentions towards his 
daughter ; and when I attempted to juſtify 
myſelf by faying, that fo far from harbour- 
ing any evil intention towards her I had 
never entertained a thought that was not 
lawful and that had not wedlock in view, | 
he grew ten thouſand times more ont- 
rageous—called me an inceſtuous dog for 
thinking 


n 2 „r 
9 ES i „ D ME nal 
5 


( 45-) 


thinking of marriage with ſo near a rela- 
tion, and an inſolent madman for pre- 
ſuming, beggar as I was, to look up to bis 
daughter. Finally, he told me I muſt pre- 
pare to depart in three or four days; in 
which time he would lay fome plan for my 
future conduct, and take up a ſufficiency 
of my money to enable me to carry that 
plan into execution. 


« Although I was at this time of a ſize 
and ſtrength to cope with moſt men, and 
was far from being deficient in perſonal 
courage, my uncle had fo entirely got the 
dominion of terror over my mind that I 
was unable to anſwer him as I ought to 
have done, but, burſting into tears, retired, 
and immediately left the houſe, 


In our neighbourhood reſided an Eng- 
lin gentleman of the name of Wilſon, who 
had always honoured me with a great ſhare 
of friendſhip and kindneſs. It is to him and 
his inſtructions ] am indebted for almoſt 
every 
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every thing I know of letters. He had 
been a captain of a merchant ſhip ; and, 
having accidentally met and married a wo- 
man from that country, left the ſea-faring 
life, and retired to a rural life in that place, 
where, having buried his wife, he deter- 
mined to remain till death ſhould mix his 
duſt with hers. Naturally humane and 
tender of heart, his actions were not only 
dictated by goodneſs, but governed by the 
ſtricteſt juſtice, I do not mean legal juſ- 
tice merely as it concerns property, but that 
innate ſentimental juſtice which engages a 
man to determine rightly on every ſubject 
that ariſes, He early ſaw my unprotected 
defenceleſs fituation—lamented the neglect 
with which I was treated—piticd the want 
of education under which he ſaw I was 
likely to run up into manhood—and, out 
of pure principles of charity and benefi- 
cence, took the pains himſelf to. inſtruct 
me in reading, writing, arithmetic, ac- 
counts, and navigation ; which, though at 
that time the whole of my attainments, 
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; Was 
aid me afterwards, in my progreſs through 
life, yeoman's ſervice. 


To this gentleman I immediately went 
upon leaving my uncle's, told him all that 
had paſſed, and earneſtly conjured him to 
direct me how to act, as his wiſdom and 
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knowledge of the world well qualified him 
to do. The good man wept.— Oh, may 
J eternally periſh when I forget him 
when I ceate to adore his revered me- 
W ory !—when I negle& to make him the 
© firlt object of my daily and nightly peti- 
tions to Heaven! He execrated my uncle 
W with all che vehe:nence of an honeſt indig-— 
4 nant heart, working'off its effuſions through 
che rough huſk of a feaman—defired me to 
remain in his hovſe till he could reflect on 
the matter with coolneſs and deliberation 
and bade me comfort myſelf wich the aſſur- 
ance, that, fo far as his means would enable 
hiq to act, I ſhuuld not want a friend. 


c 


Next day, by Captain Wilſon's advice, 
I wrote 
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{ wrote a letter to my uncle, demanding 
that my little property ſhould be put int, 
my hands, as I was determined to give hin 
no further trouble, and bad thrown myſel 
under the protection of a friend who wa 
about to put me in a way of providing fat 
myſelf. To this letter I received for an. 
{wer, that the balance of my fortune, if on 
a fair account any was found due to me, 
ſhould be paid as ſoon as he could look 
into his books and make up the account: 
between us, which, he obſerved, would 
coſt him ſome time and trouble, And by 
the ſame hand I received a letter from his 
daughter, informing me, that, although 
ſhe could not deny her having entertained 
a very warm attachment to me; yet he 
father had ſo clearly pointed out to her the 
criminality of ſuch a paſſion, that ſhe mult 
thenceforward decline holding any furthe 
mtercourſe with me than ſuch as a brothe! 
might hold with a ſiſter. 


« Captain Wilſon, who, whenever be 
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grew warm with anger, generally flew into 
that intemperate coarſe roughneſs which 
diſtinguiſhes the ſons of the boiſterous ele- 
ment, expreſſed his abhorrence of both 
father and daughter, and damned them 
both a hundred times, under the appella- 
tions of * Lubber ! Raſcal l Sow !* and other 
names which thoſe who have been much 
at ſea are pretty expert at, and concluded 
with bidding me prepare for being cheated 
out of every ſhilling. But, We'll ſee— 
we'll ſee, continued he, © whether we can- 
not contrive to ſtow you with a freſh freight, 
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hö and put you under-way ſomehow or other. 
, 
199 | 
ed * The event turned out pretty nearly as 
het WW tte good man foreboded; for, in about a 
the WW week or ten days after, I received a packet 
uit WY incloſing my account, which ſtood thus: 
hear 
1 Per Contra. 
het i Principal ſum « L. 200 | 15 Years diet and 
intereſt for 15 years, clothing, at 2ol. 
at © fer cent. - 180 per annum = L. 300 
Balance due M. M. 80 
Ic | 
| L. 380 L. 380 
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& As {oon as Captain Wilſon read this 
honeſt account, he remained for ſome mo- 
ments ſilent, while his countenance exhi- 
bited ſuch a picture of various paſſions as 
I never before or fince beheld. At laſt he 
burſt forth into a volley of terrible execra- 
tions—* Twenty pounds a-year Damn 
the ſhark to perdition !—No one within 
his walls ever conſumed twenty pounds in 
five years except himſelf. —He, ay he, the 
gorbellied porpoiſe—ay, he has a digeſtion 
that would {ſwallow the devil, if he was on- 
ly hung out as a bait for him.—T'I] tell 
you what you ſhall do. Go take the eighty 
pounds; and, as ſoon as you have it in 
your hand, fling it in his face, and jamb his 
teeth down his throat with it. Though 
No—that would pleaſe. him—for Pl} be 
damned if ſuch a raſcal would not fell all 
his teeth to the devil, ay if there was a ſoul 
in every one of them, for half the money 
therefore that won't do —Stay, ſtay, I will 
ſend him a challenge directly and if he 
does not fight me, poſt him up upon the 

church- 


4 
chourch-door for a coward as well as & 
| cheat,” 


I ſaw it would be vain to attempt 
F topping the torrent of the honeſt old gen- 
WW ilcman's indignation, and therefore reſolved 
vo let it take its courſe and ſpend itſelf; 
for, knowing that the fountain from (whence 
it ſprang (his heart), though now per- 
turbed, was naturally ſweet and kindly, I 
bad little doubt of his ſoon coming back 
to himſelf. ——Nor was I wrong. He fat 
Fdown—leaned his head upon his hand 
bbed his forehead two or three times im- 
Ipatiently—then. giving vent to a ſigh, which 
emed as if it would burſt his ſides, ſaid, 
that he would mark out a track for me, 
ich, if I kept a good look-ont and a 
Low feady fail, might bring me into a 
od port at laſt,” 


* He then told me that his intention was 
end me to London, and give me a let- 


"19 an old friend, who once commanded 


a ſhip 
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& ſhip in the ſervice of the Eaſt India Con. WW; 
pany, and was then a Director“ He i | 
grown rich,” ſaid he, © and probably i 
grown a raſcal—but he was an honeſt fel. 
low. We have weathered many hard gale 
together, and I was once a friend to hin 
when he wanted a friend—=No matter far 
that. However, being a ſeaman, I do ng 
think he will be fo likely to veer about with 
the ſqualls of fortune as your money-grub- 
bing land- ubbers; and as I ſhall not ak 
a very great favour from him, I think he 
will ferve you on my account, and gn 
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you a fair trial, ſo as to enable you it 
determine whether you would prefer ti 


WWW 


land or ſea ſervice; though I would advit 
you as a friend not to be deceived by the 1& 
mantic accounts of a {ca-farins life, which 
with all my hab:iual fondneſs for it, is ih 
laſt in the world! into which I would wilt 
to put a ſon of mine.” 


« In effect 1 determined to adopt i 
Plan, and accordingly received my eight? 


6 


j pounds from the harpy my uncle; with 
W which, together with a ſum of fifty pounds, 
and a variety of little equipments beſtowed 
Won me by Captain Wilſon, I proceeded 
Wo London. 


I went round. by fea, My paſſage 
vas long, and ſo extremely tempeſtuous, 
dangerous, and to me horrible, that I found 
. mi ſelf much diſguſted with a ſea-ſaring life, 
Rad confirmed in my reſolution to take 
Captain Wilſon's advice and avoid it. I 
' therefore reſolved to make choice of the 
Wrnilitary, Accordingly the gentleman to 
. 8 [ was recommended, and who in- 
j ceed ſeemed happy to oblige his worthy 
: od friend, procured me an appointment 
cadet on the Bengal eſtabliſhment; and, 
E my purſe was too light to enable me to 
C.. < a paſſage in the uſual ſtyle at the Cap- 
Mins table, got me, with the protection of 
F-- commanding officer, to take my paſ- 
de under the character of a guinea is, 
oqunal non-working midſhipman, on 
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C843 
board the Malacca Eaſt Indiaman, bound 
to Bengal direct. 


« As ſoon as ] arrived at Calcutta I was 
attached to a corps of ſepoys quartered x 
ſhort way up the country, and in about i 
three weeks after took leave of that plac: i 
and proceeded up the country by water, 
delighted with my ſituation, and charmed 
with the beauty and richneſs of the country 
through which the majeſtic Ganges mean- 
ders, fertilizing and enriching it with bound 
leſs commerce. I will not now enter into 
a deſcription of that great country, the 
ſource of ſo much wealth and power to 
Great Britain, but bring up my own hi- 
tory to a particular period. 


« My rife in the army was very rapid 
for, in that ſervice, rank goes not either 0; 
favour or intereſt, but by regular and jul 

Jat! I aw a vaſt number of gala 
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officers fall by the {word of the enemy, 200 
the deleterious effects of che climate, Wh 
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at that time was much worſe and more 
fatal to European conſtitutions than it is at 
preſent. In a few years I had a very pro- 
fitable command ; and, being always averſe 
to diſſipation, and deteſting both drinking 
and gambling, I became rich, without do- 
ing any one act that can tend to embitter 
either my life or my death. 


te During this time ] conſtantly corre- 
fonded with Captain Wilſon, and from 
him heard that the young lady, my couſin, 
bad at length beſtowed her hand on a gen- 
tleman of fortune in a neighbouring county. 
You who love with ſuch ardour will be 
able to form ſome conception of what my 
wig muſt have been; for I muſt con- 
5 I continued to cheriſh the hope of yet 


—— 


polleſſing her till the very moment I read 


ne account of her marriage. That in- 
4 281 

ormation rendered life irk ſome to me, and 
crove me to acts of deſperation, which, in 


de diſcharge of my profeſſional duty, made 
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„ 
or danger, and tended to raiſe my reputa. 
don very high. 1 had the happineſs of 
paying my benevolent patron and protec- 
tor his money, and even of contributing to 
his comfort, and prevailing on him to en- 
large the circle of his domeſtic enjoy ments, 
by accepting of a carriage and pair, with a 
ſuitable income, in the decline off his life. 


By this time,” continued Markham, 
© I preſume you think yourſelf qualified to 
decide on the character of my very worthy 
uncle. But J have yet to aſtoniſn you, by 
revealing what you will think a new and 
extraordinary phenomenon in the human 
heart, exemplified in the conduct of that 
worthleſs man, Soon after my preſents to 
Captain Wilſon were firſt talked of in his 
neighbourhood (for the good man loſt no 
time in relating them, I dare ſay with ex- 
aggeration), my uncle wrote to me a moi 
fond paternal letter, expreſſing the greateſt 
Joy at having heard of my welfare, aſſuring 
me of his unalienable affect ion, and invit- 
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ing me to reſide at his houſe whenever I 
W 011d think proper to return home. On 
W ff reading this letter I was ſtupefied but 
nge ſucceeded, and I tore and trampled 
; it under foot. Then recollecting that it 
I was a curioſity in its kind, I was at the pains 
W pick up the fragments with great 1n- 
4 duſtry, and to paſte them together again; 
3 and ] have them now by me. I wrote a 
letter in anſwer to it, ſuch as you may ſup- 
W poſe reſentment and contempt to diftate ; 
W but, before an opportunity offered of ſend- 
' ing it off, a thought ſtruck me, that I might 
poſſibly be able to take a much more effec- 
q twal way of mortifying him, I therefore 
} deſtroyed my own letter, without abating 
© one atom of my anger at his, and immedi- 
Fatcly fat down and wrote an account of it, 
| and my ſentiments on it, to Captain Wil- 
Fion, defiring to hear from him on the fub- 


Led, and leaving the reſt to the direction of 
chance. 


* Some time ſubſequent to this event, 
D 5 it 
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it happened, that after a long and fa. 
tiguing march I was ſeized with a bilious 
fever, in the courſe of which I contracted 
a diſeaſed liver, which grew ſo bad as to 
adhere to my fide, and brought me to ſuch 
a debilitated declining ſtate that my phy- 
ſician gave it as his opinion it was neceflary 
for me to proceed to Europe for the reco- 
very of my health. I accordingly ſet fail 
for Europe, and in ſomewhat more than 
five months from the day of my departure 
from the river of Bengal landed at South- 
ampton. 


„On my arrival in London I wrote to 
my old friend Captain Wilſon, who ſert 
me an anſwer full of congratulations on 
my return to my native country; for ſo, 
when compared with the diſtant region! 
had been in, he conſidered England ;—1n- 
formed me that my uncle was ſtill. alive, 
and talked of me in a ſtyle of warm affec- 
tion; but that he had not yet diſcloſed, 
nor would be till he had my conſent dil- 

cloſe, 


( 


cloſe, to him my arrival in Europe. Os: 
receipt of this letter a thought ſtruck me,, 
which I determined to communicate to that. 
worthy man, and afterwards, if he approved 
of it, to put in practice. I reaſoned with. 
myſelf thus: —“ My uncle and his family, 
however ill they may have treated me, are 
yet the neareſt. or rather only conneCtions 
| have, Perhaps he may have come to a 
ſenſe of his cruelty to me, and wiſhes to 
atone for it by the beſt means in his power. 
If that be the caſe, why ſhould I: be obſti- 
nately unforgiving? At the ſame time, 
perhaps, this change 1n his ſentiments may 
proceed wholly from the alteration in my 
circumſtances ; and it is more than pro- 
bable my wealth may effect that in his 
heart which the ties of conſanguinity could 
not do. I will try his ſincerity, and give 
nim at leaſt a fair opportunity to evince his 
affection, if he has any or to diſcloſe the 
cloven foot, which I rather fear will be the. 
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In purſuance of this reſolution I wrote 
to Captain Wilſon, informing bim of my 
defign—and requeſted him, if he approved 


of the plan, and was willing to bear a part 


in it, to inform my uncle that I had landed 
in England, after having been diſmifled the 
Company's ſervice, with hardly a ſhilling 
in my pocket, and that he (Wilſon) had 
ſent me money to bear my charges home. 
To this letter I received an anſwer, by 
which it appeared the good old man ap- 
proved of my ſcheme, and, aſſuring me that 
he would do the needful, exhorted me to 
come over as ſoon as poſlible, he being very 
impatient to fee me. | 


3 
2 
. 


& Accordingly I ſet out from London, 
after having previouſly equipped myſelf at 
Monmouth Street with a tarniſhed military 
uniform, which I improved by cutting the 
coat in various places, and either ſewing 
them badly or putting patches on them 
and arrived in due time at Dublin, where 
taking a lodging, and leaving my effects 
in 
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in care with a faithful black ſervant (he 
whom you ſaw attend table), I ſet out in 
my ſhabby dreſs on foot towards my native 
village. 


« I contrived that it ſhould be night 
when J arrived there, in order to avoid 
obſervation ; and I went directly to the 
houſe of Captain Wilſon, who was ſo over- 
10yed to fee me that his aged frame almoſt 
funk under it; and, in the fullneſs of his 
heart, he declared that that one interview was 
[uticient to compenſate to him for all the 
lorrows he had undergone fince he ſaw me, 
tor it was the only pleaſure he had long 
hoped to enjoy on this fide the grave. 
With regard to my uncle, he obſerved that 
I mult prepare to receive every mortification 
from him, and to bear with temper a diſ- 
covery which would ſerve only to convince 
me that he was ſtill a worſe and a meaner 
man than I had ever conceived him to be. 


In effect, the next day I proceeded to 
— 
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35 
my uncle's houſe, determined to diſmiſs 
from my heart all anger and reſentment, 
and to manage him with ſuch cool dexterity 
as ſhould leave him no loop- hole through 
which to eſcape, I met him in the yard 
He flared at me. I ſaluted him with great 
humility, my manner bearing every ſem- 
blance of duty and affection. ©* Who are 
you ? ſaid he.—* Alas, Sir!” ſaid I, © have 
a very few years made ſuch an alteration in 
me that you do not recollect your nephew 
Miles Markham ?'—*© Hah ! you are he 
then ?—You are that wicked ſcape-grace 
of whom no good could be got in his 
youth, and who now, in advanced age, is 
as bad as ever!—Hah !—Well, what do 
you want now ?—lt you want ſomething to 
eat, you may go into the kitchen and get 
it, and go away again. 


«« Good God, Sir!” returned J, © is it 
thus you treat a relation, who ought ta 
ſtand even as a ſon in your affections?“ 
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ce c Ay, ay, I remember, ſaid he F 
remember very well that you wanted to 
make yourſelf my ſon by marrying my 
daughter.—Ah ! you inceſtuous dog !—lt 
is no wonder you do not thrive—no won= 
der you have neither luck nor grace But IL 
find you were turned out of the army; your 
friend old Engliſh Wilfon, to whom you 
ſent ſuch great preſents from India, tells me 
you were broke -] ſuppoſe for ſome fraud 
—[t was for nothing good, to be ſure,” 


* Here I could ſcarcely ſuppreſs my re- 
ſentment; but as he was my uncle—labour- 
ed under extreme old age—and was af- 
flicted with the gout—and as of courſe I 
could manifeſt my reſentment only in 


words, I ſmothered it, and ſaid, No, Sir! 


thank God I am incapable of committing 
a fraud I-] was diſmiſſed only for challen- 
ging my ſuperior officer,” 


*< Ay,” ſaid he, *ſo you ſay; but] do not. 
velicve you, I am ſure you are telling me a 
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d- lie—Challenging your ſuperior officer 
indeed—But where is all the money you 
were ſaid to be worth? where is it gone? 


1 ſuppoſe Engliſh Wilſon muſt put down 
- his carriage now—Ay, ay! ill got, ill gone! 


—egambled it all away, I ſuppoſe, or ſpent 
it on doxies !' 


© None of thoſe, I aſſure you, Sir,” ſaid 
I; * but a ſhip in which J had inveſted all 
my property went to the bottom, and my 
agent in England neglected to make the 
inſurance.” 


Well then,” ſaid he, it appears you 
are now a beggar What do you mean to 
do with yourſelf ?*.-All this time, you'll ob- 
ſerve, he kept me ſtanding 1a the yard, 


«* Why, Sir,” returned I, * knowing 
you to have a large property, that your 
only child 1s provided for, and that I am, 
or at leaſt ought to be, next to her your 
firſt object, and concluding alſo from your 


6 0871 

letters written to me in my proſperity 
that you would be happy to take me under 
your protection, I am come to ſolicit it; 
and J hope your pride as well as incli- 
nation to ſerve ſo near a relation will in- 
duce you to prevent my being a burthen to 
any one. 


te Nou have a damned deal of affurance,” 
interrupted he haſtily, to ſpeak to me 
in this ſtyle—* Go, go to Engliſh Wilſon ! 
Go to him, whom you honoured with your 
correſpondence, and enriched with your 
preſents! He bas the beſt right to aſſiſt 
you. As for me, expect nothing from me; 
depend upon it I never will help you to a 
ſhilling's worth.“ 


“ Confider, Sir,” ſaid 1, “ that I have 
come merely on your own invitation.“ 


% Begone !' ſaid he“ Begone, you 
inſolent dog! Can I fee my couſin?” 
aid J. Will that itſelf be allowed me?“ 
«c Ahah! 
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dee Ahah! are you thereabouts?? ex. 
claimed the old wretch— I will write to 
her this moment, and to her huſband, tg 
alarm him, and ſend a horſeman off with 
the letter directly for fear you ſhoul! 
thruſt your noſe in there; and my curſe will 
J leave upon her it ſhe ſees you!“ 


was now as completely convinced of 
his diſpoſition as a folio volume of words 
could make me. I therefore reſolved to 
ſtay no longer So bowing to him very re- 
ſpectfully, and bidding him farewell in the 
moſt formal manner, I retired. 


« On my return to Captain Wilſon's, [ 
told him what paſſed, omitting thoſe parts 
of the converſation that related to him; but 
as it was little more than he expected, it 
did not at all ſurpriſe hum. By his direc- 
tions, however, I wrote to my couſin claim- 
ing her aſſiſtance ; but received a polite an- 
ſwer from her huſband, declining the plta- 
{ure of a viſi from me, on account of the 


interdict 


1 
interdict of his father: in- law and inclof- 


ing me a ten pounds bank-bill, which 
returned to him again incloſed in a blank 


Over. 


« It was now my turn to triumph. Il ſet 
off for Dublin—purchaſed a carriage and 
horſes and complete equipage—hired a 
retinue of fervants—and poſted down ta 
the worthy old Captain, who had prepared 
every thing for my accommodation. I ar- 
rived there purpoſely on Saturday at night, 
and on Sunday went to church in a ſtyle 
of ſplendour that dazzled and aſtoniſhed 
every one. My uncle was preſent,” and 
his mortiſication ſo far got the better of 
bis conſtitution, that he actually ſickened 
in the church, and was obliged to retire 
ſupported by two men during the perform. 
ence of divine ſervice, 


„Thus my eyes were opened to my, re- 
lations” virtues, and my triumph was ſo far 
complete, But as ſoon as the ſhort-lived 

pleaſure 


668) 
pleaſure ariſing from that triumph had ſub- 
ſided, re flect ion bitter reflection came in 
and pointed out to me the horrors of my 
unconnected—iſolated ſtate, and the mi- 
ſeries of ſolitary opulence. I found a void 
in my heart which I wiſhed to fill, but 
could not, having reſolved never to marry; 
while the unworthy conduct of my re- 
latives made me ſplenetic, moroſe, and 
averſe to familiar intercourſe with mankind, 
whom I began to conſider as if generally 
compoſed of ſuch men as my uncle, and 
ſuch women as his daughter. To finiſh 
my chagrin, and leave me completely 
friendleſs, the Captain's health daily des 
clined, and, united with his great age, ren- 
dered it improbable that he could live 
much longer; and in fact before I left Eu- 
rope he died, leaving me every thing he 
poſſeſſed - only with this proviſion, * that if 
I ever met with a nephew of his, a ſea-far- 
ing man, of whom he had heard nothing 
for ſeveral years, I ſhould give him ſome 
aſſiſtance.“ 
( To 


1 

* Bengal I returned in this ſlate of 
feeling, which was {till further exaſperated 
by a circumſtance diſcloſed to me imme- 
diately on my landing. To explain this I 
| muſt inform you, that, long previous to my 
departure for Europe, I had by a native 
woman a daughter, for whom I certainly 
entertained ſome affection, though not to 


that extent probably that I ſhould have felt 


for the child of a woman TI loved and was 
married to, This girl I had placed in the 
prote tion of a boſom friend, in whom I 


would without any heſitation have confided 


my life, and, what was dearer ſtill to me, 
my honour. Staying in Europe beyond 
my limited time, a report prevailed that I 
was dead; which rumour aroſe from, or 
was confirmed by, the accidental circum- 
[lance ol the death of another perſon of my 
name having found its way into the Lon- 
don newſpapers, and ſo out to Calcutta. 
And as I was excecdingly low on leaving 
India, no one there doubted that I was gone 
for ever. This precious friend of mine 

conceiving 
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C3 
conceiving the matter to be certain, and 
knowing me to be very rich, put in prac» 
tice a device to poſſeſs himſelf of my pro- 
perty ; which, to the ſhame of man, if any 
thing can be a ſhame to man, is too fre. 
quently practiſed in that country. He 
{wore to my owing him a ſum of money, 
and by that means obtained adminiſtration 
to my eſtate ; and, to ſum up all villany in 
one maſter-ſtroke, he ruined my little girl 
whom I left in his protection—S0o that when 
I arrived there, he was in full poſſeſſion 
of the greater part of my property, and my 
daughter, young though ſhe then was, big 
with child in his zenana. 


“ Nothing can exceed the punctilious 
honour under which the military gentlemen 
of India are bound in all caſes reſpecting 
women: —and this is right; for otherwile 
much miſchief and diſſenſion would enſue 
from ſeduction of one kind or other. | 
might have brought him to a court-mar- 


tial, and he muſt have been broken; but 
1 could 


BO 
Ii could not ſtoop to that Would to God 


Ihe directly diſgorged my property. I then 
called him out—the chance was mine—[L 
killed him! and, in doing fo, have planted 
a vulture in my heart to rankle and gnaw 
there for ever. From that time my temper 
ere daily more and more intolerable—l 
hated all mankind—I avoided all fociety— 
Every ſcene that occurred in Bengal re- 
minded me of the man whom I once loved, 
and whom in an a& of vengeance I cut 
off from life -The country became intole- 
fable to me, and I determined to return 
o Europe; for, comfortleſs though Europe 
was, it would be better than Bengal. I 
did ſo; but after being in England for 
ſome time, I found my health declining 
it: I therefore, by the advice of my phy- 
ſcian, reſolved to try a kindlier climate. 


above one hundred thouſand pounds, in the 
funds, appointing an agent to manage my 


had. Firſt 1 ſued him at civil law, and 


Jo ſertling my whole fortune, amounting to 


affairs, and putting a young man, an adopt- 


ed 


„„ 

ed fon of mine, to a capital ſeminary, | 
came to live here, where I am certainly 
more healthy, though not more contented, 
than I was elſewhere. My firſt and indeed 
only love ſtill continues to haunt me dy 
and night with all the horrors you may 
conceive a man to feel who ſees the wo- 
man whom he loves in poſſeſſion of another! 
And my uncle's cruelty, my friend's per 
fidy, and my raſh reſentment, fill up the 
whole of my reflections.— Your generous 
interference when I was attacked by aflafiins 
has marked you out as a perſon to whom 
I may give the name of friend, and it ſhall 
be your fault if ever we view each other in 
any other light,” | 


CHAT. 


Nex T day Captain Markham rode out 
with Wilmot to Bouvet's plantation, tell- 
ing him that he propoſed to dine there; 
and as bis only pleaſures now were thoſe 
of the table, and his palate was rather of 
a faſtidious kind, he would order out bis 


in 
mon cook and wines to the place before. 
al them. Charles did not wiſh to contradict 


a man of his new friend's ſtrange temper, but 
oitered to lay him a wager that he would eat 
of Madam Bouvet's cookery as heartily as 
erer he ate of any in his life. The old gentle- 
nan {ſeemed to be unuſually exhilarated; 
and when he arrived at the plantation, the 
| £209 couple were much ſurpriſed to ſee, 
nſtexd of the moroſe creature they expect- 
ed, a gentleman of tolerable affability. At 
Vol. III. E the 
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674 
the requeſt of Wilmot, they exerted their 
culinary powers to the utmoſt, and drefled 
up one or two fricaſſees and ragouts, which 
ſo far juſtified Charles's aſſertions, that the 
old gentleman rejected his curry and pil- 
law and ate of nothing elſe. The Cap- 
tain had in fact told Charles no more thag 
truth when he ſaid he ſet a high value on 
the pleaſures of the table. Moſt people 
who have lived in India are great epicures; 
but the utter deſtitution of all other en- 
joyment concentred the whole of his plex- 
ſures in the luxuries of good meat and good 
wine, and he thought the leaſt he could do 
with his hard- earned wealth was to indulge 
himſelf. 

While yet the flavour of Madam Bou- 
vet's diſhes was freſh on bis palate, he re- 
queſted Charles would call her in, that he 
might exprefs his ſatisfaction to her, and 
drink her health. Wilmot accordingly beg- 
ged her to come; and the Captain, deſiring 
Ber to fit down, drank her health in French, 


which 


. 
which to their great aſtoniſhment ſhe an- 
Wh (6-ered in the Iriſh language, which though 
neither Wilmot nor his friend were great 
8 | proñcients in, they yet underſtood well 
enough to perceive that Madame Bouvet was 
an Iriſh woman, I perceive, Madam,” ſaid 
Wilmot, “ that you are a countrywotnan 
ot mine, and am forry you had not ſuffi- 
(iet confidence in me before to let me know 
„u. Pardon me,“ Sir, ſaid ſhe, © it was 
not want of confidence prevented me, but 
ooch to lay, 1 am not in the habit, nor does 
4 Wd lonſicur Bouvet like my telling every 
one I am not French; and I could perceive 
before you were long here, that the leſs 


licland was mentioned before you the bet- 
ter. However, 1 could not reſiſt the de- 
ire I felt, ſeeing two fo very reſpectable 
| Iriſh gentlemen in my houſe, of ſpeaking to 
em in my native language.” She then aſ- 
lured them, that Monſieur Bouvet, and not 
che, was the cook who had given ſuch ex- 
raordinary pleaſure to Captain Markham's 
Date, 
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„ Pray, Madam,” ſaid the Captain 
< tell me one thing but firſt promiſe to 
pardon the liberty I am going to take, as 
it is not an idle one. 


Madame Bouvet bowed her head in al: 


Are you rich? or how are you circum. 
ſtanced? —In ſhort, are you ſo circumſtanced 


as to prefer this plantation to a more lu- 
crative and ealy life?” 


« To tell you the truth, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, 
« we are not rich, nor yet do we like this 
place; for the little we have is rather de- 
creaſing than otherwiſe. Monſieur Bouvet 
is my ſecond huſband: my firſt was an 
Iriſhman, his name was Lyons ; he went 
over to India many years ago as a ſoldier 
in the French ſervice, and I accompanied 
him; he was killed there :—and Monheut 
Bouvet, who was ſervant to a French 
General, took a liking to and marricd me, 

and 


f 1 


ina 1 became with him a domeſtic in the 


General's family. A few years ago, the Ge- 
neral was ordered home to France, and, 
whatever the reaſon of it was, did not 


chooſe to truſt himſelf in the way of the 


French king; and ſo going to the iſland of 
Goa, he took a paſſage for himſelf and his 
whole retinue in a Portugueſe veſſel, which 
brought us all to Liſbon, where he lived 
but two years when a very violent fever 


cut him off. Bouvet and I had ſome. 


money :—we accidentally met this planta- 


tion — took a liking to it—and have ever 


lince rented it; but we are every day go- 
ing backwards, and have for ſome time 
had a notion of quuting it.“ 


Where was your firſt buſband killed ?” 


| ſaid the Captain. 


„At a ſmall black town near Pondi- 
cherry, Sir,” 
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40 Do you "recollec oy ſaid he, © what 
year that was in?“ 


« Ah! Lord bleſs your honour ! I have | 
good cauſe to remember it ; for I not only | 
had my huſband killed, but loft a child, 
the delight of my eyes, the fineſt boy that | 
ever woman reared. The place was attack. Wiſ « 


ed at nighi—a drum beat in the town=l 
bounced up, not knowing what was the 
matter, and ran out, leaving the boy 
aſleep in bed. When I got into the ſtreet, 
my ears were ſtunned with the firing d 
guns; a guard of French ſoldiers drove Us 
all out at one end of the town, while the 
Britiſh troops entered at the other. In vait 
I cried out for the child—they would not 
let me return We were put into Pond! 


cherry, and not let out again till dhe cc 
Britiſh army left that quarter ; and from n 
that day to this l never heard of the child.” ne 


While ſhe was ſpeaking, the Captain 


ſeemed tu 


69 
ſeemed much agitated. He looked at her 
vitch much of ſevere ſcrutiny in his eye; 
| and when ſhe had done“ Pray, Madam, 


was that child your own ?” ſaid he with 
| a flow and ſolemn tone of voice—She 
reddened—** No, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, © it was 
t WH not; but I loved it as though it were my 
; own,” ; 

| 

e BY © Whoſe child then was it?“ (ſaid he. 

; * It was my huſband Lyons's.” 

of 


© Are you ſure of that, Madam?“ ſaid 


ſeemed diſconcerted—Charles was ſurpriſed 


in 
u —T be Captain proceeded : © Well, Ma- 
di dam, conſult your huſband; and if he will 


come and cook for me, you ſhall both 
make part of my family—the terms ſhall 
not be diſadvantageous to you, if you like 
the ſituation. Confider of it, and let: me 
bave an anſwer to-morrow, I think of re- 
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the Captain gravely. Madame Bouvet 


turning ſoon to England, perhaps to Ire- 
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tand, where you may alſo come with me, 
and where perhaps you will ſee fomething 


not diſpleaſing to you.“ 


Madam Bouvet could not help ſtaring 
at Markbam with aſtoniſhment, and each 
looked at the other with an eye of fignih- 
cance, as who ſhould ſay there is more in 
your thoughts than you have ſaid. The 
lady at length left the room in manifeſt 
confuſion; but Charles did not think pro- 
per to aſk Markham any queſtions, as he 
ſhewed a diſpoſition, when he ſaw the vo- 
man confuſed, to wave the converſation, 
The whole of it, however, did not fail to 
furpriſe him very much. 


When they had drank a bottle or two 
after dinner, the Captain roſe, and, obſerv- 
ing that he was too old to ſtay long from 
home, propoſed to Charles to accompany 
him thither, which the other agreed to. 
Wilmot went to his room to arrange ſome- 


thing with Dennis before he went; and on 
his 
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nis coming down perceived Bouvet and 
his wife with the Captain, ſettling with 
bim to become a part of his domeſtic eſta- 
bliſhment. Their looks were full of mean 
ing, and they ſeemed to part with very 
diferent ſenſations from thoſe with which 


As they walked into town—* Wilmot,” 
ſaid the Captain, * I have been thinking 
of your affair with great attention; and I 
by no means concetve it to be ſo deſperate 
as you ſeem to think it: it is an old and 
in ſome reſpects a true ſaying, that * a 


T faint heart never won a fair lady.” And 


when your life and happineſs, and that of 
the young lady too, as you think, are at 
ſtzke, it is your ſuperior duty to wave that 
realonable obedience you owe to your fa- 
ther's will, and, if you can obtain her con- 
lent, take her away: that done, leave the 


iii to me. Knowing, women however 
do to be all jilts, and having no rea- 


an to think your lady a Whit better than 
E 5 mine 
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( & 7 
mine in her nature, I muſt inſiſt upon is 
that no time ſhall be Joſt, I have in my 
head at prefent a plan, which, if ſhe does 
not jilt you herſelf (a thing moſt probable), 


cannot I think fail of ſucceſs; and I do 


affure you that I am more intereſted in the 


event than you can readily believe.—Try 


and prove—What ſay you, Wilmot ?— 
Will you put yourſelf implicitly into my 
hands, and ſuffer me to dire you?“ 


« I will!” replied Wilmor eagerly. 


% Will you reſolve to obey me without 
repugnance, and do every thing I deſire 
you to do that ſhall be found conſiſtent 
with honour ?” 


* ] will moſt implicitly obey you!“ (aid 
Wilmot. 


Come on then,” faid Markham—* In 
the very firſt ſhip that is bound to England 


we will fail; and in three weeks after our 
landing 


6 


landing from thence in Ireland, I wilt un- 
dertake, if you keep your word, to put 
your Arabella as you call her into your 


arms; that is to ſay, if ſhe has not already 


ſurrendered herſelf into the poſſeſſion of 
another an event for which I recommend 
it to you to be prepared.” N 


Love, like many other misfortunes, has 

a ſtrong tendency to make its ſubjects ſan- 
guine and credulous; and, as the drown- 
ing man catches at every bulruſh with a 
new ſpring of hope, the lover graſps at 
every little ſuggeſtion, however illuſory, 
that flatters his heart with the enjoyment 
of even a temporary hope. Thus Wilmot 
could not help perſuading himſelf that there 
was ſomething more in the mind of Cap- 
tan Markham than found utterance, and 
that by his means he ſhould yet be happy. 
Hope, which had fo long been extinguiſh- 
ed in his mind, again revived, and retored 
his heart in ſome meaſure to tranquillity. 
te knew Arabella's fidelity, and declared 
E 6 to 
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t 34 7 
to Markham that he had not the ſmalleſt 
doubt about it. But the old fellow ſtill 
would ſay to him, © Do not depend upon 
her !—She will jilt you if my name be Miles 
Markham—and if ſhe does not, ſhe is no 
true woman.” All this, however, made 


not the leaſt impreſſion. on. the heart of 
Wilmot. 


The ſucceeding day the two gentlemen 
rode to the city of Liſbon; and the Cap- 
tain going to his agent there, left directions 
to take accommodations for him and bis 
whole ſuite in the firſt large ſhip bound to 
any port in England, and to give him im- 
mediate notice of it. The idea of re- 
turning home ant ſeeing all that was dear 
to him operated powerfully on the ſpints 
of Wilmot, who in fact was already much 
recovered, and had every proſpect, as the 
ſpring would be commenced by the time 
he arrived at home, to get completely free 
from danger, to which he expected the 


voyage would not a little contribute; 
while, 


(3 ) 
while, on the other hand, Markham having 
ſomething in view, and ſomething to em- 
ploy him, loſt a great deal of his ufuaE 
huſkineſs. 


On the return of our two gentlemen back 
to the inn where they had left their horſes, 
Dennis, who had attended them to Liſbon,, 
was miſſing ; and, though he was ſearched 
for all about the neighbourhood, could not 
be found. As it was early in che day they 
reſolved to wait for him, leſt, being unac- 
quainted with the town, and utterly igno- 
rant of the language, ſomething might have 
k:ppened to the fellow in which their af- 
ftznce would be wanting. It was full 
three hours before any tidings were had 
of him, though ſeveral people were ſent in 
| fearch, with a promiſe of being well re- 
| varded if they found him; for, to tell the 
ruth, Wilmot loved the poor fellow as 
much as if he had been his brother. At 
length Dennis made his appearance, led in 
dy two of the meſſengers, in ſuch a con- 

0 dition 


1 i * 2 


1 
I 
= 


& 
* 
& 
* 
©. 
_ 
= 
4 
* 4 
+ By 
45 
- = 
.—< 
- BY 
* 
* 
* * 


e — 


5 
* 
2 
5 
| 
p 
1 
x 
* 
1 
* 


As 
4 


6860 
dition as terrified his maſter, and ſtartled 
old Markham himſelf. His ruddy com- 
plexion was changed to a corpſe-like pale. 
neſs - his hair ſtood erect upon his head 
his noſtrils were widely dilated—his mouth 
was open, as if the muſcles of his under-jay 
had loſt their power—he trembled from 
head to foot—and a cold ſweat poured 
down his face. Sinking into a feat, he 
was juſt ſwooning, when Markham took a 
decanter of wine and poured ſome down 
his throat—while Charles, incapable of any 
efforr, with concern and amazement ex- 
claimed, Dennis! Dennis! What in the 
name of God is the matter with you!“ 
Dennis could make no anſwer; but, raiſing 
up his eye- lids, and ſtaring at his maſter, 
ſhook his head with ſtrong demonſtrations 
of horror. Markham, however, {till plied 
him with wine, and at lengih brought him 
fo far to recollection and ſpeech that he 
cried, © Leave this place directly !—leave 
this place directly! — for ſurely hell 1s 
emptied into it, and we wall be all burned up 
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(9 ) 
by devils!” Wilmot was now firmly per- 
ſuaded that the unhappy fellow had loſt his 
ſenſes, and forthwith ordered that a ſurgeon 
ſhould be brought to bleed him; and as 
one of thoſe operators lived next door to the 
inn, he ſoon preſented himſelf before them 
with his ſhaving; baſon, ſoap, razors, eombs, 
and lancets kx. By Wilmor's deſire he was. 
preparing to perform the operation of 
phlebotomy on Dennis, when the latter, 
ſtarting from his ſeat, lifted a chair, and 
ſwore, if any Portugueſe offered to touch 
him with his burning hand, he would maſh 
his bones to atoms Thea turning to Wil- 
mot. What do you want to bleed me for* 
Is it becauſe every drop of blood in my 
body 1s already frightened out of it ?—Tis 
fitter for you, maſter, to get on horſeback 
and get out of this Curſe o Jaſus town than 
to be talking about bleeding me,—For 
God's ſake, Mr, Captain, adviſe him ! for 
if you do not, we will be all burned up to 


* Barbers perform the operative parts of ſurgery in 
Portugal and Spain, ; 
a cinder, 


CK 66. } 
4 einder.—Oagh! Oagh ! Oagh !Curſe 
en them and their otterfrays for me!” 
Then obſerving the barber ſtill waiting 
with his lancets—** Hark ye, you cinder. 
faced ſon of hell! if you do not take your- 
felf away, and make yourſelf ſcarce this 
moment, may I never ſee the kingdom of 
heaven if 1 do not take your lancets and 


thruſt them down your own throat!“ 


Markham then ordered the barber to with- 
draw, and Wilmot demanded of Dennis 
what was the matter with him: but the fellow 
ſtill ſeemed either unable or unwilling to an» 
fwer, and continued to cry, Come away, 
I ſay, maſter dear! come away out of this 
abominable town :— I won't anſwer one 
word while I am in it—for who knows but 
the devils are ready to grapple at and 
foatch us away in fire!“ 


«& What can be the matter with the fel 
low? faid Captain Markham angrily. 


„Captain, 


buy aa. hl, W ww 


6295 
Captain, ſaid Dennis, “are you a 
proteſtant?“ b 


« Yes, Jam. What of that? 
« And you do not know an otter-fray ? 


« Oho !” ſaid Markham; © I begin 
to comprehend the. fellow's meaning — 
Come then, Wilmot, as we have nothing 
; further to do, let us move homeward, and 
Dennis ſhall tell us on the way what has 


befallen him.“ 


They accordingly got on horſeback, 
end, leaving Liſbon, returned to the town 
where Markham lived, and whither he in- 
| vited Charles to come and take up his reſi- 
dence, as Bouvet and his wife were imme 
diately to leave their plantation in order to- 
| prepare for going with him to England. 


Soon after they arrived at Markham 
houſe, Dennis being by that time able to 
give 


| ( 90 ) 
give diſtinct account of himſelf, he wx 


ſummfoned to attend his maſter in order to 
explain the caufe of his abſence and ex. 


traordinary conduct at Liſbon. tt 
| of 

% Pleafe your honour !” ſaid Denni, Wl © 
«I was ſtanding at the door of the inn Wi 
looking about me, when I ſaw a crowd run. b 
ning by me as faſt as their legs could carry I 
them; and as they were all ſeemingly in f 
great joy, and laughing loud enough, | Ml t 
aſked an Engliſh ſailor, who was running f 
along with the crowd, what was the mat- Wl | 


ter? and he told me it was an otter-fray. : 
So, hearing it was a fray, I thought it was 
worth going to ſee; and as I had never ſeen 
or heard of an otter-fray, I thought with 
myſelf I ſhould have plenty of diverſion. 
So myſelf went along with them until ve 
got into a great ſquare, and there I head 
trumpets ſqueaking in the uglieſt way | 
ever heard; and at laſt I ſaw a matter ofa 
hundred devils with clothes of flame and 
fire, that is, with flames and fire painted on 
themy 
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them, and a poor creature of a' woman is 
the thick of them. The devils ſeemed as 
if they had all had bliſters on the crowns of 
their heads, for there was not a bit of hair 
on one of them. At laR, after a great deal 
of jabber, before God they tied the poor 
woman to a poſt, put ſticks of wood about 
her, and ſet fire to them. I vow to the 
Lord, maſter, myſelf thought that it was 
ſome kind of raree-ſhow joke till I ſaw 
the poor creature burning and heard her 
ſcreech, and then I thought the life would 
leave me; and. I was fainting away when a 
man who ſpoke broken Engliſh ſeeing me 
going burſt out laughing, and threw. a 
pinch of ſnuff in my face and eyes, which 
brought me to myſelf, though I was almoſt 
blinded. When I came to myſelf, and re- 
covered my fight, the thief was gone—But 
there were the devils, Lord deliver me! 
in the ſhape and drefs of friars, all ſinging 
high maſs round the aſhes of the fire. God 
fave us! I ſmell it at this minute, I think. 


3 got very ſick, and I thought I ſhould 


have 
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have loſt my ſenſes, and was ſcarcely able 


a0 1 


to walk when your meſſengers came up 
to me. One of them ſpeaks a little Eng. 
liſh; and I aſked him what thoſe devils 
were who were ſuffered to commit murder 
ſo openly? He ſaid they were not devils, 
but holy men, prieſts, who were burning a 
woman, and ſending her to hell with pray. 
ers. For what?” ſaid I, In the name 
of Jaſus, for what? For what !* ſaid 
he—(mind me, maſter, only think of it! 
© for what !—Why, for being a proteſtant! 
And- were not they right?“ ſaid he,—* And 
do they burn every proteſtant ?* ſaid I, 
© Yes, ſaid he, they do.'—Now, though 
your honour knows I am no proteſtanl, 
I thought of you, and imagined I ſaw you 
already in the flames. But if ever I get 
out of this damnable country, I am ſure 1 
ſhall never bear the ſight of a prieſt as long 
as I live. But, for God's ſake } dear maſter 
of mine, get away home as faſt as poſſible, 


where you may die for love as faſt as you 
| pleaſe, 


pri 


bu 
led 
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6 
pleaſe, but will not be burned for being a 
proteſtant * 


Dennis having finiſhed his ſtory retired, 
but not without conjuring his maſter, with 
tears in his eyes, to leave an infamous 
country, which had not only made him hate 


all mankind, but even hate the religion he 


was bred in“ I will be no more a catho- 
lic!” ſaid he“ By the ſoul of me I will 
not belong to any ſuch burning blaſted re- 
lgion!“ 

As ſoon as Dennis was gone“ This 
oller. fray, as Dennis calls it, is an auto de fe,“ 
laid Markham; „ that is to ſay, an exe- 
cution of the ſentence of the Inquiſition. 
Dennis has certainly deſcribed the matter 
pretty nearly. The prieſts who execute it 
are dreſſed in ſuch clothes as he deſcribes, 


emblematical of hell's torments.“ 


©] have read of it,” {aid Charles; “ but, 
good God! how faint is written deſcription 
compared 
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( 94) 
compared with the picture this poor honeſt 
fellow's countenance and expreſſions gave | 
us of the horrible ceremony ! You ſee the 
effects of ii they have abſolutely unhinged 
the poor fellow's faith and he abjures, from 
feeling and good ſenſe, the religion he was 
born and bred up in.“ 


« Yes,” ſaid the Captain—“ Toland, 
Voltaire, Roufleau, and all the deiſtica 
writers ꝓut together, could not make half 
ſo many deiſts as one prieſt of the chriſtian 
religion would if unſhackled by fear, —Good 
God!“ continued he, “ if mankind were 
to make a fair calculation of their various 
uls in life, aſſigning to each cauſe its parti. 
cular evil conſequence, ſure there would 
be none found ſuch ruinous enemies to 
human happineſs and human greatnels 3s 
prieſts: they have not only ſhackled and 
tormented the bodies, and drained the 
purſes, of their fellow-creatures, but have 
humitiated the mind of man, and lowered 
him beneath the ſtandard of his nature. 

For 


For ſixteen hundred years and more genius 
has hid its head abaſhed, and even kingly 


power dropped its enfeebled arm before the 


taliſmanic folly and fraud of churchmen; 
while, not content with ſmothering the ef- 
forts of genius, reſiſting the ſtruggles of 
manhood, draining the whole treaſures of 
the earth, and drawing princes, potentates, 
ſlates and empires into their all-devouring 
vortex, they have ſaturated their idols with 
blood with human blood. See a Bacon, 
miſtakenly denominated by Mr. Pope the 
wiſeſt of mankind—ſee him brandiſhing 
the ſcourge of intolerance with as great 
tigour as the moſt ſtupid and cruel prieſt 
of the Holy Inquiſition, and boaſt if you 
can of the pride of intellect 1 Had we not 
ſuch damning proofs of it on whichſoever 
de we look, would it be poſſible to believe 


hat any being endowed with faculties above 
the brute creation could be fo blind? that 


any one acquainted with even the inſtinc- 
tive teelings of animal life .could think it 
&Ceptable to an all-good and all-merciful 

God, 
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God, that man ſhould wage war again? 

his fellow-creatures, and deliberately ſhed 

their blood, merely on account of a doc- 
trinal point (the barren ſpeculation of idle, 
artful, diſputatious prieſts) propounded tg 
cover impoſition? Yet under theſe pte. 
texts has more blood been ſhed—mor 
groſs enormities committed—more meat 
frauds pratiſed—more tyranny exerciſed— 

more innocents barbarouſly maſlacred— 

and more tears ſhed—1n ſhort, more gene. 

> ral devaſtation ſpread over the face of the 
earth, than for all the other real cauſes or 
falſe pretexts that have ſince the beginning 

of the creation armed the hand of man 
againſt his fellow- creature, and deluged the 
world with blood. — Look to Goa — {ke 
bigotry there ſtriding like a remorlſelels 
giant over that once happy iſland, and 
iweeping away by fire and {word its 1nno- 

cent inhabitants—all for the love of Chriſt: 

1 Lock to South America — ſee a hy 
41 father of the church, armed with the crols 
| in one hand, and the leſs devouring {word 


| ; in 
| 
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in the other, followed by a clan of chri- 
tian bloodhounds ſtalking with deſolation 
in his train through a nation of the moſt 
unoffending and amiable of exiſting be- 
1ngs, and letting looſe havoc among them! 
Look here, juſt under your very eyes, ſee 
the damned Inquufition, like a mercileſs: 
tger—its eyes flaſhing flames of fire—its- 
aus reeking with human blood, laſhing it- 
ſelf with ſanguinary fury, and roaring for 
more victims! See the fruits of the earth, 
droduced by the labours of millions who 
ne tbemſelves and their families pining 
ns me while in want, and languiſhing in 
an WM vretchedneſs, devoured by a {warm of hu- 
man locuſts-unproductive burdens on 
their nature—unproductive even by ſyſtem 
Hu hoꝛide of ſenſual prieſts, and voluptuous 
Uvines of various ſects, who, to conceal 
heir views, preach hatred among men, and 
et them in conflict with each other, that, 
nile employed in mutual annoyance, they 
Imſelves may plunder the earth. Ah! 
brbarous, cold-blooded, ſinful ruſtans ! 
Yor, III. F Wh 
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who have for centuries curſed your fellow. 
creatures, and abuſed your God the time 
.comes when the curtain will be torn down, 
the grand machinery with which you have 
deceived the world be laid open to public 
view, and your grand pantomime only ſerve 
to excite among men diſguſt and abhor- 
rence for you, and wonder and contempt 
For their own credulity !”? 


The whole of this day's buſineſs, and the 
energetic effuſion of the worthy Markham' 
heart upon the occaſion, made a deep im. 
preſſion on the mind of Wilmot. He dwelt 
upon it with melancholy reflection, and 
could not help combining ſome new-riſet 
ideas with the recollect ion of paſſages in 
Mr. Howard's family. He remembered 
to have obſerved much of that deteſtably 
intolerant ſpirit in many people at home, 
not even excepting thoſe of the more hbe- 
ral reformed church.—Filled with thok 
ideas he lay down to reſt, and falling 


aſleep had a dream, which, when he aroſe 
the 
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v. the morning, he threw into the following LY 

ne words : #4 

n, AVISION. 

EXHAUSTED, woe-worn, and with care oppreſt, 
As on my tear-dew'd couch I lately lay, 

fatigued with fruitleſs thought I ſunk to reſt, 

e And loſt in fleep's dark ſhades the glimpſe of day. 


del haunted by my never-ſleeping cares, 
1 l * * - - 
f A hideous viſion floated in my ſight, 


a than to fever-phrenſy'd brain appears, 
ac ſmote my heart with horror and affright. 


the 1 9 
; From every point within the ſeaman's chart, 3 
g 1 
ms Mcthought tempeſtuous winds at once did blow; 5 
im- WH The tre bling earth in terror ſeem'd to ſtart, A 4 ; 
=. 
vel Ard, rous'd to anger, ocean raged below. 1.2 
1 
"A SY 
1nd Swift from all point 3 before the tempeſt ſped, 570 
iſen Back menacing, and thick, the dreary clouds "MN 
* atm hy £ 
inen feem'd to grapple o'er my head, 48 
1 And filld the darken'd air with how lings loud. 7 
bly 2 they throng'd upon th” oppreſſed air, 9 


The round-month'd thunder loud and decp did roll; 
s af trumpets, clangor rack'd the e ary 


Nad, zoin'd with darkneſs, terrify'd the ſoul. 


Pc 1, dove al . 
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From op'ning ſepulchre, and yawning grave, 
Methought the ſicken'd earth caſt up the dead; 
While Nature ſeem'd, convuls'd with pangs, to heave, 

And link, expiring, in chaotic bed. 


In awful wonder while I ftood entranc'd, 

And chilling terror chain'd me to the place, 
Athwart the gloom my Arabel advanc'd, 

And, trembling, claſp'd me in a fond embrace, 


And “ Save, oh ſave me, Wilmot !” ſhe <xclam's, 
« From miſery ſharper than e'er maid did taſte ! 

« To nuptials worſe than friends themſelves e'er fram's 
« My father urges me with impious haſte. 


* On this dread night, by vile impoſture ſway'd, 
He dooms thy love to fill a villain's arms: 


6 Then let me not to ruin be betray'd, 
«© But haſte and ſhield me from thoſe dire alarms.” 


In graceful act then ſtretching forth her hand 
% Take this,” ſhe cry'd, © *tis all I have to give, 

& And lead me ſtraightway to ſome diſtant land, 
Where, unmoletted, we may lore and live !” 


Scarce had ſhe ſpoke, when with a hideous crack 
The thunder cleſt the blackeſt cloud in two, 
From which forth iſſuing, on a ſcorpion's back, 

A hideous phantom ſtarted into view: 


Lay? 


N 
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Larger than largeſt monſter of the tide 
wich fiction gives to the Norwegian main 
The reptile ſeem'd on which the hag did ride, 
As foul and fierce it crawl'd along the plain. 


Oaward it mov'd, and, as it preſs'd the ground, 
From: every ſtep a fountain ſprung of blood, 
Which mix'd with trickling poiſon ſpread around, 

And left behind a deep devouring flood. 


To giant height the phantom's ſelf did riſe, 
Relentleſs fury baſk'd upon her brow, 
And, funk within her head, her hollow eyes 
Proclaim'd her thoughts were cruel, baſe, and low. 


N v 


Wated with ire and envy to the bone, 
Ere& with pride, emaciate with age, 
due loud proclaim'd the world was all her own, 
And thoſe who own'd it not ſhould feel her rage. 


And thou,” ſaid ſhe, © young impious fiend, ſhalt feel, 
«Tis dang*rous to reſiſt our high beheſt !?? 

chen drawing forth a ſhaft of poiſon'd ſteel, 

Frepar'd to ſtrike at Arabella's breaſt, 


Ar that dread moment, numbneſs ſeiz*d her hand, 
While rays of light the fleeting clouds diſpel ; 
Agbaſt the guilt. ſtruck phantom ſeem'd to ſtand, 
And from its graſp the deadly weapon fell, 
F 3 Sudden 


Lay? 


e 


Sudden I faw, deſcending from the ſky, 
Two angel forms alight upon the ground; 

Ccle ſtial odours from their pinions fly, 

And fill with fragrance all the air around. 


Cloſe to the filthy phantom they drew mgh, 
And flaſh'd upon her face their radiant light, 

When flraight the ſcem'd to leſſen to the eye, 
And gradually vaniſt'd from the fight. 


Then to my Arabel the foremoſt ſaid, 

While th'other look'd with kind approving miles: 
« Be {lill as always true, accompliſh'd maid, 

« And fear not Bigotry with all her wiles : 


For, dreadful though the phantom may appear 
„When hid by its own arts from common fight, 

« It ſhrinks, you ſee, when Ta urn and I appear 
« To lug the hideous monſter into light. 


« Diſpel, fond pair! all doubts then from your mind, 
Soon {hall you ſee accompliſh'd all your ends; 
« For Innocence and Love ſhall ever find, 


« While they exiſt, in Truth and Reaſon friends.” 


Thus having ſpoke, aloft on ſilver wing 

They ſoar'd in air—Swell'd with the glorious theme, 
I ftrove to raiſe my voice their praife to ſing, 

And, ſtraightway waking, found 'twas but a dream! 
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CHAP. Iv. 1 


T was full fix weeks before a veſſel of- 
fered them an opportunity, ſuch as th ey K 
liked, of departing from England ; about 14 
which time an Engliſh Eaſt Indiaman came E 
to anchor in the Tagus : ſhe had met with 
heavy gales of wind, that carried away her 
main-maſt, and obliged her to ſcudun der 
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a jury-maſt to Liſbon. As there were no b þ 
paſſengers on board but a Lady, her chil- 1 
dren and ſervants, the Captain agreed to y N 
5 accommodate Markham, whom he had | 
known on his paſſage to India. As ſoon, wh 
| therefore, as her repairs were completed, p of 
hey failed from the Tagus—Dennis quite 1 y 
4 delighted to have his countrywoman Ma- j N 
dam Bouvet on board, and not leſs ſo at the 77 


thoughts of once more reviſiting old Ire- 
land; where if there were no grapes, 
F 4 oranges, 
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( 104 ) 
oranges, or wine to be purchaſed for ſmall | 
coppets, there was no burning of women, 

by prieſts, painted like devils in honour of 


Chritt, 


Previous to coming on board, Captain 
Markham ordered a large quantity d 
brandy and wine to be ſhipped in order 
that he might be liberal to the hands on the 
patiage, particularly as there were a num: 
ber of old and fickly invalid ſoldiers on | 
board who wanted refrehment. The day 
after they hove up anchor and got to fea, | 
he ordered Dennis to take a caſk of wine 
and broach it at the mainmaſt. Here, while 
Dennis was ſerving it about, the eyes of 
Markham, who was walking the deck with 
Charles and the purſer, were attracted by 4 
ſailor with a wooden leg who fat upon the 
arm-cheſt, and, looking at him attentively, 
uttered a volley of oaths with a torregt of 
ſea jargon which was ſcarcely intelligible: 
« D=n my dear eyes! there he is, by Gd 


there is old Heart-of-oak!--though a ſoldier, 
10 


( 465 ) 
no lubber ; ay, ay, that is he!“ Then ad- 
creſũng the old gentleman, ©* Mayhap your 
name ben't Markham, be it?“ ““ Yes, 
„ WT friend,” ſaid the other, “ my name is Mark- 
bam.“ 


* Ay, ay, you worked a gun on the quar- 


p ter-deck of the Malacca Indiaman when 
1 ſhe beat off two French cruiſers at the Cape 
F de Verd. Did not you?“ 

1 * You are fo far right, my friend.” 

1 


* Ay, ay, d—n my eyes you did! and 
a better fellow never ſtood at a gun, thoff 
you were no ſeaman, but going for the 
amy—Yes, yes, I remember you well, 
10ugh your hull is worſe and your rigging 
better than they were then—You were a 
i=dhandſomefellow then, as ever ſtept be- 
een ſtem and ſtern; but your timbers are 
got crank and crazy a little now, and your 
dos is curſedly ſeamed—1 ſuppoſe ſplit 


zich the weather—for you are not as old as 
my ſeltf.“ 
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( 166 3 
« And pray may I take the freedom of 


aſking who are you? for I proteſt J have no 
recollection of you.” 


ec Ay, ay, belike you do forget me, for 
I have bad fome hard weather as well as 
yourſelf; and you fee (ſtriking his wooden 
leg with his cudgel) one of my ſticks has 
been carried away, and I am forced to quit 
the ſervice, and ſcud home under a jury- 


maſt, to be laid up as an old condemned 
hulk.” 


* As I look at you,” ſaid Markham, 
c your face becomes familiar to me; and 


I think I now recollect you, though your 
name—" 


« My name 1s Kit Cluline, maſter ; you 
may remember I was a quarter-maſter on 
board the Malacca.” 


„Indeed I do,” returned Markham; 
* and if I do not miſtake, it was you who, 
when 
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when we were lying at St. Jago in the 
Cape de Verd iſlands, leaped overboard 
to fave a poor recruit who had fallen in and 
was drowning, and very nearly loſt yout 
own life 1n the attempt.” 


« Ah, maſter ! as to that, that was no- 
thing more than every man ſhould do.“ — 
Cluline then informed the Captain that he 
had been all the preceding war on board a 


| king's ſhip; that, beſides ſeveral other 


wounds, he had loſt his leg in the ſervice; 
and was going home to look for a provition 
at Greenwich, Markham defired him nor 
to leave the veſſel without ſpeaking to him, 
and, giving him a direction, defired him to 
ook out for him in London, where proba- 


diy he might be of ſervice to him. Dennis 


\ 


vas then introduced to Cluline's acquaint- 
ance, and ordered to inquire whether he 


00d in need of any immediate neceſſaries 


m order that he might be immediately fur- 
died with them. 
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6 
In a fortnight after leaving Liſbon they 
took ſoundings 1n the Channel, and on the 
evening of the ſucceeding day were off the 
Iſle of Wight; when, leaving the veſſel, 
Captain Markham, Charles Wilmot, and 
their ſervants, took a boat, and, Janding 
on that beautiful iſland, ſtaid two. days to 
view t—whence croſſing over to South- 
ampton, they proceeded to London. 


As Captain Markham inſiſted on Wil- 
mot's living under the ſame roof with him, 
they took lodgings together in a reſpectable 
part of the Adelphi Buildings, from whence 
the latter went without delay to viſit Mr, 
Hartpole, who was equally pleaſed and ſur- 
priſed at the change in his appearance; | 
upon which he congratulated him heartily, | 
attributing it entirely to the kindly influ- | 
ence of the climate, and the happy effects | 
of a voyage by ſea, To this Wilmot gave 
no contradiction, though he had ſenſe | 


enough to be perſuaded that a great part 
ot | 


6409) 
of his reſtoration was owing to a very dif- 
ferent cauſe. 


Mr. Hartpole was much ſurpriſed and 
concerned to hear of Wilmot's reſolution 
to lodge out of his houſe; but when the 
young gentleman informed him of his rea- 
ſons for doing ſo he vas in ſome reſpect 
reconciled, for the name and the reputa- 
tion of Markham were both well known to 
bim; and although they had no perſonal 
Intimacy, he knew the Captain to be a man 
of wealch and undoubted honour, befides 
his being a moſt excellent officer. He 
could not help thinking, however, that 
there was ſomething altogether ridiculous 
in the propoſition of the old Captain re- 
ſpecting Arabella; and the credulity and 
ſanguine hopes of Wilmot founded on ſuch 
a promiſe were, he thought, much beneath 
ſuch an underſtanding as his: however, 
as it was at worſt the error of an ingenuous 
and unſuſpicious mind, and as 1t at all 
events made him for the time happy, he 

would 
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would not break in on his reverie, or attempt 
to ſnatch the pleaſing deluſion from before 
his eyes. He therefore let it paſs with an 
inward ſmile, and contented himſelf with 
deſiring to ſee that benevolent miſanthrope 
Va requiſition which Wilmot promiſed to 
comply with if poſſible, telling him at the 
jame time that it was an enterpriſe in which 
he had ſome doubts of ſucceeding, as 
Markham avoided intercourſe with ſtran- 
gers as much as poſſible, 


This being diſcuſſed, Mr. Hartpole told 
Charles that he muſt prepare himſelf for 
the reception of very afflicting news. Wil- 
mot turned pale, and ſcarcely was able to 
fupport himſelf upon his tottering knees. 
« Miſs Howard,” ſaid he breathleſs— 
« Miſs Howard is given to the arms of 
another? — “ Not ſo,” returned Mr. Hart- 
pole.—“ She is dead then?“ No, not 
that either. Gracious God!“ exclaim- 
ed he in an agony—*< My father !—Oh ſure 


it cannot be! - ſurely I am not fo curſed! 
2 —0h, 


( 
Oh! Mr. Hartpole, is my father“ 
« Your father!“ interrupted Mr. Hart- 
| nole—** your father is well—ſo is your 
nother—ell I mean in health.” “ Oh, 
great Diſpenſer of good, Author of mercy!” 
exclaimed Wilmot caſting up his eyes to 
heaven in a delirium of joy“ bleſſed be 
thy name, who haſt ſaved to me the authors, 
the ſupporters of my being!“ Mr. Hart- 
pole was deeply affected by this diſplay of 
fillal piety, and Wilmot remained as if 
entranced, the horrid ſuppoſition of his fa- 
ther's death having made a dreary void in 
his mind. After giving him ſome time to 
get rid of the embarraſſment of his feelings, 
Mr. Hartpole, taking him by the hand, 
proceeded “ Moſt excellent young man! 
now, while your mind, prepared by the 


apprehenſions of a greater evil, is better fit- 


ted to endure a leffer, hear what this af- 
lifting news is.“ — Wilmot fat down; and, 
booking him earneſtly in the face, prepared 
to ſwallow every word.“ Your brother,” 
continued he, is dead. Dead!“ 
| AW 
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te Yes, my dear youth, he is dead, and you 
muſt prepare to bear the ſtroke like a man, 

Your father is in great affliction, and it i; 
fortunate that you are in the way to contri. 
bute to his comfort.” He then gave 
Charles a letter, which he haſtily broke 
open, and read as follows : 


© MY DEAR CHARLES, 
«© YOUR unhappy brother, whoſe laſt 


years have been but one uninterrupted 
ſeries of miſconduct to himſelf and injury 
to his family, has at length ended his career. 
You know how much I loved him, and 
will gueſs how ſevere my feelings for his 
death muſt have been: but you will hardly 
be able to conceive the extent of my an- 
guiſh at the mode of his death. I purpole- 
ly forbear mentioning it, as it involved of- 
fences againſt us all, and chiefly againſt that 
family which above all others he ought from 
decency to have avoided, I mean the family 
of Mr. Howard, I am able to ſay no more 
but this—If you can face this country with- 


out great violence to your feelings, come 
| over; 


(200 40" 


over ; for much I want, and ſo does your 


| mother, the conſolation of your company. 


God bleſs you, my child! and reſerve 
rov at leaſt to your afflicted father, 


« CLEM. WILMOT.? 


Charles was unable to ſpeak for ſome 
time after he read this letter ; but at laſt he 
was relieved by a ſhower of tears—** Alas, 
my dear father!“ ſaid he, great have been 
thy afflictions indeed! — And henceforth 
every ſordid conſideration of ſelf even my 
love, if poſſible, ſhall give way to thoſe 
demands you have upon your ſon for con- 
blation,—Yes, I will go home and encoun- 
ter all the ills which diſappointed love can 
dau up in array againſt me, rather than 
aye you, my adored parents, to ſolitude 
ad diſconſolation. Mr. Hartpole then 
prelented him another letter; on viewing 
ve direction of which, he knew eit to be 
om his beloved Arabella. His feelings 
ire indeſcribable ; and he abruptly beg- 

ged 
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( 114 ) 
ged leave to depart: but Mr. Hartpole 
ſaved him further pain by leaving the 
room on pretence of buſineſs. He then 
with trembling hands broke open the ſeal, 
and'read as follows : 


« YOUR letter at departing, as it was at | 
firſt the ſource of the moſt poignant pain, 


was afterwards my only conſolation, and Wl i: 
almoſt my only companion. Your pro- Ne 
teſtations of love and fidelity, my Wilmot, di. 
were ſuperfluous to me, who know you, n 
and, knowing, can't diſtruſt you. If, as is n 
ſaid, diſtruſt be the conſtant aſſociate of Wl |: 
love, Arabella is miſtaken in her heart, b 
and loves not. If, on the contrary, ex- iſ 
alted opinion, unbounded eſteem, entire Wil ” 
approbation, and unlimited confidence, be if 
the characteriſtics of true affection, ſhe Wi © 
boaſts, nor bluſhes to boaſt, that ſhe love 
loves too with certainty not to be ſhaken Wi © 
of mutual affection and fidelity. Yes, Wil 
Wilmot ! I know your heart, and in tha! WF "1 

lt 


knowledge am doubly wounded at your 
departure 
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CA 
L | {eparture — wounded deeply by my own 
vrrow for our ſeparation, and (till more by 
E rmpathy for yours. I too well know what 
= Ii mutt have ſuffered, and feel a corre- 
ſondent pang for every ſigh it coſt you. 
Would to God that the ſuffering were 
nne alone !—that I could pluck the barb- 
„ ed ſhaft of ſorrow from your boſom, and 
d jlantic in my own - ſo ſhould I from the 
o Wl excels of miſery extract new rapture, and 
t, die with the confolation that I left my Wil- 
u, not happy. But, alas! this muſt not be; 
aud we muſt both ſip deep of woe! Yet 
of et this be your conſolation, as my un- 
t, WJ bounded confidence in your affection is 
mine, that no earthly force, at leaſt none 
where laws afford protection againſt force, 
lhall ever compel me to be the wife of an- 
ther, I have reaſon to believe that means 
vil be uſed to bend me to an union I ab- 
bor; but I thank God I feel within me 
ſpirit enough to reſiſt an act of violence 
upon my juſt rights and feelings, even 
lough ſanctioned by the revered name of 
. | a father, 
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aà father, and will not fail to demonſtrate i. 
At all events rely on my firmneſs hope for 
the beſt and recollect that perſeverance in 
a juſt and virtuous cauſe never yet failed to 
bear down every impediment at laſt, 


* 


On reading this letter Wilmot found in 
it a temporary oblivion of all family. dil. 
aſters; and, as ſoon as he could get away 
from Mr. Hartpole, went to his lodging, 


where he triumphantly imparted it to his 


old friend the Captain, who on his part 


ſeemed ſurpriſed and affected at ſuch a | 


convincing proof of love and fidelity. He 


took the letter to the window, read it over 


and over again; and to conceal his emo- 
tions held it cloſe to his eyes, and, turning 
his back on Wilmot, exclaimed—* Hah! 


— This is ſomewhat !—A gallant wench : | 
A noble girl, by Heavens !—Ah ! how | 


unlike her mother!“ Wilmot thought bt 
raved—“ What, Sir! her mother did yo! 


fay ?? — Her father, child, I 8 
fad | 
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cid he peeviſhly—* her father—do not 


uke me up before I am down—Her mo- 
ther !—ba! ha! ha!—No, 1 meant her fa- 
ther,” Then folding up the letter, and re- 
turning it to Charles, he remained for ſome 
ime in profound thoughtful filence, except 
„ih the occaſional interruption of a groan, 


in Wilmot ſaw he was affected by ſome ſud- 
l- dea feeling, and retired to his own room, 
iy ere he was ſoon followed by Dennis, 
who ſaid he wilhed to ſpeak to him about 
m affair of conſequence, Dennis then by 
fs defire ſhut the door, and walking over 
tb the looking-glaſs began to ſtroke his 
ace with great complacency, ſurvey ing tits 
image in it from head to foot, with marks 
ot unuſual regard and (elf-approbation, 


Charles was aſtoniſhed ; it was a kind of 
behaviour he had never obſerved in the 


| flow before; and it was obvious to him, 
tom the grave ſelf-ſuſiciency and import- 
ace of his air, that it was not intended 
for 
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for humour. He had therefore nothing 


left for it but to conclude that he was drunk 


or inſane. 


“Sir! — Sir! — pleaſe your Honour? 
{aid he (ſtill ſtroking his face at the look. 
ing-glaſs), I want to aſk your advice about 
a thing that concerns me very much,” 


„Well, Dennis,” returned Wilmo!, 
<tell me what it is; and if either my ad. 
vice or aſſiſtance can be of any uſe to you, 
you know you ſhall have them.“ 


% Ah! God bleſs you!” ſaid Dennis, 
« you are your father's own ſon for that, 
and yourſelf to boot ; and the devil a ſuch 
another pair in the kingdom for doing the 


good thing!“ 


Well, well—a truce with your com- 
emen hat were you about to fay ** 


Dees your Honour know Moudee ?' 
e Moudce: 


( 119 ) 

« Moudee ! Moudee!“ repeated Wile 
mot, whoſe apprehenſions of the fellow's 
nfanity began to increaſe—* Who or what, 
in the name of God, is Moudee ??? 


« Why, Moudee that was-on board the 


ſhip with us coming from Hell—TI mean 
Liſbon,” 


“No, really,” ſaid Wilmot ; “I never 
heard of ſuch a name in my life before.”? 


* Phoo! — Lord ſave us! — Does not 
your Honour remember Mrs. Riot's pretty- 
need little girl, black to be ſure, but very 
pretty—ſhe that wore the great thick neck- 


lat, 
Ice and ear. bobs of gold?“ —“ No,“ re- 


Ich 


be a 
dr to have once, when going down be- 


Jween decks, ſeen a little yellow girl peep- 
Ws out of Mrs. Riot's cabin.“ 

* Oagh! it's the ſame—The dear little 
cteature was peeping out for me at the very 
time, 


pied Wilmot—* Yet ſtay—l do remem- 
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time, I warrant it, She is not yellow, but 
brown, or half black half white, or, as ſhe 


j ſays herſelf, a blueſkin, being the daughter 
4 of an Engliſh Captain in -that great rich 
4 country beyond ſeas where they get ſo 
4 much money -Phoo! What's the name of 
4 it ?—] heard the Captain talk of it to you,” 
4 * Do you mean Bengal, Dennis?“ 
j © Yes, yes, your Honour, the ſame; WI”: 
4 though 1 do not wonder you ſhould not fee MF"! 
1 much of her, for ſhe never would go where tha 
- 4 the gentlemen were, whatever was her rea- a. 
q fon for it. But be that as it may, ſhe has a * 
43 mint of money, I dare fay five hundred 
1 pounds, beſides her thingembobs on her Jr 
1 arms, and car- rings and necklaces of gold, ber 
| and jewels:—and then ſhe has noſe ear-rines | | a0 
too; and ſhe put one in her noſe as big as 7 
[do i; 


a horſe-ſhoe, and it frightened me to look 
at her: ſo I told her that ſhe looked for all | * Vc 
the world like our black ſow at home, wit 
the ring in her noſe: ſo ſhe took it out 


again, twiſted it up together, and put it up x 
in a 


( 121 } 
in her box, and cried as if her heart would 
break—So, faith! then I kiſſed her—And 
by my ſoul ſhe was going to put the other 
[ng in! —and—” 


« But what of all this, Dennis?“ ſaid 
Charles, kindly interrupting him. 


„Why, pleaſe your honour,” ſaid Den- 
dis, pulling up his breeches and looking 
rery big and important, * you mult know 


ee 

e Moulee has fallen in love with me; 
Wi v ith the fair thoughts of the dear crea- 
ue goodneſs 1 have fallen ſtark mad in 
) 


dre with her, which your honour knows 
the leaſt I could do in return So I told 
ber l would aſk you for your conlent, which 
doe do, and hope you have no ohjec- 
wn to our being married, for I would not 
o it for ever ſo much without the advice 
i you or my old maſter at home.“ 


Wilmot told him it was a buſineſs in 


ich he did not wiſh on any account or 
Vor. III. G in 
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11 
in any way to interfere; adviſed him 0 
be cautious, as he could not poſſibly knoy 
enough about her to form a juft opinion; 
and finally warned him againſt being u. 
Ken 1n, but at all events not to marry her 
till he ſaw further into her character. 
„What is ber money?“ {aid he-“ Vo 
ſhall always have enough, Dennis! —80 d 
not be tempted, by a ſum of money ſup- 


W 


poſing it ſure, to marry perhaps ſome 


wretched creature that would bring ſhame 


to your door and ſorrow to your heart,” 


if 

f 

To this Dennis anſwered, “ that ſhe lived 
with her preſent miſtreſs, not from war 1: 
but for protection; that her miſtreſs hal u. 
her money in poſſeſſion for her, and p. 


would be forthcoming ; and that her lady 


with whom ſhe had lived a long time, gu t! 
her the beſt of characters But what mac 5 
him, he ſaid, think the better of her ve 
that ſhe owned to him ſhe had, when cx 


tremely young, been ſeduced by a gentl 


man of conſequence under promiſe of mary 
nag 


6123) 
toe, and had had a child by him, ſince 
which time ſhe had lived with her preſent 
| lady a life of irreproachable conduct.“ 


Wilmot (till told him to beware, add- 
ing, * that if it was his reſolution to marry 
her, he not only would make no objection,; 
but on the contrary would, as far as lay in 
his power, contribute to his happineſs.” 


me Dennis ſet off in tranſports to commu— 
nicate the joy ful tidings to Moudee ; and 
Wilmot immediately joined his old friend, 
who, on ſeeing him enter, ſaid, ** Wilmot, 
ou muſt have this charming girl, by G—d! 
nor will I reſt till ſteps are taken for the 
purpoſe — it lies nearer my heart than you 
ae aware of; ſettle your affairs here, and 
the day after to-morrow we will ſet out 
| for Ireland, I have a plan in view that 
cannot fail of ſucceſs, if I am not very 
much deceived,” 


This idea of Captain Markham's tallied * 
G 2 ſo 
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ſo exactly with the intentions of Wilmor's, 


that he went forthwith to make the neceſ. 
ſary arrangements, and was not back till 
ſupper- time. Juſt as he and Markham had 


fat down, Dennis burſt ſuddenly into the 


room waving his hat over his head, huzza- 
ing as loud as he could roar, and crying 


triumphantly © I have found her out! [ 


have found her !—Thank God I have found 
her out!“ ; 


% Have you, have you?“ ſaid Wilmot 
rather impatiently, thin king he meant 


Moudee. 


« What, in the name of God, does the 
madman mean?” ſaid Markham confound- 


ed. 


% Yes, yes, that I have!“ ſaid Dennis, 
capering about the room and ſtill waving 
his hat—* I have found her out l have 
found her out in the ſtreet, in the thick of 


the carriages and coaches !” 
c Ay, 
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” Ay, ay!“ ſaid Wilmot—“ that's bad, 
Dennis; 1 am very ſorry for it.“ 


©: You are! are you? = Hubbubboo ! by 
ſatus ! Captain, I believe it's my maſter is 


mad now. As for me, I am ſo delighted 


and overjoyed, that, before God! I would 
gire a crown piece to have ſome one or 


other to take two or three ſtrokes of a ſhil- 
lelah with me for parfect joy.“ 


„Joy, you blockhead !” ſaid Wilmot, 
What do you mean?“ 


« Mean ! Why I mean that I met her 


coming out of eee 
Hopper -houſe.“ 


Jou mean the Opera-houſe?“ 


* Ay, ay, the ſame; and Miſs Wiſhart, 
and young *Squire Forſter with her, and 
James attending them.” 


6 Father 


11 
« Father of might and mercy !” cried 
Wilmot breathleſs with wonder“ Is it} 
ſay is 1t—or rather are you not mad!“ 


% May I never ſtir, vour honour, if 11 
be not truth II ſpoke to Miſs Arybelly! 


and ſhe aſked me where you were, and! 


did not know the ſtreet to tell her.“ 


&« Where is ſhe now?“ ſaid Wilmot in 


diſtraction. 


* Betore God! maſter, that is more than 


I know, for I never thought of aſking ber; 

bur ſhe gave me this card, and deſired me 
3 : 57 

to give it to you. 


Come, give i. —haſte you, haſte you 
Why do you not let me have it direct), 


Dennis?“ 


e Phoo There now, what a hurry 5 
are in!“ ſaid Dennis ſearching his pockets 


«\ hat fignifies—You know ſhe is in Lon- 
don, 


(16 
don, and that is enough.” — Dennis ſearch- 
| « while Wilmot ſtood raving with impa- 
tence. But he might have ſearched to 
doomſday without finding it; for the poor 


impleton had, in the tranſports of his joy, 
when Arabella gave him the card, inſtead 
of putting it up, daſhed it into the gutter, 


and ſcampered home leaving his ſweet— 
heart Moudee, who was with him, to find 
her way home by herſelf, 


It would be difficult to deſcribe, or even 
to conceive, the rage and anguiſh of our 
young gentleman at this diſappointment. 


ſt | 


ne He danced beat his head—({wore—groan- 


ed—and played every prank of a furious 


and melancholy maniac ; but never uſed a 


violent word or action to Dennis, ſo per- 


tetly interwoven were goodneſs and gentle- 


nels in his nature. it was with much ado 
the Captain could appeaſe him, and by 
welve o'clock at night he was in ſuch a 
date that it was found expedient to ſencl 
Gr 4 tor 


13 


for a phyſician, who pronounced him to de 


in a high fever; in which fituation, cruel | 


though it may ſeem, we muſt leave him, to 


inquire into the truth of the report made | 


by Dennis, 


Y 


e | 
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CHATY 


THE account given by Dennis was cer-- 
ainly a true one—He had actually ſeen 


Miſs Howard, her friend Miſs Wiſhart, - 
and a gentleman along with them, whom 


Dennis called by the name of Forſter, bur 
o remains to be yet introduced to the 
reader, together with James attending them, 
coming out of the Opera-houſe, whither he, 
with his little Moudee under his arm, had 


been attracted by the crowds of carriages: 


and links attending the company coming 
tom the performance. But as we ſuppoſe 


dur readers will be as much ſurpriſed as 


Wilmot was at this very extraordinary 


erent, we think it neceſſary to develop tlie 


ayttery, and inform them how it came to 
dals. To that end we muſt take another 
wp acroſs the Channel, and carry the hiſ- 

G 5 tory 
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tory of tranfact ions there from the day ug 
left them up to the meeting of Arabella bi 


the zealous Dennis. 


When we laſt parted from the caſtle of 
Inchvally, we left Mr. Howard and the 
whole family of the caſtle in great conſter. 
nation, upon an idle report cf Charles 


Wilmot's having been ſeen haunting t. 
after his ſuppoſed death. To Mr. Hos. 
ard every day brought ſome new mi 
icry, ſome actual calamity, or ſome omi- 


nous circumſtance foreboding calamity, inf 


ſuch ſucceſſion that it required a ſtronger 
mind than his to bear up againſt them. 
The reverend Father Dominic, who was 
his chief ſupport and conſolation, was al 
this time too ſo taken up at the convent 
with attending to a ſick brother of the houſe, 
thathe could not ſtir out—and in a few dai 


the reverend Friar Simon gave up the gh 


and his funeral added one ſhade more to tit 


gloomy horrors of the caſtle ; for it 35 13 
the 


th 
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( 
the old chapel of that place all the friars of 
the convent were interred. 


For many weeks Sit Clement Wilmot and 
bisamiable Lady were totally ignorant of the 
fate of their favourite Charles, and entirely 
at a loſs how to account for the report which 
prevailed of his having been ſeen at the 
calle great-ſtone-crols. And the very ex- 
traordinary circumſtance cf the Baronet 
having next morning found blood at the 
ipot, with other marks of a conflict having 
taken place, made him very unealy as to 
bis ſon, and very dubious of Mr. Howard's 
honeſty, The circumſtances, whatever they 
were, that induced bim to entertain thoſe 
coubts, were revealed at the time only to 
Dr. Heartly and Mr. Wiſhart under the 
al of ſecrecy, and moſt certainly made 
lach an impreſſion upon thoſe gentlemen 
taat Mr. Howard became an object of their 
abhorrence, or at leaſt ſuſpicion. 


Soon after this, Mr. Howard's new · made 
G 6 friend 


8 3 
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friend or acquaintance, Giles, promiſed to 
pay him a viſit at the caſtle in a few weeks 
and was ſeven times better than his word, 
for he was there in a few days; and as 
Mr. Howard now threw off the maſk en- 
tirely, and ſcrupled not openly to avow that 
he encouraged Giles's addreſſes to his 
daughter, he determined to bring back, if 
poſſible, the cheerfulneſs of the caſtle, and 
invite the neighbouring gentry—all but Sir 
Clemenr's family, with whom, on account 
of Godfrey's conduct to Mifs Howard, he 
reſolved to hold no tntercourſe—rejoiced no 
doubt at having that plaufible pretext for 
avoiding thoſe he had irreparably injured, 


The arrival of Mr. Giles produced much 
converſation and ſpeculation in the neigh- 
bourhood; and Sir Clement's family (par- 
ticularly Charles) were too much beloved 
by the people for that ſpeculation to run 
in favour of the ſtranger. Councils were 
held among the young ladies and the old 
matrons; and the general opinien of all 
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med to be, that Mr. Giles was a ſuccef[- 
ſal Yorkſhire horſeſtealer, who had turned 
gambler, and contrived by thoſe means to 
keep up the appearance of a man of fa- 
ſion, A young gentleman, who had got 
his education in Yorkſhire, poſitively de- 
cared that he would have known his ac- 
cent and diale& among a thouſand to be 
true York—And there were not wanting 
thoſe who declared that they had got indu- 
bitable intelligence, from the beſt autho- 


rity, that he was a noted cheat and horſe- 
jockey, 


Mr. Howard, who heard nothing of theſe 
reports, was ſurpriſed at the tardineſs of the 
country gentlemen in coming to pay their 
compliments to the ſtranger, It was the firſt 
inſtance he had ever witneſſed, or heard, of 
their want of politeneſs on fuch occaſions ; 
and he reſolved to go himſelf among them 
in order to learn the true cauſe—though he 


was, on reflection, not without ſome appre- 


henſions 
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henſions that his conduct to the Wilmot 
family was at the bottom of it. 


He accordingly went to Mr. Wiſhart, 
who he was ſorry to find received him in a 
very different manner from what he was 
wont to do. Inſtead of warm kindneſs, 
pleaſure, a ſqueeze of the hand, and a 
% Dick Howard how are you?“ he was 
met with cold chilling reſerve — with 
* Pleale to be ſeated, Mr. Howard !—and 
finally, „Pray, Mr. Howard, to what 
circumſtance am I indebted for this unex- 
pected viſit *” 


«© A gentleman,” replied Mr. Howard, 
% who, though a ſtranger in this country, 
is a very particular friend of mine, has done 
me the favour to pay a viſit to the caſtle— - 
and I came to ſolicit the favour of your 
company, with Mits Wiſhart's, to dinner 
on Sunday; and that the invitation ſhould 
have leſs of formality in it, I have come my- 


telf inſtead of ſending a card,” 
« Tam 


1 
« am ſorry, Mr. Howard, it is out of 
my power to wait upon you.“ 


« Will you come any day in the next 


15 v9» 
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© Impoſſible, Sir |—Many things render 
it ſo. Beſides, I expect my houſe full of 
company, and among them a young gentle- 
man whom I expect ſoon to bring into my 
family in quality of ſon-in- lay. I find my 
daughter likes him, and he her; and though 
there are ſome young men paying their ad- 
drefſes' to her whom for my own choice I 
ſhould prefer, I think it more wiſe and 
more honeſt to leave a matter that ſo near- 
ly intereſts her happinefs to her own elec- 
tion, being convinced that ſhe muſt be the 
beſt judge. The young fellow is a gentle- 
man, though his fortune is next to nothing; 
and it is one thing at leaſt in his favour 
that he is known by every one. He 1s no 
adventurer—no horſe-jockey—nor foreign 
tortune-hunter,”? 
c You 
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(c You certainly, Mr. Wiſhart, know 


your own buſineſs beſt.” 


«© Nature, Mr. Howard, generally directs 
better in theſe caſes, and 1s more to be re. 
lied on, than the fuſty documents of old 
fellows, who forget what they once were 
themſclves.“ 


e Do I know the young gentleman ?” 
ſaid Mr. Howard.—*<* Yes, you do; at 
leaſt you have often ſeen him here He is 
no other than my ward, young Forſter,” 


6 Young Forſter!” exclaimed Mr, How- 
ard in ſurpriſe. 


© Ouy, Monſieur ! — Young Forſter— 
Even be, that poor friendleſs young man.“ 


« You ſurpriſe me indeed,” ſaid Mr, 
Howard, 


« Why ſhould I ſurpriſe you by doing 
that 


r 
- [ 7 * 
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hat which if I did not do I ſhould be a 
raſcal? IT kept them in the ſame place to- 
gether; they fell in love with each other 
in the courſe of their childiſli intercourſe ;- 
and as I had myſelf been unwarily acceffory 
t that intercourſe, I thought it would be 
cruel, diſhanourable, wicked, and diſho- 
neſt, to puniſh them for that which I ought 
to have prevented in time. I have there- 
fre given my conſent for their union, 
though I have had ſplendid offers for the 
girl from another quarter—offers which 
none but a madman would refuſe, unleſs 
n obedience to his duty and to the prin- 
aples of common honeſty, You under- 
land me, Mr, Howard?“ 


And pray who is this great match you 
ave ſacrificed to your delicacy ?“ 


„Godfrey Wilmot, Mr. Howard; and, 
et me tell you, the ſon of Sir Clement Wil- 
mot is a match good enough for the daughter 
any ſubject under the ſun; and only my 
daughter 


6138) 
daughter is already engaged by that moſt 
ſacred of ties, love, to another perſon, I 
would have thought myſelf the happieſt of 
men to have had a Wilmot for a ſon-in- | 
law. It would be madneſs, you know, 
otherwiſe to refuſe ſuch an offer. Would 
it not, Mr. Howard?“ 


« Oh, yes!“ returned the other, rather 
hefitatingly. — © Then how can you, 
Mr. Howard, even though you can bear | 
the ſtings and reproaches of your own | 
conſcience —how can you come to me, who | 
know what you owe to the kindneſs of Sir 
Clement and Lady Wilmot—who know 
you owe the better part of your daughter 
to their care, your eſtate and property to 
his ſaving friendly hand, and, even after yea 
had offended, to his honour—who knov } 
that you made a facred engagement in the | 
face of God and man, which in the face of 
God and man you have broken — wiv 
know that by your unjuſtifiable conduct 


you have brought that beſt of families into 
28 i 


( 139 ) 
great miſery as the conſcious rectitude 
the beſt of minds can ſuffer them to en- 
dure and who know (though perhaps you 
are ignorant of that part of my knowledge) 
that you have not contented yourſelf with 
iriking at the life of that amiable youth 
whom your perfidy has murdered, by the 
low ſteps of diſappointment and grief which 


er da brought upon him, but ſuborned aſſaſ- 
„, as to cut him off—— 
ar 


„Mr. Wiſhart! Mr, Wiſhart!” ſaid 
Howard You ſhall make good this! 
The charge is too ſerious to be combated 
by perſonal appeal to the ſword—but——” 


— 


er | 
to 8 © But what, Sir! — What? dare you 
ea nenace too? Are you fo far gone as to 


brave ſhame? But you would appeal to 
aw! Do ſo; and juſt at hand there is 
uch damning proof that you yourſelf, were 
[to name it, would tremble. Juſt on the 
becls of your offences you are going to 
carouſe, and inſult the venerable ſorrows of 


the 
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the houſe of Wilmot with nuptial revelry 
and riot, on the aſhes of their fon,” | 

The mighty heart of Howard was de. 
jected ; for where there is the conſciouſneſ 
of wrong there can be no courage“ You 
ſpeak to me in riddles, Mr. Wiſhart,” ſaid 
he; „and I declare I do not underſtand 
you — Aſſaſſins never were hired by me 
yet.“ 


« Take care, Mr. Howard !—If on an 
inquiry, which is now proſecuting, young 
Wilmot ſhall not be found, there is pre- | 
ſumptive evidence that no ingenuity can 
eſcape.” 


Juſt at this inſtant Dr. Heartly arrived. 
As for me,” continued Mr. Wiſhart} 
« entertaining the ſentiments I do of Mr. 
Howard, it would be the moſt groſs hypo- 
criſy and wickedneſs in me to keep up 2} 


correſpondence with him.” 
t There 
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« There is not,” interrupted Dr. Heart- 
there is not a gentleman in the coun- 
iy that has not ſworn not to hold converſe 
with him.—** Dick Howard, let me tell 
jou, you ſtand in ſuch a predicament as no 
nan of feeling would be in for a million of 
worlds, You know jt not, nor will you till 
t burſts at once upon your head. Save 
wurſelt before the thunder ſtrikes. The 
ent calm of Sir Clement Wilmot is but 
be precurſor of a ſtorm : he will be ſatiſ- 
ied about his ſon, whoſe blood is ſaid to 
ure been ſpilled at your walls.“ 


* Am I then deemed a murderer?” ſaid 
dr, Howard in a tranſport of rage - “ By 
Heavens! there is not a man who dares to 
ay to me ſo foul and falſe a charge but is 
igrols calumniator. I know not whence 
has ariſen, or from whom ; but you, Mr, 
Wiſhart, were the firſt who dared to puſh 
thome to me, and you {hall anſwer for it. 
let me give you back your inſolence then, 
ad tell you, you are a falſe and foul calum- 

niator. 
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niator. You underſtand me, Mr, With. 
art!“ —dSaying which he left the room, and, 


mounting his horſe, turned towards the 
caſtle, doubting whether he had not al. 
ready gone with an invitation to one more! 


than he ought. 


As ſoon as Mr. Howard got home, he 
took Mr. Giles aſide, and, without telling} 
him the origin of his quarrel with Mr. 
Wiſhart, informed him they had had words, 
which went ſo far that it was incumbent on 
him to call that gentleman out, and re- 
queſted he would go with the meſſage and] 
accompany him to the field. Giles felt] 
diſagreeably ſituated. Duels were things | 
in which he thought it prudent not to deal] 
too laviſhly ; not that the fellow- wanted 
animal courage, but becauſe the practice 
was at leaſt imprudent, and might lead '0 
very diſagreeable conſequences as well to 
the ſeconds as the principals. He could] 
not, however, with decency decline the pro- 
poſal; and, after expreſſing his hopes that 

7 1 


a 


** — — 


ns 4 
b. n mediation might be effected, agreed to £9 HY 
d, that evening. 1 
he 4: 


Meantime Dr. Heartly, who ſaw how 
things were likely to go, and was always 


eminent for making up affairs of that kind 17 

where he was not himſelf a party, went 1 
be I virectly to Sir Clement Wilmot and told Wt 

ag him the affair, who, after dinner, went as if N # 
Ir. | 


cn a viſit to Mr, Wiſhart, and fat with him. 7 
ill Giles came. 


re- On his firſt inquiring for Mr. Wiſhart, ; 
nd i Giles was informed that Sir Clement Wil- "18 
cl: WW mot was with him—a circumſtance at which 1 


"85 he was much pleaſed, as he thought it like- 5 b 
cal the Baronet would interfere, and prevent 1 
matters going too great a length. 1 


Entering the room, and making an awk- 


ward bow to each of the gentlemen, he ad- i 
uld Wy enced up to the table, and, having Mr. 
0. Viſhart pointed out to him, addreſſed that 


gentleman with“ Sir, my name is Giles.“ 
cc It 


( 144 ) 

e It is your buſineſs, Sir, and not your | 

name,” ſaid Mr, Wiſhart, “ you are to tel! 
me. What have you to fay to me, Sir?” 


« My friend Mr. Howard, Sir, has com- 
miſfioned me to tell you, that the language 


T1 you uſed to him this morning was ſuch as | 
| | he cannot put up witk—and defires that you | 
F will favour him with a meeting to-morrow | 
| morning, at ſuch hour and place as vo 

pleaſe,” | 

1 « And pray, good Sir,“ interpoſed the 

Baronet, ** for what purpoſe is he to mect | 

him ?” ; 


ce To fight, to be ſure, Sir.“ 


i, eG C 


A & What! to take his life?“ 


ce Certainly, Sir, if he can fairly—or clff | 
to loſe his: In ſhort, to fight a duel with _ 
ſwords or piſtols, or both perhaps.“ 1 


ec Ton! 


( 14%. ) 


« 15 —Giles 2”? 
« Tt 1s, Sir.” 


« You call yourſelf a gentleman—a man 
of property—a man of landed eſtate—Pray 
where does your eſtate lie?“ 


«© In England, Sir.“ 


* You are a native of England, of 
courſe 2”? 


„Les, Sir, I am a native of England.” 


Pray have you got any friends or con- 
«tons of reſpectability in this country?! 


* No—None, Sir, but Mr. Howard.” 


Well, Sir, I do not know enough of 
jour character to conſider you as a proper 
Perſon to wait on me with ſuch a meſſage. 
Vor. HI. H Mr. 


n- 


« Your name, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Wiſhart, 
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60 
Mr. Howard, I dare to ſay, knows as little. 
Go back then, and tell that gentleman I 
expect on ſuch an affair to be waited on 
by one I know to be a gentleman. But 
you need not tell him that I now tell you, 


if it was not for the very ſmall remains of 
old eſteem I once had for him, I would 
order you, his meſſenger, to be ducked in 
the horſe-pond. If he wiſhes me to attend 
him, he muſt ſend me a man of honour and 
character, in whoſe hands I may be ſafe I h 
from a dagger.” A: 
Giles endeavoured to bluſter ; but Mr. 
Wiſhart rung the bell, and ordered him to 
be turned out diſgracefully. - i 
That very night Sir Clement Wilmot Wi |. 
wrote a letter to Mr. Howard, of which the 1 no 
following is a tranſcript : MJ 
lg 
sI, 4 


& had formed a reſolution patiently to 
wat for the proper time of opening to you 
my 

o 3 


(+. 1495. ) 
ny whole mind on your conduct; but 
fading that the honeſt indignation of my 


upon myſelf, and that, by opening to you 
what I think upon your ſubject, they have 
brought upon themſelves your reſentment, 
[ cannot, in juſtice to them, let it paſs un- 
noticed, or refrain from doing what is now 
x leaſt become my duty, and making my- 
{If reſponſible for the expreſſions which 
have excited your anger; for anger is more 
often the reſource of conſcious guilt, than 
lie effuſion of indignant innocence. 


In the moſt unequivocal terms, then, 
laccuſe you of 1njuſtice, ingratitude, falſe- 
199d, perfidy, and cruelty to my fon, my 


tt been guilty of Ins murder too, it is 
ure his good fortune than your modera- 
wn. After what you have done, you are 
able of it, or any thing. 


* Io fave you trouble, I will be on buſi- 
H 2 nets 


friends has {corned the reſtraint I had laid 


Lady Wilmot, and myſelf. If you have 


" 
i 
5 
; 
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( 148 ) 
neſs of my own at the old church gate at 
five o'clock to-morrow morning. Should 
you come to ſeck an explanation, bring at 
leaſt a gentleman we know with you, If 
1 Mr. Giles appears, it is fair to inform you 
* I will commit him as a vagabond. 


„C. WILMOT.“ 


1 Next morning Sir Clement, attended by 

J Dr. Heartly, was at the place mentioned 
in bis letter punctually to the minute, and 
nearly as punctually was Mr. Howard (cen 
riding up to them. 


Sir Clement Wilmot,” ſaid Howard, 
«1 am come not to fight, but to expo- 
2 ſtulate with you. If, however, nothing but 
a my life can appeaſe you, take it :—curſed 
as it is with every affliction, it is not worth 
the keeping. Whether I deſerve the epi- 
thets you have beſtowed upon me or not, 
time, which cannot fail ſoon to explain my 
true motives, will diſcover. As to your 


charge of murder, it is a ſerious one— and 
has 
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has been ſo pointedly urged by you all, 
that I cannot think you mean ſimply to 
allude to the effect of my refuſal of my 
daughter on the health of your fon. If 
ou mean that, 1 muſt only take it patient- 
ly, and refer to the operation of time for 
my juſtification; for I cannot, without per- 
dition, yield my daughter to your fon. 
But, when you talk of murder, with all the 
circumſtances of blood and aſſaſſination, as 
hinted by Mr. Wiſhart, I confeſs myſelf 
confounded, and utterly at a loſs to com- 
prehend your meaning.” 


“That meaning then you ſhall have, 
but not till my ſon is preſent, or his death 


alcertained, For ſome time letters have 


been ſent after him, but no anſwer has been 
returned. We ſhall not be ſlow to let you 
hear when it will be ſuitable to inquire ihs 
to the affair of the blood, of which you 
will then, if you can, acquit yourſelf. So, 
t you have no further commands for me, 
| ſhall bid you good morning, and carry 
H 3 .- home 
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home with me the ſame opinion 1 broughs | 
-out—oblerving, however, that Mr. Wiſhart f 
is no longer reſponſible for words which | 
were mine.“ 
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« Sir Clement,” ſaid Mr. Howard, «1 
have already (compelled by an inſuperable : 
neceſſity) injured you and yours, while, | 
that God to whom alone I look for juſtice | 

bears me witneſs ! I revered, honoured, and 
loved you all. By heavens I loved not my | 
daughter more than I did that amiable | 
youth who now with her ſuffers under my | 
ſtern reſolves! Think not this arm can 
be lifted againſt a Wilmot. No! as ſoon | 
thould it be raifed againſt the parents who I 
gave me being. Let this then ſuffice: I 
For Mr. Wiſhart, I have no ſuck bonds tw 
him; yet, to ſatisfy you, I ſtoop to bear 1 
what paſſed, and, if J can, to forgive It. I 
But Mr. Giles will bring him to a levere I 
account.” 1 


« Mr. Howard, you have as you ſay in- 
jured 


CF 

jured me—you have afflicted yourſelf by 
n- But do not by one raſh act urge your- 
ſelf to utter ruin Take care !—Be well 
informed of Mr. Giles before you attempt 
to beſtow your daughter on him Fame 
calls him a ſharper, — Farewell! — God 
mend you PF 


Dick,“ ſaid the Doctor in his pithy 
way, © marry your daughter this day to 
Giles, and before this day month I'll be 
d but you will hang yourſelf for grief 
and ſhame !”—Saying this he ſpurred on, 


and, joining Sir Clement, went home with 
bim to the lodge. 


( 152 ) 


CH Ak FE I. 


N orwiTHsTANDING the ſlight- 
neſs of Mr. Howard's acquaintance with 
Mr. Giles, and the many hints and cautions 
he received from thoſe who ſpoke to him, 
as well as the general indignation manitfeſt- 
ed by all ranks of people at that man's 
aſpiring to ſuperſede Charles Wilmot in 
the good ' graces of Miſs Howard, ſome 
latent infatuation ſeemed to keep that un- 
fortunate gentleman firm in the extraordi- 
nary reſolution of marrying his daughter to 
him — and that young Lady was ordered to 
receive him as the perſon that was to be 
her huſband, and adviſed ſtrenuouſly to 
treat him with that attention which ſhould 
inſure the conqueſt ſhe had made. In vain 
ſhe begged, entreated, and remonſtrated: 


her father was inexorable; and the wretched 
creature, 
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. 
creature, Giles, followed her up and down 
inceffantly peſtering her with his nauſeous 
addreſſes, and beſeeching her to appoint 
the happy day that ſhould put him in poſe 
ſeſſion of that ineſtimable treaſure—her 
perſon. | £30 


Thus ſhe was driven almoſt to her wit's 
end—and tortured her brain with framing 
1 thouſand plans to rid herſelf at leaſt of 
the odious and loathſome taſk of hearing 
profeſſions of love from a man who could 
have excited in a boſom like hers no other 
emotion but thoſe of pain, and diſguſt, 
eren if her affeAions had not been pre- 
viouſly engaged. In this dilemma the one 
day thought of a plan which ſhe imagined 
couid not fail of having ſome effect, though 
it might bring upon her the anger of her 
father, whoſe indignation began to loſe 
much of its effect upon her mind; for it is 
a moral truth, of which we wonder people 
in power are not better convinced than they 
em to be, that whether in the narrow 
A circle 
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6154) 
circle of domeſtic life, or the wide- extend. 
ed field of empire, reſpect and affectic 
decline in the exact proportion that ty- 
ranny, coercion, and intolerance, tncreaſe, 
To love a tyrant—is as impoſſible as to de- 
light in torture. Hence it is that, in al 
ſtates, ambitious Machiavelian miniſters, 
who have wifthed to withdraw the attach- F. 
ment of the people from the Sovereign, for re 
their own vile purpoſes, have bent all be 
their efforts to the extenfron of royal prerp- ra 
gative. d. 


This notable plan, from which the dil-W {, 
treſſed Miſs Howard hoped to derive ſuch 4 
happy effects, bad not been many das g 
conceived before ſhe found an opporiu- n 
nity of reducing tt to practice. Paſſing byW i; 
the chapel- door of the caſtle, ſhe turned in, 
and he followed her. When they were there, ¶ c 
ſhe led him up to the altar, and fpoke toll r 
him thus: © From my father's introducing t 
you to me in the light he has done, Il | 
am to believe, Sir, that you are a gentle- 


man 
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C 155 ) 
wan and a man of honour :—from his de- 
fring that you ſhould become one of his 
family by marriage, Lam to believe you are a 
good catholic chriſtian :--You will not, there- 
fore, I am ſure, at leaſt I ſhould hope, violate 
confidence repoſed in you, or be acceffory 
to another perſon's violating a ſacred oath, 
Firſt, then, promiſe me not to do either as 
regarding me,” 'I need not promiſe,” ſaid 
be; * you may be ſure I would not at any 
fate.“ Here, then,” ſaid ſhe, kneeling 
down at the altar and ſolemnly kiſſing a 
crucihx which ſtood upon it Here I 
lwear by the blood and paſhon of Him who 
died upon the croſs for our fins, that I will 
never marry you, Mr. Giles, nor any other 
man but Charles Wilmot ! Then ſtart- 
ing up, „Does that ſuffice, Mr. Giles? 
—[t it does not, you are unworthy the hand 
of any woman. If you be a man of ho- 
nour, you will not tell my father the ex- 
tent of my vow, but quit the place, and 
leave me to the contemplation of my own 
misfortunes!” —Saying which the haſtily re- 
H 6 


tired 


| ( 10 3 
tired to her bed-chamber, and left him to 
deliberate on the next ſtep he was to take, 


il 


Giles reſolved not to tell her father the 
whole, for that would amount, he feared, IM i 
to a complete diſmiſſal; he contented him- Ml » 
ſelf, therefore, with ſaying, that ſhe ſeemed III :: 
obſtinately bent againſt him, and that he Wl 
feared he muſt give up the purſuit, and 
ſubmit to the miſery of living without her, 


f 


Whatever fiend or fiend-like infatua- ll 
tion had put the union of his daughter with 
Giles into the unfortunate man's head, cer- ll * 
tain it was that he had fixed his heart ſo Wl ' 


entirely upon it that nothing elſe could 
give him poſitive content, and*he was de- 
termined that it ſhould take place at all 
events. When he heard, therefore, of her 
treatment of Mr. Giles, his rage knew no 
bounds—and he ſwore in the moſt ſolemn 
manner to his daughter, that if ſhe dil- } 
obeyed him in the injunction he had laid 
upon her, ſhe ſhould be carried off Py 
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| The ſpirit of Arabella was rouſed by this 
threar—and ſhe told her father, that, though 
willing to obey him as far as it was poſſible 
regarding her own ſafety to do; in a point 
which ſo nearly concerned her eternal hap- 
pineſs, ſhe muſt beg leave to diſobey com- 
mands ſo utterly repugnant to her feelings, 
to her moral ſentiments, and to her honour, 
as thoſe he was preſſing upon her. As to 
a convent though ſhe declared it would be 
ten thouſand times preferable in her mind 
to a marriage ſuch as he deſired he had 
not the leaſt fear of being compelled to 
that, ſince the laws of her country made 
ample proviſion againſt ſuch an act of vio- 
lence. 


Mr. Howard was thunderſtruck This 
was language which he had not only never 
been accuſtomed to hear, but which he 
never could have expected from her, ti- 
midly 
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„ 
midly obedient as ſhe had always beer 
He ſtared at her for ſome time, ſo confound 
ed that he knew not what to ſay; and Ara 
bella, taking advantage of bis ſilence, retired 
to her apartment. Here ſhe fat muſing fo 
ſome time—and at laſt, perceiving that the 
day was fine, ſhe took her hat and walked 
out to the river-ſide, where once ſhe bad an 
prevented her beloved Charles from ere. Ine 
cuting his fatal purpoſe, and which ſpot ſhe 
often ſince had made the repoſitory of her 
tears. While ſhe ſat upon the bank, 
country fellow paſſed her by with his hat 
decorated with white ribbon—She aſked 
him who was married? He replied, that 
Miſs Wiſhart had that Cay been married to 
young Mr. Forſter, and that all the country 
was ringing with joy and feſtivity,—Alas! 
thought ſhe to hericlf, my father has er- 
cluded his whole family from all partic 
pation in his neighbour's happineſs. Jt ii 
ſtrange though that Charlotte did not con- 
trive to inform me of it. Then ſpeaking i 


the country man, „Is not this wedding fa. 
ther 


he 
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en Wc unexpected?“ ſaid ſne. lt is a ſudden 
und uüneſs, Madam!“ ſaid the fellow ; © for 
An er are to ſet off to-morrow morning 
tier Dublin, in order to go from thence to 
2 agland.“ 


Arabella returned home very gloomy ; 
and, as ſhe paſſed through the hall, was 
met by James, who tipped her a wink, in- 
ümating that he wiſhed to ſpeak with her 
aide, She accordingly took an opportunity 


k, Net following him into the dining-parlour, 
bat bete he put a letter into her hand, which, 
red eoing up to her room and locking herſelf 
that in, ſhe read, in the following words: 

d to 

or © HAVE ſent ſeveral letters to my dear 
us! Arabella, without receiving a ſtugle line in 
ex- uſwer; from whence I conclude, Mr. How- 
tici-M *d, or the old maids, intercept them, —I 
It is] ave given directions to put this into the 
con- hands of James, whom I know to be faith- 
g 0 fl, and have no doubt of its reaching you. 
n · ¶ Tomorrow Mr. Forſter and I are to be in- 


diſſolubly 


3 - BT 0 * es, 

99 2 2 aa ure 
©” OT Loy CO OROgE 
a o 8 1 1 
TIF} eee 


N 


L * ” > 4 8 
* wii - - wat * - 6. * 
= + coup Perry ——_— 

4 , 


CEE 


2 ha 

* 1 4 

ES 
4. 
4 
1 
, 1 
£Y 
1 « 
g- 4 
0 
vJ pA * 
4 of 

2 » 

F. 

1 
i 
£4" 

1 py 4 
i 
. 1 
+ 

9 * 

N : 

4 
£3 
* 74 

=. 
TY 
5 * 

l -. = 

* * 19 

Yy 7 
* 
23585 

; 4 

. 

— 91 

1 4 
» - 
+ 

TE. 

1 
1 fa 4 
3 
+ 8 

T! 1 1 
3 A F 
- | 3 
1 
RE 
34 ES - 
* 
= 
i 
_ 53 , ae 
1 
33 
1 
i 
* 
> K* 
os 
DALE \ 
7 + 
1 
. . 

. g 4 
$1 -4 

i * 

WT 4 

* | "F © 
— 1 2 
"3. 
l * 
: : 
7 * F 
* 

. 

1 * 

J * 
> 

* 

i 
= 
14 
py 

f 
: = ” 

+ 
; 5 
ll 

, H 
= "4: 
Fay 
. b 

7. > 

==. * 

"+ 

+ . 

p ; 

\ 

ä n 
13 * 

E 
- - 
l 
© 4 
* 0 
n 3 
1 + 
"%. 8 
ö bo 

= 8 

7 * 
wy p 
"A 5 

1 þ 
4 
=; 
-] 4 
ed 
TM. 
20 
« 
\ &7 
. 
We.” 
4% 
Y 
b 
3 
TY 
. 
"SY 
3% 
„ 
i 
* 


4 —— — 


* * * 1 5 N _ . - 2 


* RI 
I LAG . 
> „ Fo 
- — # 


1 
diſſolubly united ; and on the ſucceedin 
day we proceed to Dublin, and thence t 
London. If you are ſtill oppreſſed an 
tyrannized over, take advantage of thif 
circumſtance Fly to me, and I will anſue 
for your ſafety. Let me know your mind 
that I may make arrangements; for no tim 
is to be loſt. 


© CHARLOTTE WISHARHT.“ 


This letter, which was evidently write 
the day before, was even, late as it came 
welcome to Arabella; and it inſtanth 
firuck her that it was a fortunate interpo 
ſition of Providence in her favour to ſnatch 
her from outrage and violence.—She there 
fore, depending upon the fidelity of hi 
friend, reſolved to take advantage of ht 
offer at any rate, and to that end wrote g 
note to the following effect, which ſhe flip: 
ped privately into James's hand: 


Et 
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YN 


« lam anxious to fly, and leave the a- 
ran gemett 


or 


—— Le REES, 
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lin f b 
ungement to you. Let me have your in- 
1 28 3 RF” 

tions, and I will implicitly obey. 
an 
tf c AA N 
(we : 
F «YN, B. It is but this moment I received 


jour letter of yeſterday -I wiſh you joy!“ 


* punctually delivered this letter into 


» 
es | 
de hand of the ſervant who had convey- 

Mt ! the other to him, and in leſs than two 
* hours after brought back an anſwer in the 
lowing words: 
poll ... . 

"Wl © 1 vill expect you at the gate of our 
atcl 


wurch-yard in the village at one O clock 
* nobt—Fail not —you need not encum- 


het a . 
der yourſelf with clothes.“ 
he 
e 1 - 
Die agitation of our heroine on receiv- 
017: 


oy letter was fuch, that, had that been 
e hoy ir appointed for her departure, ſhe 
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© have failed of ſtrength to accompliſh 


Ws er purmoſe;; but, as it was, it in ſome ſort 
len | 


1 her plan, for ſhe was ſo pale that her 
plea 
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( 
plea of ſickneſs was readily allowed, anf 
ſhe was without ſuſpicion permitted to ab 
ſent herſelt from dinner and tea, and half 
therefore time to compoſe her ſpirits an 
icrew them up to the important enterpriſe 


as well as to prepare ſome little things folf 
her journey, 


al 
ſtr 


ſec 


At night ſhe came down ſtairs to ſuppe 
and, watching an opportunity, put a papel 
into James's hand, bidding him read itimf 
mediately ; which he did, and at ſuppef 
nodded aſſent.— The paper contained ui 
following words: 


Meet me at the gate of the church-yag 
as the clock ſtrikes one,” | 


Matters being thus arranged; our hy 
roine went to her apartment, and was pul 
to bed. As ſoon as the ſervant had willy 
drawn, ſhe fat up in her bed, and, puttin 
on her clothes, waited in breathleſs expec 


tation for the moment of departure. Al 
length 


( 163 ) 
engch all was quiet—the caſtle clock 
ruck twelve—and, tre.nbling with a mixed 
kar of ghoſts and of detection, ſhe opened 
ter door gently—liſtened for ſome time to 
ler whether any were ſtirring—took off 
er ſhoes—and, coming into the great hall, 
(bated with herſelf which way ſhe ſhould 
70, for (he feared that if ſhe ſhould even 
be able to move the great iron bolt of the 
fold:ng door of the hall, it would make a 
wiſe, that, with the loudneſs of the echo, 
could not fail to alarm the family She 
therefore paſſed through the kitchen 1nto 
lhe laundry—thence into the yard—and, 
timbing over a barred gate, got into the 
great area before the caſtle, and thence into 
ne avenue, her ſhoes (till remaining in her 
land, ſo great was her terror. In a ſtate of 
(readful trepidation ſhe reached the church- 
ard gate: there ſhe remained above a quarter 
af an hour, in agonies not to be conceived, 
wondering that James did not appear. At 
*npth a horſeman rode up, and, in a whiſ- 
ering voice, deſired her to get upon a horſe- 
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block that flood at the church-gate,: 
ſo mount behind him. She did fo without 
heſitation, and he rode off. In about Hud, 
an hour's ſmart riding he ſtopped at a ſmi Nip 
cottage on the verge of a common, n 
defired her to diſmount and enter; whidM: f 
ſhe accordingly did. An old woman rec 
ved her at the door, and conducted her in 
a room, where ſhe ſaw—not her friend, nz! ] 
any one ſent by her but with aſtoniſhneif+ e 
and horror [he ſav - Godfrey Wilmot big ea 
ſelf. Had the fierceſt tiger that pro. 
through the wilds of Indoſtan, or the mo 
enormous ſnake that twines round the pig e 
of Ceylon, prefented themſelves before be He 
ſhe could not have been more terrified: 
his natural deformity in her eyes " 


much increaſed by inebriation, under wider: 
he manifeſtly laboured as he approacit 
her. 


« Well, my fawn !” ſaid he, I. 
hunted you down at laſt, and here 7% 
are—You like the family; one brother 5 

go 


16650 


0d as another, and damn me but yeu 


Mit bemine!” —She ſtarted from him back- 
ids towards the door, and attempted to 
mWMcpx—bur was ſtopped by the old wo- 
An who had let her in, while he leap- 
bigs forward and caught her in his arms, 


tering the moſt horrid imprecations, that 
e ſhould be his though he loft his life by 
There was a bed in the room, to which 
e endeavoured to drag her—while ſhe 
teamed out as loud as ſhe could, and 
wooled with all her force, which, delicate 
tough ſhe was, was not a little when com- 
red with that of a man bloated with in- 
wperance, enfeebled with debauchery, 
2d rendered powerleſs by liquor. She 


uggled till (he nearly overcame him, 
t 


taming all the tie; and the old woman 
& proceeding to add her ſtrength to his, 
ich muſt have infallibly completed her 
un—when on a ſudden the door of the 
Mage burſt open, and in entered a perſon 
do roared out in a well-known voice, 
Zoundsl what's the matters hell broke 
; loole ? 


r 
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loofe ? — Why, you are enough to drow 
the cry of a pack of fox-hounds !”—Ant 
coming to the room whence the noiſe prof 
ceeded, entered it juſt as the ruffian, within: 
the aid of the abominable old woman, was 
upon the point of overpowering the ue 
happy Arabella, | our 


« Ah, you vallain?” ſaid Dr. Hearty 
{for it was he who had fo ſeafonably 
come to her relief)—*< I will work you— 
Ill make you dance to another tune!“ 
With which words he aimed a blow with 
the butt-end of his whip at the fellov's 
head, which laid him ſtretched, and ſeem- 
:ngly lifeleſs, on the ground, —** And you, 
you old harridan !”” ſaid he, © I'll get you 
hanged, by G——d !''—Tuſt at this nftantY 
Arabella ſunk upon the bed; and the 
Doctor, direfing his attention to her, e- 
claimed“ Od's curſe and death !—ourel 
it can't Ves, I'm d d if it be not Bel ö 
Howard '—Ah! my poor dear lamb !” fad] 
he in a moſt pathetic tone of voice What 

broug't Y 


_— 


1 


mupht you here ?—How very very near 
ne you being ſacrificed And how truly 
fed am I in my old days to be inſtru- 
dental in ſaving ſo much innocence!“ 
Come here, you old Beelzebub,“ ſaid he, 
and bring ſome water, and help this 
bung lady.“ —So ſaying he chafed her 
mples with his hand, held a little ſnuff to 


7 noſe, and, bathipg her face with water, 
ought her to herſelf again by degrees. 


How is my precious Jamb ?“ ſaid he.— 
Oh, Dr. Heartly ! is it then you ?—and 
n late 2” “ It is Heartly is with you, 
br dear child! Fear nothing!“ -! Oh 
by father 1”? ſaid (he, © my father!“ 
Fear not your father, or any body elle, 
dale Jam with you !”' {aid the Doctor 
Damn me if the Grand Mogul himſelf 
dould offer you an injury in my prelence ! 
ut who is this ruffian? — And how 
wane YOu here? Oh, Doctor!“ ſaid 
de, * tee, only ſee to what my father's in- 


mate Cruelty has brought me! — By 
"Ming Charles Wilmot, he had nearly 
made 


(6 


made his daughter a victim to the brut; ; 
wickedneſs of his brother Godfrey | P 
« This is Godfrey, then!“ ſaid he; 
« Yes,” ſaid Arabella, © and extremelf 
drunk.“ — “ Let the wretch lie there aud 
be d——4d !” ſaid the Door. —* My deal 
Bell!“ continued he, “Clem Wilmot and 
I have ſhed tears together over your mit 
fortunes, and the whole country execrats 
your father; but the fact is, Dick is dot 
ing—he 15 really getting old and dotingl 


— But what a fortunate thing it is that [ 
happened to be coming this way Pool 
Jane Corbet, the blackſmith's wife, wal 
taken ill and ſpeechleſs ro-night. [| way 
at the wedding-ſupper at Frank W inan 
when the huſband came for me, and I el 
off. Sure it was God directed every thing, 
and that I ſhould take this road too, which 
I ſeldom do. I was going home when I 
heard your ſcreams; and, knowing it to 
be not the honeſteſt place in the countij, 1 
came to your ſuccour.—** But you, you od 


Beelzebub! what have you to ſay for - 1 
3 ſelf?” Y 1 


610 


ell? — Why, pleaſe your honour, the 
quire there told me his ſervant was gone 
o bring home a young girl, a ſervant- 
maid, that had promiſed to come live 
with him; but I am ſure I had no notion 
* was a young lady. If I had ry 


e So then,” ſaid the Doctor, © you 
would help to ruin a poor girl, but not a 
young lady ?—Ah! you are a precious old 
tel-hound !—But I'll hang you, by the 
Lord! Tl hang you if there be a rope 


ed old wretch then began to cry, declar- 
ng ee it was the fault of the young *ſquire 
wone, who was gone to hell for it, for he 


FF. 


certainly was dead.“ 


Od rabbit it! J hope not!“ ſaid the 
Doctor ſomewhat ſtartled. They both then 
lted him up; butas little ſign of life appear- 
the Doctor expreſſed ſome apprehenſions 
at he had given him too heavy a blow, 
ad, getting him on the bed, proceeded to 
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phlebotomy, on which life began to return; 


and the young Lady, declaring that ſhe | 
could not without riſk of utter ruin ſtay | 


any longer, agreed to go.— So mounting his 
horſe, and getting her up behind him, he 
rode by her directions to Mr. Wiſhart's, 
On the way ſhe told him the whole ſtory of, 
and the reaſons for, her eloping with Mrs, 


Forſter, in order to ſave herſelf from a fate 
ten thouſand times worſe than death. The 


reader 1s not at this period of the hiſtory 
to learn, that the old gentleman was ſtill a 


man of ſpunk : he entirely approved of her | 


reſolution, and aflured her that he would 
join in any meaſures neceſlary for her ſe- 
curity. 


On their arrival at Mr. Wiſhart's, he | 


went round through the yard to the back- 
door, in order to raiſe the family. While 
ſhe was waiting at the gate, ſhe perceived 
the figure of a man walking backward and 
forward oppoſite her. Her heart almoſt died 


within her—She liſtened, and preſently ſhe 
| heard 


I 
heard a voice crying, © My God! my 
God! what can have become of her ?— 
What ſhall I do ?—I had better go and 
hang myſelf at once!“ She thought that 


5 
- W i thoſe mutterings ſhe could diſtinguiſh 
the voice of James, and ventured in a 


f half-whiſper to call“ James! James!“ 
«Here! here!” returned the voice. Oh! 
it you, James?“ -“ Yes, it is Bleſſed 
be God that I have found you!” ſaid he. 
Lord God! miſtreſs, where have you 
been? and what does all this mean?“ 
No matter!“ ſaid ſhe: © Do you ſtay by 
me!“ 


Meantime the Doctor had awakened 
ome of the ſervants, one of whom coming 
to the door he directed him to call Mr. 
Wiſhart to him. Upon that gentlemar's 
wpearing, the Doctor informed him that 
Miſs Howard was waiting at the outer gate to 
det admittance to Mrs. Forſter; but,” ſaid 
Doctor archly, „as the bride may think 
15 rather an unſcaſonable time for inttu- 


12 ſion, 


* 3 


( 172 ) 
fon, it will be better to order the ſervants | 
out of the way and let Bell in privately,” | 
They did ſo—and Mr. Wiſhart ſuggeſted | 
that it might perhaps be neceſſary for the 
young lady to take ſome deciſive ſtep be- | 
fore morning, when, on being miſſed at I 
the caſtle, ſearch would be made for her all : 
over the country. The Doctor, however, ] 
ſtill obſerving that it was unfit to diſturb 
the new-married pair, Miſs Howard in- : 
formed them of her views, and the plan 
which had been laid. It was therefore the 
advice of both gentlemen, that horſes ſhould 
be faddled for her and her ſervant, attended 
by whom ſhe ſhould ſtrike acroſs the coun- L 
try, in a tranſverſe direction, till ſhe got to 1 
a large town that lay at a diſtance of about | 
fifieen miles, where ſhe could procure a I 


poſt-carriage to Dublin, in which place 1 
ſhe would be ſure to meet Mrs. Forſter in 
a day after her arrival; and to the end that k 
ſhe might be completely concealed in 
Dublin, Mr. Wiſhart gave her a letter to 


lady of conſiderable rank, a firſt cou 
of 


„ 
of his, in Sackville-ſtreet, adviſing her to 
ume for the time another name, for fear 
o treachery. 


This affair being agreed upon, Mr. Wi- 
hart ordered an excellent horte of his own 
to be ſaddled for Arabella, and another 
or James; and they both ſet out at about 
four o'clock in the morning in full gallop 
croſs the country, and arrived before 
ken at the town pointed out by Mr. Wi- 


ed 5 hart where Miſs Howard ordering a poſt- 
m- cbaiſe and four horſes, got into it with 
to 1 james, and arrived that night in the me- 
out wo polis. 


James, who was a very ſagacious fellow, 
ni well Knew that the poſtillions would 
de examined by Mr. Howard, got a coach 
in 1 n James's Street, and, putting his miſtreſs's 
bundle into it, and ordering the coachman, 
fn uche hearing of the poſtillions, to drive 
ol Kildare. ſtreet, which was in the very 
fireme end of the town from Sackville- 


ſtreet, 


r 
2 8 


n 

ſtreet, diſcharged the poſt- chaiſe. Proceed- 
ing to Kildare. ſtreet, he ſtopped at Sie- 
Phen's-green, diſcharged the coach, and, 
with his miſtreſs's bundle in his hand, con- 
ducted her on foot to College- green, where 
tak ing another coach they drove to Sack- 
ville-itreet, 


James was ſent forward with the letter, 
while Arabella ordered the coach to ſtop 
and wait for his return ; which was not long, 
for in leſs than ten minutes he was at the 
coach- door with the lady's compliments to 
Miſs Wemyſs, and that ſhe anxiouſly waited 
her arrival. The coach accordingly drove 
up to the door Arabella alighted from it, 
and, being conducted into an elegant draw- 
ing-room, was received with the greateſt 
politeneſs and cordiality. 


Being too much fatigued and agitated to 
eat any ſupper, the retired to bed, and 
awoke next morning, though not perfectly 


eaſy, at leaſt much caſter in her mind than 
ſhe 


( 175. ) 
ſhe had been for ſome time paſt; and on 
coming down, ſhe found the faithful James 
waiting at the parlour-door to congratulate 
her on her ſituation. Arabella dehred him 
to go to Mr, Hartop's chambers, and in- 
form him of her being in town ; but James, 
more wiſe, ſuggeſied the impropriety of 
their ſubjecting the:nſelves to a diſcovery 
ir caſe of Mr. Howard's purſuing them, 
for in all probability they ſhould be traced 
by his going to Mr. Hartop, and by that 
gentleman's viſiting her. Our young Lady, 
taerefore, contented herſelf for the preſent 


with writing to Hartop, and informing him 
of the ſtep ſhe had taken. 
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CHAP. VI. 


Mzs. ForsTER, who had reſolved to fr 
off for Dublin early in the morning aff 
her marriage, in order to avoid the diſ- 
agreeable ceremonials and viſits uſual on 
ſuch occaſions, was preparing to ſet outh 
long before Arabella had got to the town 
where ſhe had taken the poſt-chaiſe. When , 
that lady heard of her friend's having 
been there, and was informed by Mr. 
Wiſhart of the plan he had laid for her, 
ſhe was quite charmed, and, in order 10 
prevent ſuſpicion and baffle purſuit, te- ; 
ſolved to encounter the mortifications of 
the day at home, and remain in the coun- 
try one day more; by which means ſhe 
thought Mr. Howard would acquit her ot 
any ſhare in ihe elopement, and her friend 


be more ſecure from the ſtratagems it N 
probable 


121 

probable he would put in practice for 
finding her. When ſhe heard of the diſ- 
zzrecable affair Arabella had had with 
Mr. Godfrey Wilmot, ſhe was afſtoniſhed— 
for, having truſted her letters to a ſervant 
n whom ſhe had the moſt perfect confi- 
lence, ſhe could not form a conjecture of 
tie mode by which he had contrived to 
come to a Knowledge of her intended 
elopement. Upon a ſtrict ſcrutiny, how- 
erer, ſhe found that that very ſervant had, 
by her own confeſſion, been all along in 
the pay of Godfrey Wilmot, who had 
hoped by her means to obtain that young 
Lady's conſent to receive again his viſits, 
which ſhe had peremptorily forbidden 
won Lis former inſult to Miſs Howard, 
By this treacherous ſervant Godfrey was in- 
trmed of every thing that paſſed in the 
houſe of Mr. Wiſhart, and from her he had 
22 poſſei.on of the letters that paſſed be- 
cen the two young ladies; in conſe- 
tence and by means of which he had con- 
Grieg, and in part proceeded upon, that 

I 5 infamous 
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infamous project againſt the honour of Miſs 
Howard, the full execution of which was 
prevented by the fortunate arrival of the 
gallant old Dr, Heartly. Mr, Wiſhart 
was for ſome time reſolved to commit the 
wretch to jail ; but, at her lady's particular 
requeſt, ſhe was at laſt forgiven, on condi- | 
tion of her obſerving the moſt profound ſe- | 
crecy as to what had paſſed. 


Mr. and Mrs. Forſter would have gone 
with Mr. Wiſhart to dine that day at Sir 
Clement Wilmot's, but that the worthy 
Baronet and his family were thrown into 
the utmoſt conſternation by the airival of 
Dr. Heartly early in the morning, announ- 
eing to them that Godfrey was in a raging 
fever in a cottage of ill fame at a f2w miles 
diſtance. The Doctor felt it to be his 
duty, however repugnant to his feelings 
to give pain to that excellent man, to re- 
veal to Sir Clement the whole tranſ— 
actions of the preceding night, and of the 


ſhare he bad had in them; and put it 
tO 
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to him to ſay, whether, as a man of ho- 
nour, honeſty, or religion, he could have 
done leſs than he did. 


« James !” replied Sir Clement, “be- 
ther he lives or dies, I am at leaſt indebted 
to you, that, by your interference, you pre- 
vented the perpetration of an act which 
muſt have brought an ignominious death 
upon kim, and an eternal ſtain upon a fa- 
mily whole greateſt boaſt has always been 
the purity of its fame. Be not uneaſy 
then, dear James!“ ſaid he, the tears ſtream- 


ing down his cheeks ““ His death, ſhould 


t happen, is much leſs to be lamented than 
lie ſhameful circumſtances attending it. 
fe bas involved me and my family, and 
particularly his brother, in miſery, or per- 
haps death, by his conduct to the family 


ol Howard — He has lived a moſt diſgrace- 


lu life—He has eſtranged almoſt all my 
eons from him—and I have long had 
12 other with reſpecting him, but that it 
50u1d pleaſe the Almighty to take him off 

16 before 


„ ; 
before he fixed an indelible ſtain upon him- | 
ſelf and his whole family,” | 


Dr. Heartly then told Sir Clement, | 
that he had already brought a phyſi- 1 
cian and a ſurgeon to the cottage, who, 
on examination of his head, and a full con- 
ſideration of all the circumſtances, de- 
clared that he had received no material in- 
jury from the ſtroke, but that his life was I 
in imminent danger from a fever produced 
by the joint effects of liquor and the agi- 
tation of his mind—the old woman having | 
teſtified that he drank an enormous quan- 
tity of ſpirits to harden him to the execu— 
tion of the projet he had undertaken, | 
Thus had wickedneſs defeated itſelf, and 
cunning been the inſtrument of its own 
ruin. For, in all probability, it was his 
drunkenneſs that ſaved the delicate Arabella 
from utter ruin and deſtruction. 


We are now to turn to Inchvally caſte, 


in order to find how things went on there 
after | 


re 
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ifer the departure of Arabella, In the 
morning James was miſſing from his ac- 
cuſtomed office, attending his maſter drefl- 
ng, As it was a duty in which he never 
ws known to fail but from ſickneſs, Mr. 
Howard was ſurpriſed, and, on enquiry, 
inding that he had not been ſeen all the 
morning, was alarmed for the man, as he 
really loved him, and ſent to enquire for 
him about the neighbourhood. Mean- 
while breakfaſt waited for Miſs Howard, 
ull, grown impatient at her unuſual delay, 
ie ſent up the ſervant maid to call her. 
But what imagination can conceive, what 
bngnage deſcribe, his ſenſations, when the 
krvant, returning to the parlour, told him 
he u as not there? And when, on enquiry, it 
appeared ſhe had not been ſeen that morn- 
ug G0 to the river fide!” ſaid Miſs Grace 
neeringly, —** perhaps you may find her 
ere; it has been a place of great reſort with 
ber lately.” The idea of the river, aſſo- 
clated with the recollection of his harſh 
neatment to Arabella the preceding day, 


rulbed 


(1 
ruſhed into his mind at once, and true] 
the feelings of the facher with ſuch horrodf 
that he ſcarcely ſupported himſelf from fink [ 
ing on the floor, | 


3 
3 
4 
I 
1 


After a ſtupid pauſe of a few minute 
he ordered all his people to fly and ſearchf 
about the wood, the gardens, and all ucſ 
places contiguous to the houſe which ſhe} 
was wont to reſort, while he himſelf direct- 
ed his tottering diſtracted fteps towards the] 
river. He called out, Arabella!” with all i 
his might: he inveſtigated and ſcrutinized : 
every or in vain—Arabella was neither 
to be heard of nor ſeen. On his return] 
home he threw himſelf into a chair, and 
burſt out weeping—** There was but this 

wanting to fil] up the meaſure of my mi- : 
ſery!“ faid hole Surely, ſurely, never was q 
a man fo curſed ! “ Perhaps,” faid Mis 1 
Grace, © ſhe has gone to take ſhelter with 
ſome of her her-tical friends.“ Perhaps : 
ſhe may!“ ſaid the father ſtarting from 5 : 
chair=* will ſee whether ſhe has or not. 


i 
Na} 
* 
4 


E 
e accordingly flew in a ſtate of diſtraction 
ger to Mr. Wiſhart's, where, without ſay- 
2a word to any one as he paſſed, he ran 
10 the parlour, and, addreſſing that gentle- 


an in a rough tone of voice and abrupt 
moner, queſtioned him,“ Is my daughter 
zrour Loufe ?*'—Mr. Wiſhart as abruptly 
nlvered, “ Your daughter is not in my 
uſe; and if ſhe was too, ſhe ſhould be 
roteted !—Let that be your anſwer, 
ir!” —Then turned away from him with 
tempt, T hence he proceeded to Sir Cle- 
rent Wilmot's, where he met with as little 
aisfation, and was obliged to return 
lome in a ſtate of utter diſconſolation. 
hat to do he knew not; bit in his con- 
Won ſent a number of men well mount—- 
gd up and down the country, inquiring 
er her in all directions—burt not a trace 
ud be found of the route ſhe had taken, 


Thus circumſtanced, Mr. Howard bes 


win — * * a f - , E 11 > 44 I > % 4 
ame at once e loom) and {ulien— He could 


let bear to be [poken to; and all the blan- 
dihments 


R 
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diſhments and efforts to conſole him uſed] 


by the two ladies were ſo far from being 0 
plealing, that he frequently ſnapped «N qu 
them peeviſhly when they ſpoke, accuſing 0 
them in direct terms of having driven his a 
daughter away with their perſecution, in-Y 5 
ſomuch that they left the caſtle in reſent. * 
ment and returned to town. Sometimes} q 1 
his anguiſh was relieved by a flood of enn i 
in which he would cry in a moſt heart- rend- c 
ing tone—* Oh! Bell! Bell! my child, (0 
my moſt beloved child Lo thor dear! image : cc 
of the tendereſt, belt of wives II have de- 1 54 
ſtroyed thee, and thou art gone for ever : 4 
from me gone into exile and diſgrace !'— 1 5 
For, knowing that Charles Wilmot was ei. 1 : 
ther dead or abroad, he had no conception : - 
of her eloping in company with James tor 1 
any other purpoſe, but to throw herſelf even 1 : 
into his arms rather than marry Giles. 3 : 
Thus tortured, the unhappy man remain 
Y \ 


ed the deſerved victim of his own folly 


{ 
and perfidy for ſeveral days, when the deat 
| cf I 
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Godfrey Wilmot brought about an en- 
quiry, which ended in the commitment of 
the old woman of the cottage, and the full 
liſcovery of that tranſaction, ſo much of it 
only excepted as related to the plan laid by 
Mrs. Forſter for her elopement. The whole 
zppeared now more ſtrange and unaccount- 
able to him than before. The departure 
WT © James convinced him that he was privy 
F JF © hc: flight ; but how the incident at the 
cottage could have happened without his 
WT participation he could not conceive—and 
tit appeared in evidence, that James 
nad not been with her there, and that Dr. 
WT ficartly alone had been inſtrumental in 
aving her. 


In this dilemma he went to the Doctor, 
ho by accident happened t » be at home; 


ai conjured him, as he valued the peace of 
allitracted father, to tell him if he could 
a lat had become of Arabella. 
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* Fil tell you what it is, Dick Howard,“ 
returned 


(6) 

returned the Doctor: © every thing haf ' of 
come to paſs which I foreſaw was likely tg CT i 
enſue from your unjuſtifiably rigorous crea 4 
ment of that amiable girl—Go look fol a] 1 
comfort from your friend Giles II har 
none to give you—nor, if I had, would N 1d 
give it! — Of all thoſe who once loved you 
I do not know one ſingle individual wh] 
can hear your name mentioned without a4 


WORE 3 
Co 

— 

| 
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EIS POOR 


horrence !—And in exchange for the ſteemſ \ 
and affection of your friends, and the rei 
ſpect of your country, what have you 1 a0 
but the hy pocritical cant of thoſe wizen g 


tain 

faced ſcreech-owls your coufins, and ac ha 
friendſhip of your intended ſon-in-law My 

Giles?“ 1 

| 

© Jemmy Heartly,” ſaid Mr. orf 0 

with all the mildneſs of affliction in his d. 


tone, „ thought that if all the world for- ] D 
ſook me, you would not—l thought that Wi 
at the worlt I might depend upon you as q . 
conſoler and friend in my troubles!“ 
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Here he found the true paſſage to the 
WW tor'sheart— As coercion never was able, 
eat aderneſs never failed to ſoften him,— 
ill tell you what it is, Dick, You are 
bing by G—d! You are growing old 
nd doting, you may depend upon it, elſe 
ou could not act in the extravagant man- 
xr you have done.“ 


Mr. Howard's ſorrows had ſcarcely the 
poxer to reſtrain him from laughing at the 
dd gentleman's telling one who might cer- 
ainly in point of years be his grandſon, 
lat he was doting with age.” 


„cannot, nay I will not,” continued 
lie Doctor, ** betray a ſecret, whether re- 
ved! in ee or found out by ac» 
ident—f would not, Iaffure you, have been 
lingly made the confident of an elopement 
itcame to my knowledge by accident, and 
vill not diſcloſe it; but barely tell you that 
lam convinced ſhe is ſafe that I am ſure 
be is in honourable hands - and, above all, 
that 
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that I know ſhe is out of your reach, —Ond £ 
thing I muſt add in juſtice to the pool 4 
young girl herſelf - She had no view what 4 A 
ſoever in her elopement but to avoid . 
her father's tyranny ; and James attended 4 
her, as a protecting ſervant merely, at he 1 1 
own defire, —Aſk me no more; for, before A 
Heaven, I will not anſwer you!” 1 I. 

. 


Mr. Howard returned to the caſtle wich A. 
feelings ſomewhat leſs acute than thoſe he ' 
brought abroad with him—and, by the time$ 
he got home, was in admirable temper to 
liſten to a propoſal made to him by Giles, 
who undertook, if Mr. Howard would a- 4 
company him, to find out the young lady, 2 
and get poſſeſſion of her perſon, upon I q 
condition that the nuptial knot ſhould be 
immediately after tied. 1 


* . 


The ſimple father thanked Mr. Gies 
for the attachment he ſhewed to bis daugh-Y I 
ter, after having proved herſelf fo un- 


worthy of it—ſaid that their marriage was 
te | 
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he thing which of all others on this ſide 
the grave he molt earneſtly deſired, and 


Ind pred to proceed with him to whatever 
ice or on whatever plan he ſhould think 
"IM:ifble. Giles, with all the keenneſs of 
o1d 


zirue man of the world, conjectured that 
be muſt have gone to Dublin, and doubt- 
x not that by fome means or other 
hey ſhould be able to diſcover her retreat. 
Jungs were accordingly ſettled for their 
departure next day, when they were put 
ton a new ſcent by the arrival of the fol- 
owing letter: 


mel 

to Sin, 

les, IF what I am about to ſay has at 
ac- it fght too much the appearance of 


iredom, I hope you will excuſe me, 
alin it to the great love and reſpect 
love you and yours, as well from in- 
ination as from gratitude, What I have 
ung foreſeen and lamented, though J 


wed not to ſpeak, is come to paſs; and 
Miſs 
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Miſs Howard in deſpair has flown from vo A 
I have juſt ſeen and offered her ſuch M | 
tection as I could afford; but as the wound 
ed deer flies every thing that bears thi 
form of man, ſhe trembles at every verſo 4 
connected with her—even her country (hf 
fears—and has flown both. You will con 1 
clude, that, as a man of honour ſolicito 10 
for the character of his family, I ſhoul 
not have failed to oppoſe ſuch a ſtep, if 
had not the aſſurance that ſhe is in ſafe 150 
honourable hands. With this you muſt elf 
contented, until it ſhall pleaſe you, which 
J hope will be ſoon, to relent, and pay ſon 


regard to the firſt intereſts of your daughWM'. 
Y 
* R. H, HARTOp.“ 4 
te Here, then,” ſaid Mr. Howard, thro» 
ing the letter to Giles, and bidding him | 


read it“ All is over Our hopes are at 
. , 2 
an end, and our plans rendered abortive ! 


ce N of : | 
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«Not at all, Sir!“ ſaid Giles! Do not 
u a once CONCEIVE where (he is gone?“ 
No!” ſaid che other with great earneſtneſs. 
„Where do you think?“ —“ Why, cer- 
inly,” returned the other, with the new- 
tied couple to London; for you may 
rolle t, that in a letter of Miſs Wiſhart's, 
nerce pted by Miſs Grace, ſuch a ſtep was 
ited at,” —** Gad! fo,” faid Mr. Howard, 
do remember tomething of the kind, 
re enouzh ; but what can we do?“ 
Do!” repeated the other“ Why, pro- 
ted directly to London—apply to the 
ef juſtice or Lord Chancellor for the 
Koration of your daughter as an heireſs, 
a bring her back again.“ 


The weak credulous Howard was eafily 
erailed upon, In two days after, there- 
Ft, he went to Dublin accompanied by 
bles, and, defiring Hartop to go down 
| dlicivally and ſuperintend the place in 

(= ablence, he got on board a packet and 


paſſed 
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paſſed over to Holyhead—whence he pro 


* 
4 
i 


ceeded, by as quick ſtages as the ſtate of 
his health would permit, to London, 4 
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MraxriXir Hartop, who was aware 
of Mr. Howard's intentions, wrote a letter 
0 Arabella, under cover to Mr. Forſter, re- 
commending it to her with all the warmth 
of friendſhip to throw herſelf into the 
ums of Charles Wilmot, if ſhe could 
find him out ; at all events to keep 
herſelf concealed, and to ſeparate from 
Mrs. Forſter, as the only means of eluding 
the diligence of her father and Giles, who 
vere both gone in ſearch of her to Lon- 
don. And this letter reached Arabella 
tie evening after the diſcovery of her by 
Dennis at the Opera-Houſe. 


Arabella was extremely ſtartled by this 
nformation, and, communicating it to her 


tiends, it was agreed among them that 
Vol. III. K they 


fo 
. 
5 
} 
_— 
| 
' 
| 
2 
7 
A 


C94. 3 | 
they ſhould immediately take a ſeparate 
lodging for her; and as it was pretty certain ö 
that Mr. Howard would not be in London 1 
for two or three days after the letter, they : 
had no fear of venturing forth together forſ 
the purpoie. They accordingly paſſed a- 1 
long the Strand, and, turning down a fire] 
that had the appearance of Privacy and re- q 
ſpectability, ſawa billof Furniſhed Lodgings L 
upon a window of a very elegant large 1 
double houſe, They knocked ar the door, 


and were conducted up ſtairs by a genteel 4 1 
elderly lady, who ſhewed them a ſuit of | nc 
apartments on one ſide of the lobby, While 1 J 
they yet ſtood at the door of the drawing- 1 is 
room, a door on the oppoſite fide opened: J kc 
an old gentleman drefled in a fich military 4 
uniform came forward, and, after gazing 1 
{ome time at Arabella, while his colour - 
changed and his whole frame trembled, | 


exclaimed, « Gracious Heaven! is that my 
once-loved Arabella? Hearing her name 
uttered with ſuch extravagant tranſports by | 
a ſtranger, ſhe ſtarted, and ſaid, My name, 
Sir, is certainly Arabella; but I am ſure 1 

never 


61950) 
er had the honour of ſeeing you be- 


de. —“ No, child! no, you have not,” 
i he - Pardon me ! I miſtook you for 
nother;?'—and inftantly ſhut the door with 


mrks of violent emotion imprinted on his 


mh atoniſhment: ſhe however proceeded 
vier the rooms, and was on the point of 
gteing for them, when ſhe was told that 
kerewas at that time a gentleman lyingill of 
ever in the houſe ; 
nd induced her to decline the lodging, 
she was, and all her life had been, very 
aul of catching fevers.—“ Upon my 
2 nn ” ſaid the lady of the 

te, © I muſt own to you he is very ill, 
a the DoAor lays not dangerouſly ; and 
an ſure I ſhould be very ſorry for his 
eh, for a finer youth 1 never ſaw, or a 
Ker behaved or gentler though he be 
ih—anJ what is more pitiful,” ſaid 
de, * 15, that he is dying for the love of a 
dung lady!“ 


2 Juſt 


"re, neither can I think you have ſeen 


lee. Arabclla was for ſome time dumb 


which rather ſtartled 
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Juſt as ſhe ſpoke the laſt word, a foot wal 
heard in the lobby and Arabella be 3 
out perceived Dennis, who, on his part, 
ſeeing her, ran up to her, dropped down! 
on his Knees in a delirium of joy, and be- 


n 2 — * 


gan to pronounce aloud the Pater Note lo 
with his hands up, and his eyes riveted of h 
Arabella!—who, after a pauſe of a few moo f i 
ments, in which the blood was obſerved \ FE 
ſuddenly to forſake her face, ſunk into af 0 
iwoon, and was juſt timely caught by Mr. 1 5 
Forſter, and he! ped to a couch. ] ü 

An unconcerned ſpectator would have . 
found himſelf in a ſtate of ſome perplexity : l 
between mirth and ſorrow at the ſcene now I - 
before the reader ; the attitude, face, and ö 
expreſſions of Dennis, being no leſs ridi- I 
culous than the ſituation of Arabella was i | 


affecting and pathetic. The lady of the g 
houſe, however, felt only the latter, and, by} ; 
her earneſtneſs and ſympathy, manifeſted} 2 
the goodneſs of her heait. 4 


n = - 
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no Upon coming to herſelf, Arabella looked 
rt, 1 iery wildly about her, as if to recollect 
Wn 1 here ſhe had been; and, catching the eye of 
je llc. Forſter— . Tell me, ob tell me, Char- 
5 otte!” ſaid ſhe, is it indeed Wilmot we have 
on bcard of, or is it not ?''—*< Oh! yes, yes, my 
10k 1 dear miſtreſs !”? ſaid Dennis, ſtill remaining 
ed I on his knees“ Yes it is, it is he—your own 
o 2 6 fu eecheart, your true lover, your jewel, 
Ir. oberes you more than he loves himſelf, 


lhe Virgin Mary, or the holy apoſtles—and 


Wr 5 
— aa 


b now dying for love of you in the very 
next room. Mr. and Mrs. Forſter could 
ot refrain from laughing at this very ſin- 
gular effuſion and Arabella, more revived, 
beckoned to him to riſe and come over to 
ber. He did ſo—“ Dennis,” ſaid ſlie, oh 
Dennis! what is it you tell me? -M hat is— 
Oh Heavens! Sure it is not 
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byf 
ted © What would you ſay ? my dear pretty 
WT ilicels!”—<< Tell me, Dennis, how is your 
maſter *— How is * 
on 
1 K 3 « Dying, 
_ 8 IG $644 
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*« Dying, Madam!“ replied Dennis 

« Dying faſt, ever ſince I loft the card voi 
gave me !— Mad, and dying!“ 1 
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©« You loft my card then?” - Ah pool 
Charles! it is no wonder then J did no | 
ſee you!“ 


Shall I go and tell my maſter you art | 
kere ?” I 


J 


« No, no, Dennis!“ ſaid Arabella riſing 
with wildneſs in her eyes“ Iwill go my] 
ſelf. She then pauſed, and ſhook ber head 
What was I about todo? No, no! 


Dennis, 1 * go— and tell your maſter 
that! 1 


* Good God! Madam,” ſaid the " | 
of the houſe, Do you reflect on what you 
are about? Do you conſider that the bard 3 
information of your being here would cause 
fuch ſudden and violent emotions as nl | 


coſt him his life? And you, Dennis,” ſaich 
ſheg 


61990 \ 


he, “ do you not Know that without the 


Doctor's permiſſion you ſhould not pre- 
fume to do any thing, or bring any one 
near him?“ 


Doctor!“ ſaid Dennis contemptuouſly, 
* Don't tell me of a Doctor! 1 know the 
beſt Doctor in the world for him, and there 
ſhe hands before you! What was it made 
bim quit bis own dear father? What was 
t made him leave that prince of places, 
Old Ireland? What was it broke his con- 
ſtution and drove him to Hell- I mean 
Liſbon, where prieſts turn devils, and roaſt 
proteſtants with as little concern as my 
granny uſed to roaſt potatoes? What was 
t made him become the friend and ſhake 
hands with that old tiger Captain Mark- 
bam from Bengal? What was it ——” 


* How fay you,” interrupted Arabella— 
* Captain Markham !-— What Markham?“ 


* Yes, Miſs, Captain Miles Markham ! 
K 4 G3 


who 


C, 260-1] 
who has fought a thouſand battles—killea 8 
a thouſand men—is worth a million of J 
money and ſpeaks to nobody but my ma- 
ſter, and to him only, becauſe he is grown, 
with love of you, almoſt as mad as him- 


ſelf.“ 


Arabella ſmiled . Good God !” ſaid 
ſhe, „what ſtrange occurrences happen in 
this life!. Pray, Madam!” turning to 
the lady of the houſe, © was that Captain 
Markham who ſeemed to be juſt now ſo 
ſtartled at the fight of me?“ 
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It was!” replied ſhe; “ a very good, 
honeſt, charitable gentleman he 1s-—but 
rather oddiſh in his ways,” 


« Well, Dennis,” ſaid Arabella recover- 
ing herſelf, © here is another card—Shew it 
though to no one but your maſter !—Take 
care, do not loſe it!” 


ce will loſe my life firſt!” ſaid Dennis. 
ec But 


E 

gRut take care do not on any account 
tell a human being that you know of my 
being in London!“ . As to you, Madam,” 
aid ſhe turning to the lady, I moſt 
heartily thank you for your kindneſs and 
ſolicitude; and am ſorry that circum- 
ſtances which cannot but be by this time 
obvious to yourſelf forbid my taking up 
my abode with a perſon in all reſpects fo 
celervingofeſteem. —Saying which ſhe roſe 
o take her leave—while Dennis ſcampered 
oft, and, as ſhe came out of the room, re- 
turned with Captain Markham. —“ She 1s 
going,“ ſaid he in tears“ ſhe is going to 
leaye us, and my poor dear maſter will 
dieoutright — Stop her, Captain Markham! 
Stop her lf you can't ſtop her, who can? 
hr you could ſtop the. devil himſelf.” 


- = a - fp = 


Madam,“ faid the old gentleman; 
tail you honour me fo far as to tell me 
ea was your buſineſs here?“ 


To look for lodgings , Sir!“ ſaid ſhe 
lurpriſed 


vis 


( 202 ) 
«© And are there not lodgings to be had J 
here? —Are not thoſe good lodgings 9 


« Yes, Sir! they are certainly as good A 
as I could wiſh for but it does not ſuit me 
to ſtay in them.“ J 


dare ſay not!” faid he grinning W 
formidably I dare ſay not !—Y ou would 
not be a woman, anc particularly a hand- 
{ome one, if you Knew what was good for 
you.“ 
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„Upon my word, Sir——” 


Upon my word, Madam, it is true, I fear! 
Show it is not true, and I ſhall be pleaſed!— MW 
Give a proof that you do know what is good Y 
for you, by remaining where you are—and } 
by your preſence and exertions ſave that 
honeſt fooliſh young man, whoſe unfortu- 5 | 
nate attachment to you 5as brought him 0 
the brink of the grave!“ ; 


I Arabella | | 
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lt, then, like your Hah! 
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( 293 ) 
Arabella ſighed, and a tear trickled down: 
her cheek. 


« What—then,” ſaid Markham, “ you 
have ſome ſort of tenderneſs, ſome com- 
pation for the man that has loft his peace 
and almoſt his life by you! ou are not a 
Od's curſe !' 
go on, and I ſhall think at laſt you are not 
i woman,” 


The other ladies ſtared at each other; 
but Arabella, overcome with ſorrow, ſob- 
ved to herſelf, Things paſſed in her mind 
wich which they were unacquainted. 


& Well, child!“ ſaid he,“ will you ſtay: 
here you are? - Tour lover, of whole de- 
licacy you can have no doubt, is not in a 
ltu2:10n, if he were even inclined, to offer 
you any violence; you need not then be 
laueamiſh on that account. Befides, you 
may reſide with this lady, who is a widow, 
2nd I ſhall be always here to protect you 
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( 204 ) 
and let me tell you, Madam, without boaſt- 


ing, you have no mean protector, no very 
inconſiderable friend, in Miles Markham!” WW 


Arabella was beyond deſcription affect. 
ed with the pathetic bluntneſs and ſincerity 
of the old gentlemar—She breathed ſhort 3 
and guick—pauſed—and at length with an l 
air of indeſcribable dignity and ſweetneſs 


taid, „I will repoſe me on the honour and 
friendly care of Captain Markham, the 
friend of my beloved Wilmot—He has ho- 
nour and courage both, I know, to protect 
me. As for his fidelity, I only deſire that 


he will ſwear to protect me by this little 


relic which perhaps ſuperſtition has made 
the moſt ſacred and dear to my heart!” 
Saying which, ſhe drew from her boſom a 
miniature that hung by a golden chain 
from her neck, and preſented it to his eyes. 
For ſome minutes he viewed it in ſilent 
ſad intrancement The large drops courſed 
each other down the furrows of his face— 


He ſnatched the picture to his lips, and Eiſſ- 
| ed 
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e it fervently—the byſtanders thought him 
nad. At length taking her hand in his, 
nd putting the picture into it with a preſ- 
ure and a look that conveyed his mean- 
ing to her heart“ By this bleſſed faint I 
ſwear to protect your honour as I would 
my own, and to purſue your welfare and 
happineſs as I would that of my own 
daughter ge you unto me as a daughter, 
and you (hall find me a father !=—-70y know 
the reſt.” 


And yet, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © what will 
not the world ſay?“ 


© The world!“ faid he warmly—* Qut 
Upon the world! it is a combination of vice, 
eliſhneſs and cunning, a coagulum of 
every moral filth!— Will the world, as you 
call it, Madam, eaſe the affliction or even 
pity the fituation of Charles Wilmot ? Will 
tne world perſuade your father to do him 
and you that juſtice which you can ſoon, 
and ſhall ſoon, do yourſelves ? Will the 
world 
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( 206 ) I 
world make amends to you, if you ſhould N 


by a faſtidious attention to their opinion i 
loſe Wilmot, or atone to him for the in- 

jury, if that negle& ſhould bring him ol 
the grave?—The world, Madam, as youſ ' 
call it, is a bugbear that too often de- C 
ters people from the rational enjoyment A. 
of the goods of this life, but never was| 5 | 


known yet to increaſe them.-Here reſts 
your duty—In a bed in this houſe lies that ; 
perion who by all the laws of human na- 
ture and - morality is neareſt and I be- 
heve deareſt to you—and here you ought | 


fo remain,” 


N 
. 


« Who is this gentleman?” faid Charlotte 


0 N 
N 


whiſpering Arabella“ He is a very ſen- 
fible man!“ 9 


2 


«© I will tell you another time,” replied 
ſhe. Then turning to the Captain—* Sir, \ 
you have taught me to know that here my | 
duty and obedience are owing, and here [ 


will pay it; but firſt I will go back with 
my 


1 


ny friends, and in the evening will return 
here, This lady - and I will then make the 


neceflary arrangements; and if, on con- 
ſaltation with his phyſician, you find it will 
de ſal Need I ſay more? Indeed, indeed, 
Captain Markham,“ ſaid ſhe burſting into 
ars, T wiſh, yet fear to ſee my Wilmot ! 
—|s he very ill? Can I hope 2 


« Hope every thing!“ ſaid Markham. 
He is ill, but not dangerouſly—he is wild, 
but not quite ſo wild as not to know you 
ind, weak though he is, I ſhould be afraid 
o trult you in his arms for fear he ſhould 
preſs you to death in the ardour of his 
ove, At all events, leave every thing to 
mc—I will ſettle with my landlady about 
your accommodation; and if your friends 
vill come, I will be glad to fee them along 
with you.“ 


One thing, however, Sir,” (aid Arabella, 
*1 muſt ſubmit to your conſideration—lt 
may appear ſtrange to you, that, bound as 
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you already know, and I avow myſelf to 
be, by the ſtrongeſt ties of mutual affection, M 
and by the moſt ſolemn engagements to 
Mr. Wilmot, I ſhould yet ſeem ſo indif. 
terent to his welfare as to purpoſe leaving 
the houſe till you prevented me. My rea- 
ſons for doing ſo were very urgent have 
received a letter from a mutual friend of | 
ours, informing me that my father is on 
his way to London in order to get me 'Y 
again into his hands. In conſequence of 
that information, knowing that he would 


firſt look for me at the reſidence of my 
friends here, with whom I came over to 
England, I went out in company with them 
to look for a lodging in which I could 
more effectually than with them conceal 
myſelf, till, baſed in the ſearch, he ſhall 
return to Ireland. Finding, then, that Wil- 


mot lodged here, it was natural for me to 
conſider this as the place of all others the 
moſt likely to lead to a diſcovery, know- 


ing as I do that my father will make it his 
puſineſs 
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zinefs to find him out firſt, as a clae-tq 
ke diſcovery of my place of concealment.” 


© Brave girl !'* exclaimed the Captain 
Come at all events this evening. I know 
ery little of the laws of this country, but 
believe them to be founded in juſtice. 
lvill, however, take the opinion of a lawyer 
your caſe as ſoon as poſſible and pro- 
ec you, my girl, to the laſt nerve of my 
m, and the laſt guinea of my purſe!“ 


Miſs Howard and her friends then took 
heir leave, all of them pleaſed and aſtoniſh- 
cd at the whimſical eccentric manners of 
te old gentleman, The phyſician came 
a ſoon after to Wilmot ; and as he was 
Ping away, the Captain took him aſide, 
ad aiked him whether it would be ſafe to 
develop a piece of the moſt important 
ders to his patient?” If it be bad news, 
turned the phyſician, © 1t might occaſion 
us death, for he is extremely weak; and 
perhaps, by parity of reaſoning, it might 

not 
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not be amiſs to reveal to him a circum 
ſtance of a pleaſing nature, provided it be 


diſcloſed with diſcretion, that is to ſay i 1 
gradually: indeed it might have the molt 1 
happy effects, for, as the fever abates, I find$ J | 


his ſpirits affected.“ 


The Doctor having taken his leave, | 
Markham proceeded to the fick man | 1 
chamber, filled with the benevolent hope 
of giving pleaſure, and projecting within his 
own mind how he ſhould begin his plan of 
operation But, alas! how vain are human 
projects! how ſhort human foreſight Alf 

the good intentions and ſagacious plans off 
the worthy Captain to open the news with ö | 
diſcretion were rendered abortive ; for, when | 
he entered the room, he found that Dennis 
had been beforehand with him, and ſaw 
Wilmot raiſed up on his elbow in an at- 
titude of exultation, while he exclaimed, 
„ Do not, do not deceive me Have you 
indeed found her? Then ſeeing Captain WW 
Markham, « Oh my dear friend! tell . 


a 

{or Heaven's fake tell me, nor leave me 
longer on the torturing rack of ſuſpenſe! 
ls my love, is my Arabella found ?˙— Lie 
down, man! lie down in your bed! or con- 
found me if T anſwer you a tittle!“— Charles 
dropped down in the bed. Markham then 
turning to Dennis, attacked him in a tone 
of anger half real and half affected Why, 
thou great bullock-headed blundering gan- 
der, what devil could poſſeſs you to come, 
after what you heard and the warning that 
was given you, to tell your maſter ſuch a 
thing ſo ſuddenly? Do you know, or rather 
ſhould you not know, what the conſequence 
might be? . J am fure, Sir, ſaid Dennis, 
meant no harm,” —* Meant no harm! 
Damn your meaning, you aſs, if you have 
any !—I ſuppoſe you will go about like an 


od Iriſh goſſiping woman telling the affair 
to every one; but mark me, ſecrecy 1s 
neceflary, and if I find that you diſcloſe 
by word, deed, or hint, a tittle of what 
you have juſt ſeen, you ſhall ſuffer for i. 
Damn me if I do not cut your two years off?” 
Dennis 
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Dennis was aſtounded and ſcared, and le{ 8 
the room whining and ſcratching his head. 4 

Thus did Markham contrive to heal the | 
1njury which the ſudden and overpowering ; Þ 
Joy of a direct diſcovery might have done 
Wilmot, by mixing threats againſt Dennis 2 | 
with the confirmation of what he had told = 
him, and by dulling the acute edge of : | 
Joy with the diſagreeable found of anger s 
and bluſtering. \ 


Having rapped out a few curſes againſt W 
Dennis, and affected to be very angry in 
order to keep Wilmot till longer from Wh 
giving a looſe to exceſſive pleaſure, he ſat 
down by the bedfide—® Wilmot, my boy!“ 
faid he“ I tell you what it is: I think it fl 
by no means improbable that you may 
ſome time or other get married to this 
young wench, who, footh to ſay, can boaſt 4 
of more fidelity than is commonly found 
in her ſex or ours either. By ſome little 


management I think we ſhall be able to | 
bring 


( 213 ) | 
bing her to, let her father ſay or do what 
be will—l think I know where to find her; 


af (| 1— , 


«Find her!” exclaimed Wilmot—** Why 
here 1s her card, which ſhe gave EEE 


« Well, well,” interrupted Markham, 
«I fay, fol ſay, Now ſuppole—ſup- 
noſe, I ſay, that I was to go ſee her; for you 
know that, well as ſhe loves you, it would 
be too great a length for her to come and 
ke you.“ 


« Why, ſhe has been in the houſe al- 
rady ! ſaid Wilmot, 


'* Curſe crack the jaw-bone of that aſs 
Dennis, and his braying!—Zounds ! Wil- 
mot, won't you let me ſpeak ?” 


My dear friend, proceed, and forgive 
ne!” laid Wilmot.— “I fay, then,” continu- 
el Markham, © that though ſhe came acci- 

dentally 
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6 214 ) | 
dentally to look for lodgings into the houſe, br 
ſhe may think it not quite conſiſtent with ur 
with with virgin- modeſty to viſit you in Mae 
your preſent ſtate, And therefore 


« Good Heavens!“ ſaid Charles,“ did f | 
ſhe but know how I am, the would—ſhe MW 
certainly would come to ſee me And what | 
if ſhe did? What injury could it be? what 
impropriety? Purity ſuch as hers, like that 
of divine natures, can receive no ſpot, no | 
ſtain much leſs could its luſtre be ſoiled 
by an act of benevolence and love—con- 
jugal love. —For know, my valued friend, 
were cruel fate to ſeparate our perſons for 


ever, I ſhall never ceaſe to think that in WW 
the eyes of God we are already married!“ 5 
5 

«© Well, well,” ſaid the Captain, © we'll WW" 
ſee what's to be done. But obſerve, if I : i 
ſhould bring her here, and you tranſgreſs * 
the bounds of moderation in your feelings, WR: 
getting into your oh's and ah's, ſo as to 3 l 


injure your health, I have done from thence 
forward 
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(256 
bward with the affair. By-the-by, I 


awe ſome buſineſs to tranſact immediately, 


nd muſt leave you for the preſent.” So 
ing he took his leave, leaving Wilmot to 


hour under a ſtrange contradictory chaos 
i ſenſations. 


The Captain, on leaving Wilmot, order- 
«da coach and drove directly to his law- 
ents, where be had a caſe drawn up in 
um on the ſubject of Miſs Howard, and 
ad that very day before the Attorney and 
olicitor-general for their opinion—with 
de quere, Whether ſhe might not make 
dolce of a guardian for herſelf? Having 
lone this, he returned home to dinner; af- 
r which, be held a conference with Mrs, 
Duaby (his landlady) reſpecting the ac- 
eommodation of Arabella, whote fituation 
W-: fully explained to her declaring that it 
bis intention to protect and ſhelter 
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Mes. Danby obſerved, that, as conceall 


ment from the young lady's friends was ad 


object, the upper floor might poſſibly M | 


better; and they both agreed that the mol 


eligible plan would be for Arabella to hay 21 
the upper floor—with this proviſo, tha 
Mrs, Danby ſhould live entirely with het | 
from motives of propriety, for which tg | 
Captain agreed to reward her munificently ; 
and that, till Wilmor's perfect recovery, the | 
Captain ſhould dine with them every day 


Things were therefore prepared according 


to this arrangement; and in the evening 


Arabella attended by Mr. ind Mrs Forſtef | 
came, and got up ſtairs without the knou$ | 
ledge of Wilmot, Here Captain Marks 


ham opened his intention to them to the 
following effect: © Firſt, he would apply > 


the Lord Chancellor to be appointed guar | 
dian to Arabella; and ſecondly, as ſoon a 


Charles was in perfect health they ſhou 
be married.” 


Arabella readily affented to the firſt of 
thels 
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al theſe Ppropoſitions; but to the latter ſhe 
q ad, that, much as ſhe loved Wilmot, and 
bd dong as ſhe thought his claim to be, ſhe 
erer would confent to deprive her father 
of his juſt right to a negative in the diſpo- 
il of her hand for life.” The Captain, on 
tearing this, bounced from his chair, walked 
or rather ſtrided two or three turns acroſs 
he room then coming up to her, and tak- 
ng her by the hand, after ſome ſtruggles 
o get out his words, faid, “If you go on 


his way, child, you will make a fool of me 
gain, and perſuade me that women are, as 
| once thought them, angels! But, come! 
lt us hope the belt, and anticipate good 
ther than evil Perhaps Mr. Howard and 
| may yet get acquainted ; and if ſo, I think 
bare very weighty reaſons to offer in be- 
lalf of your union with Wilmot.“ 


Tea being over, the countenance of 
Arabella manifeſted for ſome time ſtrong 
emotions which the Captain obſerved, but 


ould not notice, wiſhing rather that they 
vol. III. 1 ſhould 
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ſhould work their own way. At length, | 
after her face had been alternately over. 
ſpread with paleneſs and bluſhes, her voice 
ſtammering, and her whole frame trem- | | 
bling, ſhe aſked, whether ſhe might not be 
permitted to ſee Wilmot ?—It was an ex- 
ertion too much for her enfeebled ſpirits, 
and ſhe was ſinking under it; but Mrs, 
Danby, by a timely application of her ſmell- 
i0g-bottle, ſupported her. The old ve- 
teran was melted to a very woman, and | 
blubbered out“ You ſhall—you ſhall | 
fee him directly 1» Then obſerving her 
recover, and ſeeing her ſmile, he ſcampered 
out of the room, and deſcended to Wil- 
mot's chamber, where, with much caution 
and ingenuity, he diſcloſed her being in 
the houſe, prepared him to receive her, and 
returned up ſtairs—leaving Dennis capering | 
about the room like a maniac, and whiſtling | 
his favourite tune of © Leather away With 
your oak-ftick ““ with an extravagance of 


geſture and luxuriance of expreſſion that 
forced 


eee TRE 


ORC ot lr ar. oy As 


| « 


*. 


** ee e reges N eee R 


3 
. SA 


1 


> 


pi 


P 


* M 
— 
P „ 


8 
— 


e wr 834, 
a I. * 5 =. 


( 219 9 
forced 2 {mile even from the worn heart of 
his maſter. 


But ſoon footſteps were heard deſcend- 
ing, and the Captain entered, leading in the 
trembling form of Arabella, who advanced 
to the bed, and, ſeeing her beloved Wil- 
mot—once the picture of health, ſtrength, 
yourh and beauty—reduced to a ſkeleton, 
pale, wan, and emaciated —exclaimed, Ohl 
God of mercy! is it poſſible—is this my 
Wilmot?” and ſunk lifeleſs upon the floor. 
Never was diſtreſs wound up to ſuch a 
paroxyſm The conſternation of the good 
old veteran was of itſelf enough to {like 
any heart with pity. But who could de- 
ſcribe the agony of Wilmot, while, lying 
in bed, he held her hand in his, and hung 
over her as ſhe lay lifeleſs on the floor! 
Imagining at length, from the delirium oc- 
ahoned by his horror, that ſhe grew cold, 
be uttered a ſhrick that would have ſmitten 
the heart of a tiger She is dead! ſhe is 
dead!“ cried he Oh! ſhe is dead!—Smite 
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ſpread wich death, and laid her on a couch, 
where, after ſome pains in chafing, &c. 
ſhe came to herſelf but inſtantly fell into 
an hyſterical fit, which laſted for ſome time, 
and entirely exhauſted her. All this time 


me, then, gracious Diſpenſer of mercy In 
pity {mite me on the head, and ſnatch me 
from tortures worſe than thoſe of the damn- ; . 
d. The ſhriek of Wilmot, and the bel. 
lowing of Markham for help, brought 
down Mrs. Forſter and Mrs. Panby, who 
raiſed up the lovely form of Arabella over. # 


Wilmot lay ſunk in bed, ſtupefied with 


horror, and ending the air with his groans. 
At length, wien Arabella's ſenſe began io 
recover, the cried, © Where is Wilmot ? 
Give him give him back to me !''—Then 
ſtaring wildly about her- Chai lotte,“ [aid 
ſhe, „Charlotte, is not my beloved Wil- 
mot dead ?”—** No, my dear Bell!“ re- 
turned Mrs, Forſter “ For Heaven's ſake 
take comfort !mY our Wilmot is not dead! 
but lves—and lives to bleſs you!“ 
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an ) 
© Does he—does Wilmot live?” ſaid ſne 


Y cxultingly —* Then let me to him H let me 


die on his boſom let him receive the laſt 
breath of his faithful Arabella!“ -Saying 
which ſhe roſe with a violent exertion from 
the couch, burſt through thoſe about her, 
and threw herſelf in an agony on the floor 


at the ſide of Wilmot's bed. 


Indeſcribable were the ſenſations. of all 
out them What then muſt have been 
hole of the two lovers themſelves I- WII- 
mot became utterly diſtraged, kifted ber 
hands, preſſed them to his boſom, and 
vept— while (he remained in a ſtate of ob- 
ſtinate ſilent ſtupefaction, gazing up at 
him as if her eyes had loſt the power of 
motion. At length nature and conſtitu- 
onal ſtrength predominated She burſt out 
crying, and a copious flood of tears afforded 
her ſome relief, Every one preſent was 


affected deeply The heart of Mrs. Forſter 


particularly was wrung with diſtreſs, for 
he apprehended the ſtate of her friend to 


(44280 
be moſt ſeriouſly alarming; and the old 
Captain wiſhed that his head had been 
taken off by a chain-ſhot rather than that 
he had brought her into the room. 


Whatever they might think, it is certain 
that the phyſician, when he came, declared 
her fituation required immediate care and 
attention. She was accordingly conveyed 
up ſtairs, put to bed, and a compoling 
medicine given to her. The Doctor, 
however, declared that Wilmot was in a 
moſt dangerous predicament; for, having 
had a relapſe of the virus of the fever, with 
his ſtrength conſiderably exhauſted, it was 
a million to one if he could be able to reſiſt 
it: —all was therefore miſery, mortification, 
and ſorrow, Mrs. Forſter would not on 
any account quit ber Arabella but, with 
ſtreaming eyes and an aching heart, liſtened 
to her incoherent rhapſodies all night; 
while Markham walked about the dining- 


room, groaning, and muttering to himſelf 


a thouſand maledictions againſt Mr. How: 


_ 


77S poor dp An het; Ty - 1 e * A Co * 
. , * 1 8 SM. 5 » FI 2 P 4 17 ow if 2 - 
— 1 + + CM as . * — * a . 


ſt * 


„ .... why ot FG, 


r IN een A ene 


4 
5 


( 223 ) 
ad ;——and Dennis kept on foot traverſing 
ckward and forward from the kitchen 
'0 the bed-room, clapping and wringing 
bis hands, crying, and calling in the Iriſh 
anguage upon all the Saints in the calen- 
dar to {ave the life of his dear maſter. 
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Forrunxart ELY the two patients, o 
wit, Charles and Arabella, carried along 3 
with them noſtrums worth all the medicine 
put together that ever found place in the 


pharmacopœia, namely, youth and tempe- 


rance; with their aid, Arabella was tbe 


next day much better, and her lover in 
three days after pronounced to be out of 
danger, The glad tidings being announced, 
Markham ſtrutted about the dining-room 
ſo elevated in ſpirits that he felt as if 
his head touched the clouds, and Dennis 
once more began to think of his ſweetheart 
Moudee. 


It was on the fifth day from that of Ara- 
bella's interview with Wilmot, that a letter 


was received by Captain Markham from 
Mrs. 
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Mrs. Forſter, informing him that ſhe had rea- 
{on to believe, from certain cunning enquiries 
which her ſervant had told her were made 
at an adjacent public-houſe, whence they 
got their beer, that Mr. Howard was in 
town, and was going to work rather with 
ſubtilty than force to find his daughter. 


e Ay, ay,“ ſaid the Captain, “ ſurpriſe 
is fitter for a raſcal of that kind than open 
aſſault; but we defy him!“ for he had ac- 
tally got the opinion of counſel in his fa- 
your, and had already a petition before the 
Lord Chancellor to be appointed Arabella's 
guardian, which only waited for her to be 
able to attend in order to make her elec- 
lon in his Lordſhip's preſence. 


Meantime Wilmot recovered apace, and 
even went out in a coach to ſee Mr. Hart- 
pole, Every day he drank down delicious 
draughts of love, which invigorated him 
more than all the drugs in Apothecaries'- 
dal or even the more ſalutary medicines of 


L 5 Leaden- 
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Leaden-hall market, could have done, A 
variety of circumſtances, however, ſtill made N | 
it obvious that Mr. Howard was hanging N | 
like a thunder-cloud over all their mo- 
tions, ready to burſt when occaſion ſhould W 
offer. The utmoſt caution, therefore, was 
obſerved with reſpect to Arabella, and 
ſhe never appeared at any of the front win- ; 
dows. 


One day as Captain Markham and Charles | 
Wilmot were hitting together, the ſervant f | 
maid informed them that a ſeafaring man : ; 
was below who defired to ſpeak with them. 
She was deſired to call him up—and, on his : 
entering the room, how were they ſurpriſed 
to ſee the Captain's old acquaintance, Kit W 
Cluline !—* Ah! my good friend,” ſaid f 
Markham ſhaking him by the hand, 
e How do you?“ - Pretty well, pretty | 
well, maſter Markham, thoff I have my f 
ſhare of ſqualls too. But well or ill no 
matter, mayhap I may help to tow your 
meſſmate here (pointing to Charles) off off 

ſome 
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ome damned breakers that lie ahead.“ 
Wilmot ſtared - Cluline proceeded: © You 
nuſt know, maſter, there's an old meſs- 
mate of mine, who happening to write 
lwhich, damn my precious blockhead ! I 
erer could do), has got the command of a 
South Sea whaler : he is a good lad to be 
ſure, and, thoff he be a commander, and 
[only as you ſee, does not turn his back 
upon me. So this day he told me that he 
has an offer made him of a large ſam of 
money, to cut away from his moorings, 


nd pirate off to the South Seas a young 


roabond (ſaving your favour!) of the name 
of Wilmot, Tom Taffrel 1s as honeſt a 
fellow as ever blood warmed,” continued 
Cluline, “ and would not do a dirty thing no 


WY noe than myſelf, or—or you; but he was 
oa this ſame Wilmot was a fortune-hunter, 
obo was deſtroying the peace of a family 
© 07 his practices —ſo, for that reaſon, and be- 
Jauſe there was a good ſum of money offer- 
, Tom agreed to do the thing, and con- 


Now,” added Clu- 
line, 


ted me about it. 
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line, © I knew, from all parts of the ſtory, 


'% 
pv . 
3 


that the perſon he meant was your young WM 


meſſmate here - by Tom's direction I found 


Oe 


him out but before we hang out any ſignal 
to alarm the enemy, it is my opinion we WI 
ſhould hoiſt falſe colours till we get the 


rogue at cloſe quarters, and then you 
may rake him fore and aft as you pleaſe.” | 


_ 


Markham and Wilmot both thanked Þ 
the honeſt tar for his goodneſs; and the | | 
latter, as an earneſt of his favour, offered 
him five guineas :—but Cluline refuſed it, F 


laying ſurlily, „that he was not that ſoit Þ 
of man that he never was one of thoſe who 
came down upon a veſſel to rob her like a 


pirate, under the ſham pretence of relieving We 
her—and finally aſſured them that he did 


not want money ;” as a proof of which, he 
diſplayed a handful of copper and filver } 
coin mixed with half-chew'd quids and 
fragments of tobacco“ Nevertheleſs, ma- : 


vt 


ſter,” ſaid be, “ I will not reſt till I work to 


windward of this piratical dog, and give 
bim 
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lima keelhauling for his tricks,” Wilmot 
begged him to get a deſcription of the 


nan, and, if poſſible, to learn his name; 


which Kit promiſed to do, and, taking two 
or three ſtrong glaſſes of grog, departed in 


great glee at the proſpect of ſo funny an 


adventure. 


Charles and his friend had a long con- 
verſation on the ſubject as ſoon as Cluline 
vent away. The former declared he had 
not the ſmalleſt doubt but that Mr. How- 
ard was the perſon who aimed this deadly 
blow at him ; but Markham diſagreed, de- 
caring it to be an act ſo far below a gentle- 
man, as well as ſo diabolical, that he could 
not ſuppoſe Howard capable of it. If, 
however, it be he,” ſaid the Captain, “the 
fellow ought to have his coat turned, and 
to be drummed out of ſociety to the tune 
of the Rogue's March; at leaſt one or other 
of us ought to call him out and (hoot him 
ke a dog. Let no no, no no ſhooting! 
oo much of that already.“ —“ Beſides,” 


I ſaid 


1 
ſaid Charles, © it will be infinitely more 
advantageous, as well as proper, to pro- 
ceed with temper and policy, elſe we might 
ſerve him, and defeat our own ends.” 


That day they both dined with Mr, 
Hartpole, and it was rather later than their 
uſual hour before they returned home, When 
the coachman knocked at the door, and it 
was opened, they were much {ſurpriſed to 
ſee the hall filled with Mrs. Danby and 
the ſervants of the houſe, and Dennis in 
the midſt of them roaring hke a madman, 
and crying © Curſed, curled was the hour 
that ever I came into this country, for ſure 
It is another hell, and nothing but mil- 
fortunes attend us in it! Then, ſeeing 
his maſter enter, Oh!] ſhe is gone ſhe is 
gone! ſhe is carried away for ever!“ — 


* Who is gone, you noiſy blockhead ?“ 
{aid Markham—< Who is gone ?”—The 
jears of Wilmot anticipated the tale.“ Miſs 
Arrybelly is gone!” faid Dennis“ I knew 
it!” {ard Wilmot—* Then ] am undone for 

ever!” 
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erer! Saying which he ran up ſtairs, and 


inan agony threw himſelf upon his bed. 


Its. Danby then informed Markham that 
an elderly gentleman, whom, from what 
rafſedl, ſhe ſuppoſed to be Miſs's father, 
ended by another gentleman, and ſeveral 
atmed men, knocked atthedoor—and, when 
it was opened, walked up ſtairs without 
aſking a queſtion or meeting reſiſtance, and 


carried away the young Lady, while ſhe was 
abroad. 


© Then,” ſaid Markham, “ there is no 
me to be loft So running up ſtairs, and 
facing Wilmot in the plight we have men- 
none d, “Get up,“ ſaid he, © and act the 
part of a man and a ſoldier! — We ſhall find 
means to chaſtiſe this fellow's audacity 
Riſe, I ay again, and be a man!“ Charles 
immediately roſe and followed bim. The 
coachman had not yet been diſcharged—So9 
getting into the coach again, he drove firſt 
o Mr. Forſter's chambers, and took him 
and his wife in; and thence to Mr, Hartpole, 
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whom he entreated to attend them Then] 
took his lawyer's in the way, and, ordering 
him to attend him, proceeded to che Lord 


Chancellor's. 


His Lordſhip, upon being told there was 
a caſe which required inſtant interpoſition, 
directly ordered them in; and, on hearing 
the general outlines of the caſe, and being 
informed that the young Lady was carried 
away while a petition lay before him to | 
appoint a guardian to her, iflued an order WM 
for Richard Howard to attend and bring 
before him Arabella, bis daughter, the next | 
day at twelve o'clock ; Mr. Hartpole, Mi 
who was well known to bis Lordſhip, be- 
coming reſponſible for the appearance of 
his friends, and affuring the Chancellor | 


that they were people of conſiderable rank 


and property, and had received unbound- 


ed injury from the falſebood and breach 
of faith of Mr. Howard, whoſe conduct 
could not be accounted for but by an un- 


: ul 


Leda 


1 4 

J bigoted averſion to the religion of the bt, 
Naaablihed church. 1 
As ſoon as the order was granted, Mr. 1 
IHartpole went himſelf to Bow-ſtreer, and 1 

| caged all the officers and runners that 14 

Y could be found there io go directly and i "| 

i W {arch for Mr. Howard; and, above all. to hu 4 
WM prevent his departure for Ireland. This 1 
oY done, they returned home to their lodg- 
Iss with hearts filled with ſorrow and in- N ö 
enation; and there Mrs. Danby informed 9 
em, that ſhe had diſcovered her ſervant- 4H 
add to be concerned in the plot for carry - * 
Ing away Miſs Howard “' But,” added bn 
e, « you muſt not be ſurpriſed at this; * 
5 r the ſervants of London are, I will take ö 1 
boa me to ſay, the very worſt and moſt | 1 
ddious wretches in exiſtence,” i | 


Although they ſlept but very little that 
ght, they went with ſome ſpirit to the ll. 
BY ord Chancellor's next morning, leaving = 

d, if any one ſhould call, that they were 14. 
gone | 
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gone to his Lordſhip's. Captain Markham WY”: 
had his law- agent and an eminent barriſ. | 4 
ter along with him, and Mr. Hartpole and il: 
Mr. and Mrs. Forſter attended. After 
waiting ſome time, Mr. Howard came in | 
leading Arabella; with them alſo came 3 


Squire Giles; and after them a number of Wl :i 
Bow-ſtreet gentry, who, ever fince receiving k n 
their inſtructions, and ſerving Mr. Howard 8 * 
with the Chancellor's order, had diligertly WW: 
watched all their motions. The Chancellor MI + 
having read the petition, counſel opened Wl + 
the ſtare of the caſe, referring to the Popery WI: 
Laws, under which, in Ireland, the Chan- 
cellor could not hefitate a moment; and 

obſerved, that, at all events, by the young ; | 

Lady's age ſhe was legally competent to ; 


elect a guardian for herſelf, His Lordſhip 9 
then tuned to Miſs Howard, and aſked 

her if her name was Arabella Howard?“ 1 0 
She anſwering in the affirmative, he de- 
fired her to declare her age She anſwer- 
ed, that ſhe was then in her nineteenth Fear. 1 
He then aked her, © hom ſhe choſe tobe 4 


©. 200-3 

\r9.ardian?” Here the delicate feelings of 
bella overcame her, and ſhe was ſcarcely 
4 b de to ſpeak. But his Lordſhip, obſerving 
WY: father violently ſqueezing her hand, 
nd her colour coming and going, ordered 
1m to drop her hand, and, calling her 
rer to him, ſeated her by his fide. After 
i pauſe of a few moments, in which ſhe 
covered in ſome degree her ſpirits, ſhe 
ud, * My Lord, were I to chooſea guardian 
rom the firſt dictates of my heart, my 
toice ſhould certainly reſt where nature 
d duty direct -I mean with my reſpected 
rer; but, my Lord, my reaſon tells me, 
Ed paſt conduct convinces me, that 
uſe he would make of his power 

vod be to heap ruin and miſery upon me, 
” compelling me either to marry in direct 
tion of my feelings, or to ſend me, as 
= once threatened, to a nunnery abroad. 
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rc fore make choice of the petitioner, 
WM Markbam, and earneſtly beſeech your 
a, 4 a. a . 8 a 
by 9 <7%1p to put me under his protection!“ 
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6 You are this Lady's father, Sir?“ (aid = 


the Chancellor to Mr. Howard. RB 
«I am, my Lord!“ Fr 1* 


* And what object ion have you to offc 5 
to this Lady's choofing her guardian, w dich 
by law ſheis entitled to do?“ ; 


Mr. Howard then told his Lordſhip 4 
tale of her diſobedience and refuſal t 
marry a gentleman of eftate and ran 
whom he had choſen for her, in favour 
of a young fellow againſt whom he had ſet 
his face. 8 


Mr. Hartpole then ſtept forward, an þ | 
told the Chancellor the general outlines off} | 
Charles's hiſtory - the agreement between 
the two families the rank, fortune, and 
virtues of Sir Clement—and, finally, accu 
ſed Mr. Howard of a moſt ſcandalous andi 
cruel breach of faith. «© Your Lord{bioly: 
ſhall judge, whether, even in point of rand 
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alles 5 


N ( 237 ) 
fortune, this gentleman (pointing to 
sies), a perfect ſtranger to Mr. Howard, 
could upon any fair and plauſible account 
Ie beld fo far preferable to Mr. Wilmot 
I to induce ſuch a ſcandalous violation of 
ontract, and ſuch groſs wrong and indig- 
iy to that reſpectable family.“ 


be Chancellor then ſaid, Whatever 
ent ultimately be his deciſion on the 
won, if called upon to pronounce his 
nent, one thing was clearly his duty, 
F:neclv,cto forbid, under ſuch circumſtances, 
:! coercion and reftraint upon the young 
Laer, who, as it appeared upon the face 
the buſineſs, was to be made the victim 
E: lop!icicy, artifice, and probably bigotry. 
Ilie threat of ſending her to a convent, 
Finch had not been denied, if there was 
ng elſe, entitled her to protection. 
Wis Lordihip, however, wiſhed Mr. How- 
EY: would fee the affair in its true point of 
| dew, and give up with a good grace a point 
5 *cr:21nly would not be able to carry in any 

* place 


— 


1 Fla wy l 4 * TT, WT bo — 1 2 2 $ 5 9 3 S 2 1 5 1 
© an © e 8 Ca 2 r A "ag 3 = 
* 1 A WG cas 
Crane St 


4 
* 


( 238 ) 
Place where Britiſh laws held out their prof ® 


tecting arm. If, however, that gentlemag Al 
ſhould be found unruly, the Court of ChanY*® 
cery would certainly relieve againſt him I 
but he thought it a matter fitter for the 
Chancery of Ireland, which was more com | 
petent than he was to decide on a queſtiol - 
in which not only reſidents of that counſ - 
try were concerned, but the Popery Lauf bad 
of that kingdom were involved. HE# J:: 
therefore deſired that the young Ladf 4 
ſhould be left to the unmoleſted choice of % 
ht 


her abode, and that the matter of the pe4 
tition ſhould ſtand over, reſerving to hin. 
ſelf the power of making ſuch order there] 
on as ſhould thereafter ſeem neceſſary.” 


Having ſaid ſo much, he ſuggeſted 0 a 


the young Lady the propriety of yielding 
to her father, as far as ſhe could withouf * 
utter violence to her feelings. To thif E” 
Arabella anſwered, that ſhe had never in 
tended to aſſume to herſelf, in the impor$ 


tant point on which her father and hg 
differed 


% 


\ 
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ifered, more than a negative: and to this 
Markham bore teſtimony; which drew from 


Ss: tis Lordſhip a ſentiment of approbation 
m Miigbly to her honour, 

the 

* His Lordſhip having ſettled the mat- 
none ſo for the preſent, Arabella, in his pre- 
und iace, gave her hand to old Markham, and 
* tamed his protection which he moſt 


= adly promiſed her, and was walking away 


1 atriumph, Mr. Howard and Mr. Giles fol- 

ming, when one of the Bow-ſtreet men, 
#0 had ſerved the order on Mr. Howard, 
topped them, and, turning totheChancellor, 
ad, ' Pleaſe your Lordſhip, it is my duty 


o tell you that this here man Giles, whom 
t there man Mr. Howard calls a man 
t eſtate and rank, has no other rank but 
at of an impoſtor, and no other eſtate 
Wt bis nimble fingers: —he was tried and 
| woricd for perjury and fraud; and I will 
; Ove it, for it was I took him up.“ 


Mr. Howard ſtared “ Friend, friend,” 
{aid 
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he, * you muſt be egregiouſly miſtaken 


Mr. Giles 1s a EIS gentleman ff 
large eitate and property,” 


« Giles!” exclaimed the fellow laugh. 
ing, What a rum quiz you are Why, li 
indeed! He Giles!—He Hereford!—Noj 
Sir, he is a dear countryman of your ow: fl 


know him as well as my brother. 


and his name is Farrel.“ 


6 Farrel!” exclaimed Howard“ Far- 
rel!“ exclaimed old Markham“ Farrell!“ 
exclaimed all of chem. 


« Let me view this Mr. Farrel,“ —9 
Markham. He then examined him cloſe- 
ly, while the fellow endeavoured to hidJ 
his face with his hat. After which, turning 


to the Chancellor, My Lord,” ſaid he 
« this fellow's name is Farre]! — He wasaſol 
dier in my regiment in India, and was wbip⸗ 
ped out of it for theft: J undertake that f 
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1 
be be Examined, the marks of five hundred 
laſhes will be found upon his back.“ 


« Yet, my Lord,” ſaid Mr. Hartpole, 
« for this infamous impoſtor has Mr. How- 
ward brought one of the beſt men exiſting, 
and his family, to miſery—almoſt to death 
and driven his own daughter nearly to 
diſtraction and deſpair !” 


Giles admitted that his name was Farrel, 
1th a degree of effrontery well ſuited to his 
character—and was going, when he was 


:opped by Wilmot. 


While the previous matter had been go- 
ing forward, Kit Cluline, directed by Den- 
nis, had followed them there, and, calling 
Charles aſide, had informed him that the 
plan for carrying him away in the South 
Sea whaler, of which he had before given 


nim notice, was now traced to a man of 


the name of Giles. Accordingly, as Mr. 
Liles, henceforth Farrel, was about to take 
Vos, . NI his 
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his leave, Charles came up and ſtopped 1 
him :—* Hold, Sir!” ſaid he, © I accuſe 


you of a conſpiracy with ſome other perſons 
azainſt me] The Chancellor was ſurpriſ- 
ed“ Diſcoveries thicken,” faid he, “up- 
on this fellow !*—Cluline was then ordered 
to declare what be knew about this conſpi- 
racy ; which he did in his own phraſe, to 
the great amuſement of his Lordſhip, who 
was frequently obliged to have the ſea— 
man's language expounded to him. In 
fine, the Bow-ſireet men were once more 
directed to pay their compliments to Mr. 
Farrel, and bring him before the Juſtices 
for examination, infoi mations being lodged 
againſt him for new offences. Our com- 
pany, therefore, making their reſpectful 
compliments to his Lordſhip, retited— 
Markham in great itate leading his newly- 
adopted Caighter by the hand, and Mr. 
Howard groaning, and caſting up his eyes 
to Heaven. 


In the evening, as ihey were fitting at the 
lodgings 
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Lodgings of Markham, a letter came from 
Mr. Howard, deſiring to be allowed the pri- 
rilege of ſeeing his daughter and Captain 
Markham. This was readily granted, and 
z polite invitation ſent back by Markham, 
requeſting that he would come and ſettle all 
differences, if poſſible to which Arabella 
expreſſed a hope he would now be the more 
"clined, ſeeing the dreadful precipice he 
had eſcaped. In fact, Mr. Howard came that 
night, and Captain Markbam ſaw and treat- 
ed him politely, Charles, for certain rea- 
ons, kept out of the way. 


« Mr. Howard,” ſaid Markham, “I 


call upon you to imitate me!“ — Howard 
red.“ Yes, Sir, to imitate me! by for- 


ing thoſe you think your enemies. You 
et yourtelf, Sir, done me the greateſt in- 
ry, and inflicted in my heart the deepeſt 
ound it ever received—4 wound which to 
us moment has never ceaſed to bleed! 
Les, Mr. Howard, you deprived me of all 
ever held dear in life, Here is her image!“ 
M 2 Pointing 
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pointing to Arabella ; “ and therefore here 
lie all my affections.“ Mr. Howard was 


73 


loſt in wonder.—“ Your ſurpriſe, Sir, will 
ceaſe,” continued he, «© when I tell you 


that I am the unhappy couſin—once the 


lover of your wife. Years of oblivious 


happineſs have baniſhed it from your re- 


membrance ; while countleſs hours of mi- 
ſery kept my memory awake to it, and 
heightened rather than leſſened my paſſion, 
I am that Miles Markham—that rejected, 
deſpiſed, injured Miles Markham—whom 
your father-1n-law turned out of his doors, 
and to whom you, more charitably, I wiſh 
I could add more reſpectfully too, ſent a 
ten-pound bank-bill, which found its way 
back again to you in a blank cover, Well, 
Sir, as I could not be the huſband of your 
wife, I will at leaſt be a father to her child, 
and it ſhall be found ſo !” 


Mr, Howard, in return, declared that 


he was happy to find, fince his daughter had 14 
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taken refuge under another, that it was un- 


der 4 


der a relative ſo worthy of her confidence; 
and aſſured Markham he had never felt to 
his wife's relations any thing leſs than the 
greateſt tenderneſs and good wiſhes, He 
declared himſelf horror-ſtruck and indeed 
bewildered at the diſcoveries of the day, 
as they led, he feared, to plans much deep- 
er than appeared at firſt view, He then 
ſaid, Giles, or rather Farrel, had written to 
him, requeſting that he would endeavour to 
top the proſecutions againſt him, and thas 
he would make ſome diſcoveries of great 
importance tothe family. And Mr. How 
ard added, ** that he hoped Mr. Wilmot 
would agreeto wave his ſhare of the charges, 
as his doing ſo might poſſibly lead to for- 
tunate conſequences.” 


Markham anſwered, “ that he was con- 
vinced there was nothing Mr. Howard 
could aſk of Wilmot in vain ;* and in ſhort 
undertook to anſwer for him—but obſerved, 
that he hoped, “ before the fellow was releaſ- 
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ed, ample confeſſion would be extorted from f 
him. And now, Mr. Howard,“ continued ; 
he, “ ſeeing how very groſsiy you have 5 
been already milled, will you any longer 
delay doing juſtice to your own honour— 
to the feelings of your amiable daughter 
to the juſt demands of the Wilmot family 5 
and to the expectation of the world —b) 1 
eiving your daughter's hand where it is 
due?“ 

Do not, Sir!“ replied Mr, Howard 
« do not fo ſoon after our firſt acquaint- 
ance ſtart a point of diſcuſhon on which 
we mult diſagree for ever My right to 
diſpoſe of my daughter has been queſtion- 
ed, and decided to have no legal exiſtence; 
for my conſent alone am I now reſponſible, 
and that conſent ſhall never be extorted 
from me!“ 

« And yet, Mr. Howard, you will give 
it voluntarily very ſoon, I can tell you!“ 


& Indeed 


1 . 33 
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% Indeed I never will!“ 


Indeed you will! and I will lay you 
a lack of pagodas of it. But, come, I pur- 
poſe ſetting out for Dublin in a few days; 
and there, if neceſſary, we will have the 
opinion of the Iriſh Cnancellor. Mean- 
time Miſs Howard will remain with me — 
You will take the neceflary ſteps with Mr. 
Farrel—and Mr. Wilmot will fend you bis 
releaſe to make uſe of as you pleaſe. I fent 
my ſteward and houſe-keeper over before 
me to take a houſe, and the former writes 
me word he has procured one ſuitable to 
my wiſhes, I will give you a card con- 
taining directions to it, and will look to ſee 
you there ſoon after we are landed.“ 


Mr. Howard could not conceal his feel- 
ings at parting even for a few hours from 
bis daughter ; but whatever phantaſm had 
got poſſeſſion of his brain, he ſeemed re- 
ſolved rather to give up all hopes of comfort 
with her, than yield his conteat to her mar- 
rage with Wilmot. 
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It was now reſolved that the two friends 


reviſit their native country in a few days; 
and Dennis, hearing it, reſolved to make 
Moudee his own for fear of loſing her, for to 
do them both juſtice they loved each other 
extremely. It was therefore propoſed that 
the ſhould become attendant to Arabella, 
and go along with them to Ireland, To 
this, however, they were ſurpriſed to find 
the girl made many objections—till, being 
all over-ruled by the Iriſh rhetoric of Den- 
nis, ſhe acknowledged “ that her reaſon 
for objecting to going with them to Ireland, 
as well as for her never appearing on board 
ſhip before the gentlemen, was her fear of 
Captain Markham. She was that daugh- 
ter of whom he ſpoke to Wilmot, and of 
whom, fince her indiſcretion during his 
abſence, he had taken no other notice than 
to give her a ſum of five thouſand rapees, 
or. ſix hundred and twenty-five pounds; 
which ſum ſhe had thriftily huſbanded, 2nd 
gone to ſerve a Lady, taking the Gentoo 
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name of Moudee, and concealing that of 
Betſy Markham, by which ſhe had been 
tormerly known.” 

Wilmot broached this affair to Mark- 
ham with all poſſible delicacy and cautions 
It ſet the old fellow, however, grinning 
and blaſpheming for half a day.—At laſt; 
over a bottle of wine, Wilmot brought him 
to bear; and the worthy man ſaid, that if 
the fellow was fool enough to marry ſuch 
2 wench, he would do what he could 
for them.” His conſent, therefore, was 
21ven—her pardon fealed—and ſhe was 
permitted to attend Arabella, but on the 
expreſs condition that her origin ſhould be 
xept concealed from that young Lady. 

When every thing was prepared for their 
departure on the following day, Kit Cluline 
came to take his leave of all hands; and 
Markham not only gave him letters to ſerve 
him, but forced a fmall ſum of money on 
him, faying to him, © My honeſt fellow, 
| ſhal! be glad to hear what ſucceſs you 
have!“ Will you—will you?“ ſaid Clu- 
M 5 line, 
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line. Well, then, write down your bear- 


ings on a piece of paper, and let me have 


it, and mayhap I may ſend you a bit of 


a letter.” The Captain did ſo.—He had 
already ſpoken to Mr. Howard to let him 
have his uncle's houſe upon any terms, 
as it was the ſcene of his youthful frolics, 
and would now be dear to him on account 
of being ſo near his couſin Arabella ; 
and Mr. Howard promiſed him that he 
ſhould himſelf make the terms. The 
direction he gave Cluline, therefore, was 


Hellyweoed, the name of the town where his 
uncle lived. Read it, maſter !” ſaid Clu- 


line. Markham did fo, © Hellyword.”— 
«Hollywood !”” repeated the tar meditative- 
y Hollywood Damn my limbs if! 
could recollect that name theſe twenty 
years - That is the very place old Wilſon 
bid me come to him—and, cd rot ict! I 
could not think of it Old Wilton 
ſaid Markham: * What old Wilſon?“— 
« Why, old George Wilſon,” ſaid he, 
that commanded the Briſtol Weſt India 

ſhip; 
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ſhip ; as hearty a cock and as good a ſea- 
man as ever cracked a cake of biſcuit— 
Damn me, I wonder—1s he alive yet? 


37 


God ! mayhap 


© What have you to ſay to old Wilſon, 
as you call bim?“ ſaid Markham gravely. 


ce What have to ſay, maſter Why, he 
bid me come to him many a time, and oft; 
and becauſe I was a graceleſs boy, and could 


not read or write, he could do nothing for 


me, thoff he did love me too—and, though 
| was only his nephew, wiſhed me as well 


-a51f I was his ſon,” 


x 


© Why, Mr. Cluline, I knew Captain 
Wilſon very well, and am acquainted. with 
all his affairs; but I am ſure he had no ne- 
phew of the name of Cluline.“ 


« Ah! Lord help you, maſter! how igno- 
ran: you landſmen are of proper experience! 
—Cluline is only my man of war name, 


uad you ever know a failor rated on the 
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books by his true name?—No, no! my 
name is Kit Henley.“ 


* Zounds !“ ſaid Markham impatiently, 
*thatis the very name—Youare his nephew 
ſure enough, and I muſt ſhake you by the 
hand. Mr. Henley, I congratulate you upon 
two things; firſt, on being 2 gentleman of 
property, which I have ready to give up to 
you—and next, and chiefly, on being the 
nephew of the very beſt man that human 
blood ever warmed !” | 


« What, then,” faid Cluline—“ Shall. I. 


be clean laid up, and kept ſnug and dry tos 
life?“ 125 


Indeed you fnall!“ ſaid Markham 
« So go away and prepare for your trip to 
Ireland.” —So hobbling off in a hurry, Kit 
went to Monmouth-ſtreer, and, with the 
caſh given him by Markham, afforted him- 
{elf with finery for his journey to Ireland. 
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wrote to his father, informing him gene- 
rally of what had paſſed fince his laſt let» 
ter, and particularly of the arrival of 
Markham and Arabella—and urging the 
neceſſity there was for his awaiting in 
Dublin a general ecclairciſſement, which 
probably would take place before the Lord 
Chancellor, as a reaſon for che Baronet's 
coming to town. That worthy man, there- 
fore, impatient to ſee his ſon, and Lady 
Wilmot not leſs impatient to embrace her 
- IF vcloved Charles, came directly up to town: 


and the tranſported youth, in the arms of 
tus parents, forgot for a time that any other 
> BY vcings but they were in exiftence—while 


bey beheld with ecſtacy their beloved ſon, 

bo long abſent, and ſo long thought to be 
=_ dcad. 
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The day after the arrival of Sir Clement, 
Mr. Howard reached Dublin, and paid a 
viſit to the old Captain, He ſeemed 
thoughtful and bewildered—while not only 
his looks, but his actions and words, and 
above all his frequent ſighs, beſpoke that 
ſomething was labouring within his boſom. 
Mr. Markham aſked him about his quondam 
friend Giles.“ The villain !'? exclaimed 
Mr. Howard“ Name him not !—Y ethe— 
What is he compared with another villain ? 
—a viper, whom I was warming and che- 
riſhing in my boſom, at the very moment 
he was laying a dcliberate plan for my 


ruin!“ 


While they were ſpeaking Sir Clement 
Joined them, and, bowing ſlightly to Mr. 
Howard, entered into converſation with 
Markham—< Gentlemen,” ſaid the latter, 
% bluntneſs is my natural foible ;—and 
though, perhaps, according to the ſtrict 
laws which people of modern faſhion have 


laid down for the conduct of ſocial inter- 
I courle, 
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courſe, and dignified with the name of po- 
liteneſs, I may be thought by ſome to puſh 
it too far, I have at leaſt fincerity and good 
intention to plead in its excuſe, If, in 
what I am to ſay to you both, I ſhould 
ſeem officious or obtruſive, I have only to 
requeſt that you will poſtpone your cen- 
ſure and give me my way for a few days; 
at the end of which time, I undertake to 
make you both acknowledge yourſelves my 
debtor. Ir is to this over-ſtrained ſtiff. 
necked adherence to politeneſs and eti- 
quette that we owe that nine-tenths of the 
quarrels and heart-burnings in ſociety ſur- 
vive their birth one hour. 


If I have not been miſinformed, gentle- 
men, you were once the warmeſt, and ap- 
parently the molt inſeparable of friends 
and you are now, without an adequate, or 
indeed any cauſe at all, become, if not ene- 
mies, at leaſt next thing to it - while the 
deareſt objects of your reſpective affections 
mart beneath your diſagreement, For 
you, 
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yon, Mr. Howard, J am the relation of 
your daughter: — l am, in fact, her guar. 
dian too, and I with to ſee her fairly treat- 
ed. To Mr. Charles Wilmot I owe my 
life, and am bound in gratitude to do all in 
my power to make him happy. You, Sir, 
agreed for feveral years to their union— 
By doing to, you not only excited mutual 
love in their boſoms, but, in fact, made it 
a duty incumbent on them to conſider each 
other in the light of huſband and wife ;— 
without your doing which, it is fair to con- 
clude they never would have thought of 
each other in any other way than as mere 
friends or acquaintances, Thus circum- 
ſtanced, it is not in the nature of things to 
afford, or even within the compaſs of hu— 
man invention to conceive, any juſt cauſe 
on your part for thwarting their alliance. 
—— Perhaps, Sir, you are one of thoſe men 
who diidain to retract any reſolution they 
have formed; — but recolle&, Sir, that 
when reſolutions are 1n themſelves vicious, 
adherence to them merely from obftinacy 

renders 
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renders them ten- fold more culpable and 
t behoves you well to reflect upon the 
zuinous precipice you have by my for- 
tunate interference already eſcaped. This 
day, had it not been for me, your amiable 
daughter would have been the violated wife 
of an impoſtor and a thief. RefleQ, then, 
| beſeech you, Mr. Howard, and give your 
conſent to that union which mult ultimately 
take place: —and at all events remember, 
that if you ſhould perſiſt in your refuſal, 
you owe it to this gentleman and his ſon, 
to the world, to your daughter, and, above 
all, to your own character, to givea reaſon, 
ſuch as no one can reſiſt the force of, for 
vour conduct !* 


Conſidering your affinity to my be- 
loved wife your zeal in the cauſe of my 
daughter and, above all, the obvious ſin- 
cerity of your intentions] cannot,” ſaid 
Mr. Howard, “deny that I feel diſpoſed 
to ſatisfy you if I can; and I can with 
arcat truth fay 1 have no leſs inclination 
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to ſatisfy the mind of Sir Clement Wilmot, 


Let me then have a patient hearing, and 
fair credit for what I ſhall affert :—if I fall 
into error, it ſhall not be an error of the 
inclination, but of the underſtanding, 


] admit my being acceſſory to the un- : 
happy project laid between Lady Wilmot 10 
and Mrs, Howard for the marriage of our 


children though I hope to be believed 
when I ſay my mind foretold I was do- 
ing wreng. It was my practice to in- 
dulge my wife: — l fincerely loved Lady 
Wilmot and her family ; and rather than 
damp the pleaſure they ſeemed to feel in 
the plan, I acceded to it—though, as I {aid 
before, I had internal monitions that I was 
not doing right. However, with reſpect 
to the icclings of the young couple, the 
effect was all the ſame. In the courſe of a 
few years I changed my opinion, and felt 
within myſelf the moſt unalterable perſua- 
ſion that they ought not to be married. 1 
feel great and almoſt inſuperable reluctance 
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to give my reaſons for this. Will it ſuf⸗ 
fice if J declare, as I now do moſt ſolemnly 
before that God who is to judge me] that 
it has not ariſen from any the ſmalleſt 
abatement in my affection to the young 
gentleman, or of the reſpect and veneration 
always bad for his moſt amiable parents? 
Good God! Sir,” ſaid he in great emotion, 
can I be ſuppoſed that brute, ſo bereft 
of all honeſty, ſo loſt to all ſenſe of grati- 
tade, as wilfully to injure thoſe to whom I 
owe ſo much? Sir Clement, it was not be- 
cauſe I was not loud in profeſſions of grati- 
tude that I did not feel your bounty to my 
girl - your goodneſs to myſelf. That day 
when you were called forth from my table, 
at the requiſition of your attorney, I was 
not ignorant of your buſineſs.— Les, Mr, 
Markham, a villain of the name of Walter 
had engaged an attorney to file a bill of diſ- 
covery and rob me of my property—the 
eſtate, time immemorial, of my anceſtors, 
Sir Clement, whole authority over the at- 
torney was unbounded, got notice of it, 

and 
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and took means to make the * hired diſ- 
coverer declare the truſt and aſſign it over 
to him, and ſo reſcued me and mine from 
penury. Am] the brute that could be in- 
ſenſible to this? - Nay, by Heavens! on 
the day when you ſent your ſon Charles to 
me with a letter and a box containing the 
papers, and an aſſignment of your right to 
me - conſcious as I was of the dagger 1 was 
planting in the heart of my benefactor, : 
would rather ten thouſand times have re- 
ceived a warrant for my execution, than 
undergone the agonies F did—Even now, 
fo proſper all my hopes of hippineſs here 
and hereafter! as I would give up eſtate, 
daughter, life, every thing—but my eternal 
foul—to make you all happy !” 


Markham ſtared—“ Then, what the 
devil prevents you from gtving that part 
we would be content with ?—Keep your 
eſtate—but give us your daughter!“ 


* Vide Note to page 107, Vol. I. 
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cc Tt muſt out then,” ſaid Mr. Howard. 


„There are terms on which alone Mr. 
Wilmot, or any man, can have my daughter 
with my conſent.” 


cc Name them!“ ſaid Markham. 


cher can nor will accede to—nor I abate 
from.“ 


1 

) 

8 

» At is uſeleſs! —They are ſuch as be nei- 
$ 

[ 


4 « But what are they?“ 
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phat he abjure his religion and become 

a catholic, Not one day's luck have I had 

FF fince I married a proteſtant, though ſhe was 

me beſtof created beings. -I loſt herl- Iloſt my 

ſon I= carried off, as it were, by enchantment! 

My caflle, in time, became a hell to me, 
wich dreadful viſions, and preternatural mo- 

nitions! The curſe of the eldeſt of my fa- 
mily lay at my door !—and the voice of 
Heaven itſelf, revealed to me in my ſick- 
nels and renewed every night ſince, has 
nnterdicted their nuptials!“ 

' N Well, 
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& Well, by the Lord!“ ſaid Markham, 

ce if | bad been told this by another, of 

you, | could not have believed iti. But we 

will ſee whether we cannot break this en- 

chantment.— What fay you, Sir?” turn- 
ing to Sir Clement, 


ce fay,” anſwered Sir Clement, „ that 
this is no more than I had long reaſon to 
believe were that gentleman's ſentiments; 
and I could only pity, but not blame, ſuch 
inſane notions. But, Sir, I fear the ſpirit 
of bigotry has had, upon the heart of Mr, 
Howard, the ſame dire effects it has never 
failed to have wherever it blows its baleful 
breath, and rendered him furious and mer- 
cileſs.“ 


« Furious and mercileſs!“ repeated Mr. 
Howard —“ How? in what way? Heaven 
knows what an ocean of tears, what agonies, 
and what torturing conflicts between my 
duty and my inclination, it has coſt me!“ 
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« Was it your duty, Sir,” ſaid the Ba- 
ronet in a tone of ſevere ſolemnity, © to 
ift the myrderer's dagger againſt the boſom 
of that youth whoſe fate you now affect to 
deplore?“ 
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« J lift a dagger !” interrupted Mr, 
Howard in aſtoniſhment—* I lift a dag- 
ger againſt Charles Wilmot ! or againſt 
any one !—Nay, now, Sir Clement, you 
muſt excuſe me—burt I really muſt retort 
the charge of inſanity upon yourſelf ; for 
WY certainly the moſt extravagant ravings that 
erer fell from a maniac, would not be more 
J unintelligible than what you have juſt now 
$ JJ vitered—Pray, Sir, therefore, expound!” 


F 
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1 ce Sir,” ſaid the Baronet, * it ſhall be 
- expounded, and to your confuſion !— 
n Mr. Markham, will you have the goodneſs 
oo order my fon to be called in?“ 


Markbam complied, and Charles Wil. 
mot made his appearance. 


Sir 
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Sir Clement addreſſed him—** 1 deſire, 
Kr, you will recite, exactly as they hap- 7 
pened, all the tranſactions that befell you A 
at Inchvally-wall the night you left your 
ſhip and came there.“ 2 


« Dear Sir,” ſaid Charles,“ how can 
you thus, for the firſt time in your life, not 1 
only diſcloſe what J intended to keep for 
ever a ſecret between ourſelves, but even ; 
call upon me to perform the painful taſk of 
detailing it again? Do, my dear Sir! let i 
it reſt, It was a mere nothing, at leaſt not 
worth relating; and I beg to be excuſed.“ 

| 71 

« Sir,” ſaid Mr. Howard, < your father 
may releaſe you from the taſk, but I can- 
not. It is a duty I owe myſelf to demand 
it; and it will be only juſtice to me in you ö 
to relate it.“ 9 


Charles then proceeded to relate, that the f 1 
veſſel in which he left the Thames for I | 
Portugal met with a gale of wind in the 

6 Channel, . 


* 
k * 


„ 
Channel, which carried away ſome of her 
rigving, and obliged her to run into Cork 
to refit; that, finding the veſſel would not 
be ready to ſail for two days, he took poſt 
horſes, and rode acroſs the country, in order 
to ſee Miſs Howard, if poſſible; that hav- 
ing received poſitive directions from his 
father not to ſee that young Lady before his 


departure from Ireland, he thought that 


would be a happy way of indulging his 
wiſhes, without breaking his father's com- 
nands. He therefore abſtained from ſhew- 
ing bimſelf at the lodge, but watched at the 
garden-gate, and at the ſtone- croſs, and, 
hoping that his friend Hartop might be at 
the caſtle, ſpoke to one of Mr. Howard's 
lield ſervants to tell him to come to him 
putting at the ſame time a piece of money 
jato his hands, and deſiring him not to tell 
any one but Mr. Hartop that he ſaw him. 
The fellow, he obſerved, ſeemed to be ter- 
ified, and ran away when he ler go his 
band. —He ſaid that he waited, notwith- 
landing he had a heavy cold upon his 

Vol. III. N lungs, 
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lungs, and there was deep ſnow, until about 
(he believed) twelve o'clock, when two 
perſons approached him from the old cha- 
pel, and aſſaulted him. One made a thruſt 
of a poniard at his bolom—crying, at the 
ſame time, Die, damned heretic !” 


6 You aſtoniſh me 1” ſaid Mr. Howard. 


Charles continued to relate, that he part- 
ly warded off the blow, but not ſo entirely 
but it left a mark, which he ſhewed them. 
He then had a ſcuffle with the fellow, in 
which he wreſted the weapon from him, 
and, plunging it in his boſom, left him 
there, proceeding directly to the public- 
houſe where he had left his horſe, and from 
whence, without any delay, he ſet off for 


Cork, and arrived in time to get on board 
and ſai] for Liſbon, 


& Zounds !” ſaid Markham, © you ne- 
ver told me a word of all this, though you 
promiſed to tell me your whole ſtory !—1 

underſtand 
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underſtand you! | I underſtand you! "yy 
Well, what do you think of him now, Mr. l 


Howard?“ 


] cannot think better of him than T 
did his ſtory really aſtoniſhes me; but if 
he kept it from you merely out of delicacy 
to me, which I believe to be the caſe, he 
miſplaced both his delicacy and the ſuſpi- 
eion that gave riſe to it.“ 


« And yet, Sir,” ſaid the Baronet, tak- 
ing up the diſcourſe, © men have been 
found guilty on lighter proot than appears 
againſt you in this, and I with you to get 
over it if you can,—The dagger, Sir! the 
dagger is found, and in my poſſeſſion !'? 


„Well, Sir,“ ſaid Mr. Howard ſharp- 


iy, „what is that to me? - What proof is 
that?“ 


5 have been in the armoury of your 
caſtle at Inchvally,“ ſaid Sir Clement, “ to 
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which you yourſelf, I know, keep the key; 
and I have ſeen that dagger there,” 


© Impoſhble, Sir !—by Heaven it is im- 
poſſible Hor I never ſaw a dagger in it 
ſave one, one {hort ſtilletto, in a green vel- 
vet ſcabbard, taken, it is ſaid, above three 
hundred years ago, from the fide of a Spa- 
niſh Cavalier whom he killed, by Sir 
Ralph Howard my anceltor ; and thence 
called Sir Ralph Howard's dagger.“ 


«© That, Sir,” interrupted Sir Clement, 
—* that very dagger I have at my place. 
Dr. Heartly and I hearing my fon had 
been ſeen at the caſtle-wall, went by break 
of day next morning, and there we found 
a trail of blood, and Sir Ralph Howard s 
dagger.” 


ce By all that's gracions !” ſaid Mr. How- 
ard, you amaze me more than ever I re- 
member in my life to be amazed !—And 


do you—can you think, Sir Clement— ! 
Good 
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Good God !—Do you really take me for 
that abject villain to deal in aſſaſſination?“ 


Sir Clement was proceeding to anſwer 
him, when a ſervant entered and informed 
Mr. Howard that a perſon from Inch- 
vally waited to fee him, and had a letter to 
deliver, which he would give into no one's 
hands but his own, as it was of conſequence, 


and required diſpatch, 


Mr. Markham ordered the fellow in, and 


he delivered a letter to Mr. Howard, ſaying 


he rode all night by Mr. Hartop's order. 


On opening the letter, Mr. Howard read 
as follows: 


« DEAR SIR, 


« AN event of the greateſt importance 
demands your immediate preſence at the 
caſtle. Father Dominic lies at the point 
of death, with a wound I gave him, and 
which he well deſerved. He has ſome- 


thing to diſcloſe to you, that deeply con- 
cerns 


N 3 


e 
cerns you; without which he cannot, be 
lays, die in peace. He calls for Sir Cle- 
ment Wilmot too; but he is from home. 
Haſte then, Sir, I beſeech you !—Being in 
haſte to ſend off the meflenger, I can 
only fay I am 


& Yours, &c. &c. 


« R. H. HARTOP.“ 


* What can all this mean?“ exclaimed 
Mr. Howard.—*« Farre] killed by Hartop! 
However well deferved, it was an impious 
deed!” He gave the letter to Sir Clement 
to read; then to Markham.—Sir Clement 

uſed, —< Is it not ſtrange?” faid Mr. 
Howard,—*< Not at all!” ſaid Sir Clement. 
Af | am not miſtaken, twenty-four hours 
more will unveil to you what J have in part 
long ſuſpected. At all events, as the man 
calls for me, I will go; and am ready to 
attend you.” 


As the affair demanded ſpeed, they ſet 


out directly, and next morning reached the 
caſtle. 
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caſtle, Farrel was til] alive, and frequently 


called for Mr. Howard and Sir Clement 
Wilmot. When Hartop appeared“ So, 
Sir!” ſaid Mr. Howard feverely—** What 
is this you have done?“ 


« Wounded the worſt of villains, in the 
execution of the worſt of projects!“ replied 
Hartop ſternly ; for, though fond of and 
reſpectful to Mr. Howard, he did not un- 
derſtand being ſpoken to Hharply. 


* What do yo call the worſt of projects, 
Sir "2 


e] am tongue-tied upon the ſubject, Sir!“ 
ſaid N artop.—“ Apply to the villain him- 
ſelf for information: — for once in his life 
you will find him ſincere.“ 


They proceeded to the convent, where 
Farrel lay attended by a brother, and Dr. 
Heartly ſitting by his ſide. 
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As ſoon as they entered he ſtretched forth 
his hand to Mr. Howard, faying, For- 
give me! and pray to the Throne of mercy 
to forgive me! for I am a groſs {janer—an 
ungrateful one to you!“ 


« From my heart I forgive you,” ſaid 
Howard, „be your offences and injuries 


p23 


what they may 


Tour daughter is not yet married to 
Git 


„% No, ſhe is not!“ 


« Thank God l — thank God !— He is 
not 8 


© ] know all that!” interrupted Mr. 
Howard with tenderneſs—* Save yourſelf 
R i 
the recital !” 


„ Where is Charles Wilmot?“ 


(- JS 3 
« He is in Dublin.” 


s wiſh he and your daughter were here, 
that I might give them both my dying be- 
nediction, and receive their forgiveneſs |— 
Marry them directly.“ | 


« Marry them! ſay you?“ 
« Yes, marry them directly, and atone.” 


e Why, you were yourſelf the per- 
lon who moſt violently denounced ven- 
geance!“ 


My machinations have produced all 
their ſorrows, and deariy have I paid for 
it, Fearing you would not arcive before I 
died, I ſent for Dr. Heartly, and he has 
taken dowa my whole confeſſion in writing, 
which will unravel a long ſeries of frauds 
upon your ſimplicity and beneficence. I 
grow weaker, and {peaking will only acce- 
lerate my death, and take up that ſhort 

N 5 time 
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time that ſhould be given to contrition and 
prayer.,—S1ir Clement, forgive me! and in- 
tercede for me with your ſon. Tell him to 
continue as he is, and he mult be happy; 
for virtue and goodneſs are the true religion. 
I have exhorted brother Julian here to take 
example by my fate — He will—he will 
lead you, and explain all!“ — So ſaying, he 
grew ſo weak that he was obliged to ſtop ; 
and the Doctor puſhing them out before 
him, they proceeded to the caſtle, where 
the prieſt's confeſſion, as taken down by the 
Doctor, was lead in the following words: 4 
— The Doctor preiacing it by ſaying, ** Dick 1 
Howard, when this paper is read, you will 
allow yourſelf to be the moſt completely 
duped and prieft-ridden for ſome years | 
paſt that any man ever was ſince Adam 
was a boy!“ 


—_— 


*. 


« AT the time the caſtle of Inchvally was 
built, religion was more mixed with ſtate 
affairs even than it is at preſent. Every 
chiet had a chapel, and many had even a 


priory 
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p-1ory annexed to and within the walls of 
their caſtle. Nothing truly good or eſtt- 
mable in life was held independent of the 
myſtical rites of the church. The war- 
rior could not fight, nor the lover woo, 
without receiving ſacred benediction. Thoſe 
were the days of valour, honour, and virtue: 
they were alſo the days of barbarity and 
folly:—and the hero, who carried terror 
before him, and by his martial ſkill and 
proweſs plucked laurels from warriors' 
brows, returned home to his caſtle, as the 
horſe to his ſtable, to be unharneſſed, and 
deceived by ſome bungling retainer to the 
church. 


Under fo formidable a conjunction of 


temporal and ſpiritual tyranny, many deeds 
were to be done that required concealment 
— many traps were likely to be laid - many 
eſcapes likely to be attempted and many 
opens were to be left for the management 
of ſacerdotal machinery,,-Hence, beneath 
the ample ſpace which thoſe caſtles and their 

N 6 appur- 
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appurtenances cover, valt excavations have 
gencrally been made in various directions 
— large vaults and arched galleries con- 
necting them formed, and hidden ſtairs and 
galleries made in every wall. When the 
eformation got eſtabliſhed on ſo firm a 
zaſis as to reſiſt the anathemas of the Pope, 
and the perſecution of his royal ſatelliie— | 
and when, in conſequence thereof, men got 
the unluckly habit of thinking for them- 


ſelves, and inveſtigating with a cloſer e 
6 5 | 

the practices of the clergy—addreſs became 

more neceſſary—trick was brought up in 


aid cf miracle—and the ſubterranean paſ- 
ſages, which gradually fell into diſuſe as 
engines of fcudal tyranny, and at length 
— 
were forgotten, became more neceſſary to the 
maintenance of ſacerdotal deception, and, 
though carefully kept open, were as Care- 
fully concealed, 


** 


« Perhaps no caſtle in the world has been 
more amply ſupplied with thoſe 1ubterra- 
neous conveniencies than that of Inchvally. 

I Not 
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Not a wall through the whole of it but is 
pierced - ſcarcely a chamber that has not a 
private well-concealed paſſage through the 
partition not a word can pals that may not 
be heard: hence, for more than a century, 
the family have remained in all their ancient 
notions, though ſucceſſively producing men 
of uncommon intellects. The laſt perſon 
who turned aſide was Mr. Hartop's mother; 
and the family had in conſequence many 
awful warnings to eſchew her, if they hoped 
for lalvation—and they did ſo. 


« The firſt effort of my ſkill as prior of 
this convent was made at the birth of 
Mr. Howard's fon. Miſs Liſſarda came 
20d privately informed me the child was 
about to be damned by the act of its fa- 
ther—and belought me to have it, if poſ- 
tible, conveyed away before a drop of wa— 
ter fell on it from the diabolical hands of 
a heathen parſon. After ſome difficulty I 
conſented, tving her down by the facra- 
mental oath to keep all a ſecret, 
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c To this end I ſet the brothers of the 
convent, or brother Simon and brother 
Julian, to work, and we produced, by 
means eaſily explained, that uproar and 
thoſe terrific appearances which to alarmed 
the caſtle. Liffarda herſelf gave Mrs. 
Howard a ſleeping potion of my preſcrip- 
tion, while they carried away the child, 
which was conveyed to France, whither 
Miſs Liffarda ſoon followed it, and put it 
to nurſe at a village near Paris, intending 
in due time to reſtore him to his father: 
but her death prevented this, for ſhe died, 
by my contrivance, before {he could dil- 
cloſe it to him; and as ſhe left-a large pro- 
perty in France for che infant, which I 
thought better to put in my own pocket, 
I concealed the fact, and the thing paſſed 
over—and as the name of the child was 
not known, there was no chance of a dil- 
covery, particularly as the people who had 
the child conceived it very ſagactouſly to 
be the offspring of Miſs Liſſarda's own in- 
diſcretion, 
on Find- 
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Finding myſelf at laft high in Mr. Hows 
ard's favour, and being refolved never to 
ſtop injuring him becauſe I had once be- 
gun, I harboured deſigns to convert his 
goodneſs and ſimplicity to the moſt pro- 
fitable purpoſes—and, in order to facilitate 
his mind for it, kept up alarms ct the 
caſtle being haunted, At length, in an 
evil hour, a nephew of mine, who had gone 
out as a common ſoldier to India, returned 
almoſt naked, and wrote to me from Lon- 
don l ſent him money to equip himſelf 
like a gentleman, and defired him to re- 
pair to Dublin, where I contrived to get 
him introduced to the two Miſſes Grace, 
by whom he was warmly recommended to 
Mr. Howard as a huſband for his daugh- 
ter—and here again I felicitated mytelf on 
having kept the heir of the family un- 
known, I made viſions appear to and 
voices be heard by Mr, Howard, in 
ſuch a manner that few minds could with- 
ſtand them—and when he was ſeized with 
a fever, a meeting of our clergy, by my 
means, 


(280) 
means, declared him in a ſtate of utter re- 
probation if he did not vow to cut off the 
match between his daughter and a here- 
tic, — On that principle he has acted ever 
fince, Mean time I watched Miſs How- 
ard and her young friend Hartop cloſely— 
heard every word they ſaid, and was able 
to counteract all her plans for ſeeing young 
Wilmot, who became now ſo hateful to me 
that I began to wiſh and ſoon after to plan 


his death 


One night he went by appointment 
to the greai-ſtone-croſs to meet Miſs How- 
ard.—] heard of the plan, and took pro- 
per ſteps, not only to detain her within, but 
to meet Mr, Wilmot abroad. Under the 
ſtone-crols there is a large vault—Here we 
performed many devices to frighten him; 
and, on his running into the old tower, 
whither I and Father Julian in frightful 
dreſſes deluded him, Father Simon, who 
was placed upon the wall of the tower for 
the purpoſe, let down a huge looſe frag- 

ment 
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6 
ment of the wall, which fell cloſe to him, 


but, to my then diſappointment, and pre- 
{ent comfort, did not kill him. 


When I heard that that young gentle- 
man left the country, I was in full hopes 
that perſuaſion mixed with force might 
make Miſs Howard accept my nephew 
but one night a report prevailed that he 
was ſeen at the caſtle-wall; and as I knew 
better than to believe as the reſt did, that he 
was dead and haunted the place, but on the 
contrary was perſuaded he only came to 
carry the young Lady away, I went to the 
convent—drefled myſelf for the occafion— 
ordered brother Simon to attend me—went 
into Mr. Howard's armoury, and taking 
the remarkable dagger which is ſaid to be 
poiſoned, and called Sir Ralph Howard's 
dagger, determined to poniard him at the 
crols—Paſling along the gallery we heard 
a voice, and ſpoke in ſuch a manner as to 
ſhew to thoſe who might hear us that it 
was ſome preternatural miſſion we were 


upon. 


6 
upon. Brother Simon, being the ſtronger 
man, took the dagger and attempted the 
deed; but Wilmot wreſted the weapon 
from him, and, as we endeavoured to ſtrike 
him down, plunged the dagger in the boſom 
of the aſſaſſin, and fled, The next day we 
reported that brother Simon was ſick - next 
Cay but one that he died—and in two more 


depoſited him in the vault near which he 
got his death, 


| 
| 
x 
| 
| 


te Obſerving that on Mr, Howard's go» 
ing for England young Hartop was bent 
upon making a diſcovery, and ſat up for 
the purpoſe night after night, I reſolved 
by one grand effort to ficken him of it: 
were not his ſoul utterly a ſtranger to fear, 
he muſt have been terrified - but he puſh» | 
ed after me, though I was covered with 


phoſphorus*, and actually threw ſome of it 
in 
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* Pheſphorus, a name given to certain ſubſtances 

which ſhinc in the dark without emitting heat. 

Encyclop. Britan. vol. xiv. p. 625. 
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in a ſtate of inflammation on him, and, 


grappling with me, gave me a wound which 
brought me to the ground—Sinner that I 
was! I wiſhed at the moment to be dead 
but rejoice that J have lived at leaſt long 
naovgh to develop the whole of this bu- 
ſineſs, and do, as far as I can, juſtice in 
atonement for my crimes. 


«© Thus have I diſcharged my con- 
ſcience, and revealed a lamentable ſcene 
of deception, which will more or leſs be 
carried on till proper means are taken to 
flop it. The amiable and good-hearted 


The ſingularities of the light of the phoſpliori are, 
that they emit light of many different and molt beau- 


tiful colours. Thid. 
Phoſphorus ſhines under water, 1bid. p. 627. 


Many entertaining experiments may be made with 
the various kinds of phoſphori, eſpecially that of 
urine, which is ſometimes dangerous on account of the 
violence with which it burns. Tf diffolved in oil of 
cloves, it loſes this quality, but continues to be as lu- 
minous as before; ſo that this mixture (called ſiguid 
phoſphorus) may be uſed with ſafety. On ſome oc- 
cations it may be in powder, Hlid, 


peaſantry 


13 
peaſantry of Ireland are the moſt duped, 


diſtreſſed, and plundered people under 


heaven; and if ſome like me get from 
them by chicane, the clergy of a church 
to which they do not belong, and whoſe 


miniſtry and offices they decline, extort 


their miſerable earnings, in form of law, by 
force. Would you have thoſe practices 
baniſhed, repeal your penal laws—Do not 
make prieſts enemies from principle--Donot 
give currency to their deluſions, by ſtamp- 
ing them with the authority of perſecution 
Vor endear to them their errors, by fixing 
the price of martyrdom upon them. That 
time, I truſt and foreſee, will ſoon arrive, 


when toleration ſhall be preached by a di- 


vine of our own church, whoſe genius and 
liberal principles ſhall make him the talk 
of nations—and when a true Chriſtian 
preacher, a bigot to no ſect, a friend to all, 
and a ſcourge to the preachers of difſen- 
ſion, ſhall ariſe, and, with the ſplendour of 
his talents and the purity of his doctrines, 
cruſh that ſyſtem of diſunion which has 

made 
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made Iriſhmen flaves—make them unite 
in one body for the mutual ſupport and 
vindication of their rights, and ſhew 
the crooked politicians, who divide but to 
trample on them, that they are but one 
people, and will bave but one fate,” 


«© Great God of mercy !“ exclaimed 
Mr. Howard when this paper was read, to 
what a ſcene of deception and fraud have 
been the dupe !—what a bitter bitter ſuf- 
ferer have I been—and all been - Let, 
yet, my ſon may live! and he has not given 
me any clue where to find him!“ Say ing 
this, he flew to the convent to aſk the prieſt; 
but his ſoul was fled, and all hopes of 
information died with him. Father Julian, 
however, told him he had orders to ſhew 
him all the places under the caſtle ; but 
Mr. Howard, whoſe mind was now engroſſ- 
ed by objects of a more important kind, 
deferred it, and returned to the caſtle, 
where he again - burſt forth into exclama- 
lions of aſtoniſhment and lamemation, that 

he 
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16 
he ſhould hear his ſon was probably yer 
alive, and ſuffering perhaps penury and 
oppreſſion, while he knew not what way to 
turn in order to find him out. 


e Mr. Howard,” ſaid Sir Clement, ] 
have injured you by ſuſpicions, and am 
ſorry for it—Let us exchange forgiveneſs, 
and then we will go back to Dublin and 
take advice about the matter.“ 


“ My dear Sir Clement!“ replied Mr, 
Howard, © my wrongs to you and yours 
are countleſs; but, as they aroſe from error, 
you will forgive them, and it ſhall be my 
buſineſs to endeavour to make atonement 
for them! As to my gallant Hartop, what 
{hall I fay to him ?—what compenſation 
make him for his ineſtimable ſervices ?— 
what apology for my ſternneſs? “ None 
at all,” ſaid Hartop ; “only accept it as a 
very poor proof of what I would do, if I 
could, in return for your unmerited friend- 
ſhip and protection. I aſſure you, Sir, you 
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will have a long day's entertainment and 
ſurpriſe in viewing the prieſtsꝰ machinery 
The ſtone- coffin too! Juſt come now, and 
ſee that! They all went up into the Crim- 
ſon chamber, and thence into the cloſet, 
where the ſtone- coffin was raiſed up by a 
very ſimple machine beneath, which let it 
up or down with eaſe; ſo that any one 


| might ſlip down a ſtair that it covered, and 
then be hid. The ſcroll of parchment {till 
lay in it, and Mr. Howard ſhewed it to 
dir Clement and the Doctor, who read in 


tics, finners, elſe you ſhall not inherit the 


wungdom of heaven.'—"" This,” ſaid Mr. 
| 


Howard, ** firſt made an impreſſion on my 
mind; for the prieſt aſſured me it was re- 
corded in the annals of the con vent, and aſ- 
ierted by my uncle Arthur, that above a hun- 
dred years before my great-great-grandfather 


e 

. had been depoſited there when dead, and 
that writing put by his order into his hand, 
5 with a heavy curſe upon any of his family, 


who, ſeeing it, ſhould diſobey its com- 
mands.”? 


old text“ Shut thy door againſt here- 


| ( 288 ) 
mands.” “ Then, Sir,” ſaid Hartop, © he 
owned to me that the ſkeleton was brought 
there from the vaults underneath the old 
chapel—rhat it was the ſkeleton of a prieſt 
—and that he himſelf had written the ſcroll, 
But it would ſurpriſe you,” continued the 
youth, „to ſee the various dreſſes and 
modes and implements of deception the 
fraternity have left below. Liquid and ſo- 
lid phoſphorus (with which they rubbed 
themſelves to appear as if on fire, ſome- 
times in the ſhape of ſkeletons)-—palvis 
fulminaus, or powder for making explo- 
fions—ſpeaking trumpets—nay, a coffin 
and pall with which they often walked 
round the place, frightening the poor 1g- 
norant ſervants; and Father Simon, who 
was really a genius, a man of the world, 
and an excellent chymiſt, had an uncom- 


mon talent for inventing terrific plans and 
myſicrious fayings. Under the great - ſtone- 
croſs there is ay very large vault which 
Friar Julian ſhewed me; it is full of thoſe 
implentents: —and what will aſtoniſh you, | 
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the croſs 15 not only pierced longitudinally 


with pipes to convey ſounds, and even 
liquids, ſuch as blood, &c. as it might ſuit 
former d&ceptions upon pilgrims, but ac- 
tually (though as you know an enormous 
maſly ſtone) is conſtructed beneath ſo as 
to let up and down, and move in various 
directions. Farrel alſo acknowledged, that 
on the ſecond night of Wilmot's and my 
watching for the apparition, the piſtols 
had been unloaded by him previouſly to 
our taking our ſtand in the room—a cir- 
cumſtance which you know, Sir, aided his 
deception ; for we never were, till he diſ- 
covered it, able to account for the bullets 
we ſuppoſed to be in them having made 
no impreſſion on the wainſcot, and not be- 
ing to be found.“ 


&« Without claiming much merit for ſa- 
gacity,” ſaid Sir Clement, “I aſſure you 


1 was all along of opinion that all our dif- 


ferences aroſe from Farrel ; but indeed I 


was aſtoniſhed how ſome of the decep- 
Vol. III. O tions 


UL oF: 
tions were contrived—and never could have 
thought of ſuch a ſyſtematic plan as this 
now diſcovered.” : 

Hartop then deſired them to walk into 
the room where he and Wilmot had ſeen 
the hand moving the curtains ; while he 
went round through the hidden paſlage in 
the wall, and, looſing an iron claſp, let the 
bed ſlip from the wall, and then, thruſt- 
ing forth his hand through a ſmall trap- 
hole, ſhewed them that contrivance; when, 
ſhutting it, it was fo neatly covered with 
the tapeſtry that no one could even on 
ſcarching it cloſely diſcover a ſeam. 


e Well,” ſaid Mr. Howard, „when I 
return from Dublin, we will altogether 
view thoſe extraordinary piaces; and take 


meaſures to be henceforward free from the 


intruſion of either ghoſts or prieſts,” 


They dined that day at the caſtle, where 
Mr. Howard begged Hartop would re- 
main 
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| main and order matters for the reception of 
Ja large company on his return; and in 
N he evening they ſet out for the metro- 
: polis, which they reached the next night, 
k when Mr. Howard deſired Markham to aſ- 
4 ſemble all his friends next day for the pur- 
z poſe of hearing good news. 


Good news,” obſerved Markham, “' are 
4 aid never to come too late, becauſe that 
N iowever late it is ſtill good; but | am ſure 
a | is much better when 1t comes early. 
| herefore let us meet now, it 1s only nine 
dock — Some are in the houſe—Sir Cle- 
; dent and Lady Wilmot live but a ftreet 


s and in God's name let us have it!” 
r Bp 


| © With all my heart!” ſaid Mr, Howard: 

Send for them!“ -In ſhort, they were 
3 minutes all there, viz. Sir Cle- 
J Feat and Lady Wilmot— Charles and Ara- 
a — Mr. Howard — Doctor Heartly, 
Z Io came up to be a witneſs of what was 
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going forward—and the great mover of all P 
their happineſs, Markham. . 


When they were thus met, Mr. Howard . 
turning to Lady Wilmot, faid, * My tea 
Lady Wilmot ! it has been my misfortun@ 
to have injured and offended your hold j 
family; and how grievouſlyT have all along 
cyen while doing fo, lamented it, God if 
my witneſs, and my conſcience bears of 
teltimony!—but I do aſſure you my feelin bl 
vpon your account were much more poig 
nant than it 1s poſſible for me to expreſs, an 


far exceeded thoſe I felt even for the ſufeſ ar 
ings of my own daughter, Sir Clement J 2 
who 1s acquainted with the extraordinalf fe 
machinations practiſed to blind me, wW an 
bear teſtimony to the ſincerity of my i M. 


row, and plead the cauſe of my heal 
though it be at the expence of my und bit 


ſtanding. From angel goodneſs wok UC 
yours, 0 the aid of Sir Clement as & * 
advocate, I will indulge a hope of full pf ug (cr) 


don:—As to the young folks, it would 
7 vecal 
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become me to apologize to them—T ſhall 
therefore, my Lady and Sir Clement, beg 
that you will authorize me to recompenſe 
them thus: — So ſaying, be took a hand of 
Charles, and another of Arabella, and 
oined them both together—** There, 
voung folks!” ſaid he, “ Take, as you 
deſerve, each other I need not pray to 
bleſs you; love, fidelity, and virtue, ſuch 
as yours, cannot fail of bringing down the 
bleſſing of Heaven upon you!“ 


Lady Wilmot complimented Mr, How- 
ard upon his handſome manner of apolo- 
gen gizing, and aſſured him that he ſtill poſ- 
nal ſeſled her friendſhip and eſteem without 
wlll any abatement— while Sir Clement ſhook 
7 {a Mr, Howard by the hand—and the Doctor, 
\cafff aking Arabella round the waiſt, Od rab- 
nde dit it! Laſs, you muſt give me a buſs for 


< heck — There! —Damnme, Wilmot, you are 


as Wl = lucky dog ! her breath is as ſweet as con- 
11 off tcrve of roſes.” — And Markham, who had 
14 of now time to hail the Doctor, took him by 


O3 the 
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the hand, and reminded him of drinking 
punch along with him and old Captain 
Wilſon.—“ Ay, ay,” ſaid the Doctor, “ 
remember it, —Zooks! you are grown an old 
fellow fince !“ Yes,” ſaid Markham; 
* and I remember you were a very old 
tellow then, though that 1s between twenty 
and thirty years ago.“ 


All was now joy and triumph -The two 
lovers were ſcarcely able to ſupport the 
ſudden torrent of joy that guſhed upon 
them fo unexpectedly, Sir Clement and 
Lady Wilmat's countenances expreſſed the 
higheft kind of placid mild delight. The 
Doctor began to whiſtle the Duſty Miller, 
and dance a jig-—while Mr. Howard looked 
pleaſed, but with marks of thought—and 


Maiktbam looked round wich the trium- 8 
phant conſciouſneſs of having ſerved the 
man who ruined him, and contributed to 


reſtore a venerable family to peace and 


happineſs, Obſerving Mr. Howard thought- W 
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a good fellow to-day, and made us all hap- 
py Let us fee whether we cannot contri- 
bute to make you ſtill happterthanyou are!” 
—He then walked out, and in a few mi- 
nutes returned, leading in a young gengle- 
man, whoſe noble figure and elegant ad- 
dreſs called the attention of every one. 
He was full fix feet high, and made in the 
moſt admirable proporcion, uniting at once 
in his perſon the moſt refined elegance of 
ſymmetry and great maſculine ftrength, 
while his face glowed with a ſhare of beau- 
ty which all felt they had never before ſeen 
equalled, 


© This young gentleman,” ſaid Mark- 
ham, is a very near relation of mine. 
Permit me to introduce him to you, Lady 
Wilmot! Sir Clement! Mr. Howard!“ 
An embarraſſment of an unuſual kind ſeized 


Mr. Howard, and he was barely able to 


make him a bow. — When looking in his 
face, he turned round to Lady Wilmot— 
„ Good God! my Lady, Sir Clement, 


(1296) 


look !—Is he not extremely like your once- ; 
loved friend Mrs. Howard?“ - Never 
did I ſec any ching liker!” ſaid both at on. 1 
And why ſhould he not, Sir,” ſaid Mark- 5 
ham, when he is her fon ?*'—*© Gracious BB 
God!“ exclaimed Mr. Howard grappling 7 
at Charles to ſupport him—* Tell me, 4 
tel! me, worthy Markham !—the ſaviour i 


and protector of me and mine!—]s it in- Fi 
dced a delufion—or is that my ſon ?2?—«1 | 
will {wear it is your wife's !'? faid Mark- 4 
ham—* and I believe it is yours!—But the 
picture of his father now bangs about his 
neck. Mr. Howard ruſhed to his bo- 
ſom tore out the picture and, looking at 
it, exclaimed, ** Gracious Providence! what 
do I fee ?—The very portrait I gave my 
aunt Liſſarda on her going to France!“ 
He then threw himſelf upon his ſon's neck, 
and wept with joy While all the company 
partook of his emotion, and none more 
than Arabella, though ſhe and Wilmot had 
that day been introduced to the young * 
ſtranger. | 


9 
. 


ht 7 ths 2 * N n * 
8 . 
A * 


( 297 ) 

As ſoon as the tranſports of the father 
had ſubſided, he quitted the embrace of bis 
ſon—and, drawing back from him, ex- 
amined him from head to foot with a. 
greedy eye. At laſt “ Yes!” ſaid he trium- 
phantly, “ the outſide at leaſt is right!“ 
And, for your comfort, Howard, I can 
tell you,” ſaid Markham, “ that the infide 
is better!“ Then,” ſaid the father, I 
am the happieſt of men, and Heaven has: 
been kind to me beyond my hopes But 
how—or Heaven's ſake tell me how you 
came to find the boy 2” 


© Suſpend your curioſity for a while— 
As I live in a very unfaſhionable ſtyle, 
{upper 15 now on the table—Afrer that you 
ſhall have the whole—which,. take it al- 
together, coupled with my accidental 
meeting of Charles Wilmot and others in 
Portugal, is fo ſtrongly demonſtrative of a 
particular Providence, that I (hall never in- 
dulge ſcepticiſm again as long as I live!“ 


As 
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As ſoon as ſupper was over, Markham 
obſer ved to the company, * that the eluci - 
dation of his diſcovery of young Howard 
depended much on the ſtory of a woman 
then in the houſe, in capacity of his houſe- 
keeper ; and he hoped the company would 
have no objection to his calling her in?“ — 
They ſaid, “ Certainly not, '—And Madam 
Bouvet, whom we have not ſeen fince her 
leaving Liſbon, made her appearance, and, 
being ſeated by the deſire of the company, 
proceeded as follows: 


«lam a native of Ireland, and early in 
life married a genteel young man of the 
name of Lyons —Elis proſpeds were at the 
time of our marriage tolerably good ; but 
family loſſes reduced him to a low firuation 
—and he propoled to me to go to Ame- 
rica, where there was a better chance of 
our making out a livelihood by induſtry 
than at home, Wich the little remains of 
our property, therefore, we failed from the 
bay of Dublin, and were not a week's fail 

from 
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from land when we met a French veſlel, 
which took us and carried us into France; 
there being then a war between France and 
England. As we were only paſſengers, we 
were taken no notice of; and being Iriſh, 
to whom the French are always very par- 
tial, we were permitted to go to Paris, 
where my huſband got into the ſervice of 
an Iriſh colonel in the French ſervice, 
while I lived in the euvirons of the town. 
One day an Irith friar came to me, and 
aſked me, if I would take a child to nurle ? 
To which I agreed, one of my own having 
died lately before at four months old. A 
child was accordingly brought; and a lady, 
whom I took to be the mother of it, came 
lome time after; and, by her carefſes and 
tondneſs of the infant, I thought that, 
though old, ſhe was the mother of ir. She 
gave a valt deal of fine things for the child, 
and made me move into a better lodging ; 
and every day ſhe came to ſee it, and uſed 
to ſhew that picture the young gentleman 
has now about his neck, and make the 

| 4 child 
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child kiſs it, ſaying it was his father. In 
a ſhort time the lady diſappeared altogether, 
and I never heard any more of her; neither 
had the Iriſh prieſt called for ſome time: 
and I began to fear that I ſhould have no 
more money for the ſupport of the child, 
though 1] comforted myſelf with the 
thoughts, that if I had not, I ſhould not 
loſe the child, which was become full as 
dear to me as if it was my own. 


« My huſband's maſter was ſoon after 
ordered to Jndiz—and my Lyons, in order 
to attend his maſter, was inrolled as a ſol- 
dier in his corps; but the Colonel dicd on 
the paſſage, and Lyons was compelled LO 
proceed and do duty as a common folder, 
and he was ſoon after raifcd to the rank of 
ſergeant— Still we had the child with us, 
and, as we had no other, were as fond of it 
as if it was our own. 


„While my huſband did duty at Pondi- 
cherry, 1 lived at a Black town near it. 


The 
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The Engliſh army inveſted that great fort; 
and one night a party of them took the 
Black town where I lived. In my fright I 
bounced up, and ran out, leaving the child | 
aſleep; and, being puſhed out of the town 3 
by a party of our own army, was put into 
Pondicherry, and never more faw the child 
till J was introduced to him here by Captain 
Markham. 1I happened, however, to have 
two pictures which the lady left with the 
child ;—that about his neck'is one—and the 
other I have, which is a portrait of the lady 
herſelf; and as I kept them for ſecurity 
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4 hung about my own neck at that time, I 
0 ſaved them when loſt the child That night | 
my huſband was killed. I afterwards mar- | 
7 ried Monſieur Bouvet, and ſettled with him 


i 


in Portugal, where Captain Markham found 
me, and whence he brought me to this 
country.” —Here Madam Bouvet produced 
the other portrait, which Mr. Howard in- 
ſtantly knew, and ſo did Doctor Heartly 
and Sir Clement and Lady Wilmot, to be: 
that of Liflarda, 


The 
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The Captain then took up the ſtory, 
and ſaid, On the very night to which Ma- 
dam Bouvet alludes, I commanded the 
party that took that Black town, where I 
made ſome money. In the morning, go- 
ing through the town, I was ſhewn this 
child, which was ſo remarkable for its 
beauty, and the fairneſs of its ſkin, that the 
troops admiring brought it to me, I or- 
dered it to be taken care of and brought 
to my bungalow, where I gave it in charge 
to a black woman, and, as it grew up, found 
myſelf becoming daily more and more 
fond of it. One day, the woman waſhing 
the boy expreſſed a wiſh to cut away a 
cord that was round its neck, as it galled 
his ſkin. I aſked her why ſhe had not done 
ſo before? and ſhe told me that ſhe was 
afraid When I aſked her why? ſhe aniwer- 
ed, Becauſe it was a charm. I then cut it off, 
and found appended to it a little lump of 
ſomething, of about an inch ſquare, ſewed 
up in black filk—I had the curioſity to 
open it, and found another integument - 
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oiled ſilk neatly ſcwed; and within that, a 


F {crap of paper, on one fide of which was I 
: written the firſt verſe or two of the goſpel 
8 of Saint John, and on the reverſe the 
f words EDV. Howard, nat. Hib. This 
3 paper I laid by, and now have by me—Ir is 
. ſuch as I ſince found prieſts hang as an 
7 amulet round the necks of children. | 
5 „% When Charles Wilmot told me in | 
7 Portugal his tory, and lamented the injury 
I Mr. Howard ſuſtained by the deprivation [ 
of his child, the time tallied ſo with the | 
90 age of the child, that I formed a vague | 
i conjecture it might poſſibly be his; and 
; when, going to viſit him at Madam 
Bouvet's, I heard her ſtory, the matter ſeem - ö 
ed almoſt out of doubt; and it ſtruck me, 
that, by reſtoring to Mr. Howard his fon, 
perfectly brought up and educated as well | 
as any gentleman of his age in chriſten- | 
dom, I (ſhould have a right to demand ſome 
conceſſions in favour of Wilmot, On the | 
ſtrength of this I made him and Madam ö 
Bouvet | 
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Bouvet come home; and the ſucceſs of 
my plan has, thank God ! exceeded my 
expectation : Sand ſeeing you all happy, I 
feel myſelf diſpoſed to be fo too in ſpite of 
all my misfortunes.” Then turning to Mr. 
Howard, © Your ſon, Sir, has had the beſt 
education Europe could afford—T intend- 
ed to have left him my fortune, but he will 
have your eſtate—and Arabella and her 
huſband now claim mine Among them all 
there will be enough,” 


As the grief and deſpair of Mr. Howard 
were before unutterable, his happineſs and 
gratitude to Heaven were boundleſs And 
all preſent could not refrain from expreſſ- 
ing their admiration at the ways by which 
Providence brought about their happineſs, 
making the apparent cauſes of their ruin 


and diſtreſs the real inſtruments of their 
felicity. 


Next day but one they all went down 


to the caſtle, where, in three days after, 


Charles 


3% 


nn. 

Charles Wilmot was married to Arabella 
by ſpecial licence. The whole country 
rung with joy at their nuptials the caſtle 
gates were thrown open to all comers and 
hoſpitality, friendſhip, and ſocial intercourſe 
reviſited it once more, and converted. its 
gloomy appearance into ſparkling marks 
of joy and feſtivity. Mr. Howard would 
not let it end in leſs than a week, during 
which he received the congratulations of 
the country on the recovery of his ſon; and 
none was more zealous in joy on the occa- 
ſion than Mr. Wiſhart, who ſhook his old 
friend by the hand, and aſked him whether 
he did not now ſee his friends were right? 


Markham, who always thought that no- 
thing was done if any thing remained un- 
done, ſuggeſted to Mr. Howard the pro- 
priety of a proviſion for Hartop in re- 
ward of his ſpirit and zeal. And a very 
handſome eſtate of five hundred a-year was 
purchaſed by Mr. Howard in the neigh- 
bourhood for him—one half of the pur- 
chaſe- 
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chaſe-money of which Markham inſiſted 
on privately paying. Soon after, that noble 
youth married a young lady poſſeſſed of a 
very large property, and was called to the 
bar, where he ſoon became eminent for his 
talents. 


Edward Howard in a ſhort time received 
the hand of a beautiful young lady, the 
daughter of Sir Samuel Franks, baronet, 
with a fortune of thirty thouſand pounds 
and two thouſand a- year. 


ws * mg ff o>=® 


t 

Mr. and Mrs. Forſter came over ſoon after _Þ 

from England, and ſettled in the neighbour- = 

hood—And as the ſubterranean paſſages of 
the caſtle were ſtopped up, and the friary raz- I 

ed to the ground; and as therefore no more N ] | 


apparitions, prieſts, or phantoms, diſturbed 
the repole of the caſtle; Mr. Howard lived 
a long life of uninterrupted happineſs at 
the caſtle, as Sir Clement and Lady Wil- 
mot did at the lodge, and faw theirg rand- 
children grown up and married the glory 
and the bleſſing of the ſurrounding country! 

Dr. 
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Dr. Heartly lived for ſome time after, 


and actually cut ſhort his life by over-exer- 
ciſing himſelf at Fives. 


Markham lived at the old houſe of his 
uncle, putting Cluline into that of old Capt. 
Wilſon—and, ſpending his whole life and 
property in acts of beneficence, obtained, 
inſtead of the title of benevolent miſanthrope, 
the more glorious appellation of the philan- 
thropiſt ; and, in his own inftance, proved 
this fortunate truth, worth all that philoſo- 
phers, ſyſtem-mongers and ſectariſts can 
ſay for the comfort of the virtuous, that 
where the heart 1s good and benevolent, 
the man, however unfortunate, can never 
be without conſolation, ſince he never can 
fall to extract from the better fortune of 
his fellow-creatures that pleaſure which un- 


toward fate has forbidden him to draw 
from his own. 
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